
  What is Assistive Technology and Universal Design? 
Assistive Technology is defined in IDEA 2004 as "any item, piece of equipment, or product 
system, whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to 
increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities of a child with a disability." 
  

Universal Design is defined in IDEA 2004 as "universal design means a concept or philosophy 
for designing and delivering products and services that are usable by people with the widest 
possible range of functional capabilities, which include products and services that are directly 
usable - without requiring assistive technologies - and products and services that are made 
usable with assistive technologies."  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What if I think my child would benefit from assistive technology of some kind? 

Speak with your child’s IEP team.  An IEP team includes any person who serves your 
child such as the classroom teacher, therapist, or school ESE contact. 

What is the process? 

The Florida state law requires assistive technology to be considered at every IEP 
meeting.  This should be a conversation at the IEP meeting.  Trialing tools and 
strategies should occur before any additional tools or accommodations are added to the 
IEP.  The team should follow the continuum of tools or strategies from least to most and 
collect data.  Support to the school team is available from designated Assistive 
Technology specialists for professional guidance, coaching, and consultation about 
appropriate assistive technology tools and strategies. 

What if my child’s abilities change after the IEP meeting? 

If your child’s abilities change after the IEP meeting, you can always share new 
information with your child’s IEP team (teacher, ESE contact, and/or therapist) at any 
time to begin problem solving again. 

Will my child always need assistive technology tools or strategies? 

No.  Assistive technology tools and strategies change with your child, the setting, and 
the tasks required within the educational setting.  The tool or strategy, regardless of if it 
is low, mid or high tech is only beneficial to the child if it assists.  Remember, assistive 
technology by definition increases, maintains, or improves functional capabilities of 
a child with a disability. 
 

Florida Department of Education Technical Assistance Papers 

Assistive Technology: https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-6801/dps-
2013-65.pdf 

https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-6801/dps-2013-65.pdf
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-6801/dps-2013-65.pdf


Accessible Instructional Material: https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-
5764/dps-2010-70.pdf 

District Accessible Instructional Material District Resources 

Classlink is accessible under the Student link on district website. 

- Digital Textbooks – Listed by publisher with accessibility features built in. 
- Digital textbooks are based on a student’s academic schedule. 
- Safari Montage – provides videos related to course content; also includes some 

closed captioning. 
- Google Docs/Google Classroom 
- Microsoft 365 with Immersive Reader for audio support and Dictate for speech to 

text.  

Student Online Resources is available on the district website’s Student tab. 

Select Online Resources which takes you to resources supported by the Media 
Services department. 

Accessibility features include: audio support, text highlighting, speed and voice 
personalization, file sharing, and more. 

Learning Ally: 

- www.learningally.com 
- Available to students with a print, physical, or visual disability. 
- Over 80,000 books with human audio support and some have audio with text. 
- Web based. 

Bookshare: 

- www.bookshare.org 
- Available to students with a print, physical, or visual disability. 
- Over 600,000 books, novels, periodicals with audio support to the text. 
- Computerized voice. 
- Web based. 

Natural Readers: 

- www.naturalreaders.com 
- Screen reader; able to provide audio support when online, reading Word 

documents or PDFs. 
 

Alternative Augmentative Communication Resources: 

Core Vocabulary for Language and Communication Development 

- www.project-core.com  A Stepping Up Technology Implementation Grant 
directed by the Center for Literacy and Disability Studies at UNC Chapel Hill 

Multimodal Expressive Language Development (MELD) Framework/CAPP Framework 

https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-5764/dps-2010-70.pdf
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-5764/dps-2010-70.pdf
http://www.learningally.com/
http://www.bookshare.org/
http://www.naturalreaders.com/
http://www.project-core.com/


- The outcome of this framework is to build the core language skills of students 
with significant communication challenges, particularly those who use manual 
signs, communication boards, and augmentative and alternative communication 
(AAC) devices.  CAPP is the Communication Acquisition Program for Pre-K 
which has the same objectives. 

Environmental Communication Teaching (ECT) Framework 

- The basics involve, arranging the environment, selecting communication targets, 
responding to the student’s initiations, and reinforcing the student’s 
communicative attempts all while using a prompting hierarchy to increase student 
initiation and decrease adult prompting. 
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