
“Pete the Cat and His Groovy Technology”

n PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
The instructional objectives of 

this program provided my first grade 
students with various Pete the Cat 
books in order to increase their ability 
to comprehend, as well as change their 
attitude about reading through the use of 
different technology tools. This program 
was designed for my students in first 
grade but can easily be adapted to fit 
any grade level. 

The skills taught to my students were 
fluency, comprehension, and increased 
knowledge of technology. Through the 
use of scanning QR codes for self-
checking of their work, my students were 
given the ability to empower themselves 
and take ownership of their learning. 
By using Plickers cards this allowed my 
students to anonymously vote for the 
correct multiple choice answer without 
the fear of others thinking they were 
wrong. At the same time giving me 
real time data to know who might need 
more interventions. The purpose was 
to increase fluency and comprehension 
and to make reading fun for those who 
were struggling. I wanted all of my 
students to associate reading with fun 
activities. 

My classroom had a need for 
this program to motivate my students 
to do more AR tests and increase 
comprehension. Some examples of what 
my students did for my program Pete the 
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Cat and His Groovy Technology were 
to choose one of five Pete the Cat books. 
They were required to read the book two 
to three times. Then using a packet that 
I made they would answer four multiple 
choice questions on each book along 
with QR codes that I generated. Using 
a crayon or colored pencil they self-
corrected their answers using a Kindle 
Fire and a QR Code reader application. 
After reading the book, students would 
then take an AR test on each book. 

Once all children in the class had 
completed the packet, I would present 
questions through the free program 
called Plickers. Using a printed card, 
used like a voting device or clicker I 
used a Kindle Fire to scan their answers. 
This program also records the score of 
each student’s response allowing me 
to know who got each question correct 
or incorrect.

I have twenty students in my 
classroom. I have five students who 
are reading above grade level, ten are 
at grade level, and five who are below 
grade level. One of my students are 
ESOL and one two have 504 plans. This 
program is designed to be done in small 
groups and with the whole class.

n OVERALL VALUE 
The overall value of this program is 

to teach students a new and innovative 
way to enjoy and comprehend books. 
When you use creative and innovative 
ways to teach students about a particular 
subject they enjoy it more and also 
remember what they are learning. 

We are moving more and more to 
a world that uses technology in every 
aspect of our culture. Everywhere 
you look people are using tablets and 
e-readers. Why not give children who are 
six and seven years old the opportunity 
to use various types of technology, 
like the Kindle Fire? Not only can they 
learn how to use them effectively and 
efficiently, they will come to use these 
things responsibly by choosing on-level 
books that interest them. 

Some of my students have difficulty 
in reading and comprehending. I have 
found that through the use of technology 
my students are very receptive to 
exploring and learning new things.

~ A Returning Developer ~
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n LESSON PLAN TITLES
• Pete the Cat and His Cool QR 

Code
• Pete the Cat and the Groovy 

AR Tests
• Plickers for Pete the Cat

n MATERIALS 
See individual lesson plans.

n ABOUT THE DEVELOPER
Sharon Thomas has worked in the 

field of education since 2004. She has 
taught first, second, and fourth grade 
over the past thirteen years. This year 
Sharon is serving as Dean of Discipline 
at her current school. 

She  ea r ned  he r  deg ree  i n 
Criminology and Communication from 
the University of South Florida in 
2001. She went on to earn her M.Ed. 
in Curriculum and Instruction in 2010 
from the American College of Education 
and later her M.Ed. in Educational 
Leadership in 2012 also from the 
American College of Education. 

Sharon enjoys traveling with her 
husband in their RV and taking cross 
country road trips!

H H H 



“Pete the Cat and His Groovy Technology” Sharon Thomas
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
ELA and Technology

n GRADES
First

n OBJECTIVES 
Read each Pete the Cat book. Students 
will then answer each question on the 
corresponding QR Code answer sheet. 
When they are done answering each 
question they will use a Kindle to scan 
each code and check their answers.

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSS
FSS/NGSS - LAFS.1.RL.1.1  Ask and 

answer questions about key details 
in a text.

LAFS.1.RF.3.3   Know and apply grade-
level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding.

LAFS.1.RF.4.4   Read with sufficient 
accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension.

LAFS.1.SL.1.2   Ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text 
read aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media.

n VOCABULARY
Vocabulary will vary for each Pete the 
Cat book

n MATERIALS
• Website to create QR Codes:   

http://www.qr-code-generator.com/ 
• QR Code Scanner App (any free 

app will work)
• Pete the Cat’s Super Cool Reading 

Collection Book Set
- Pete’s Big Lunch
- Play Ball
- Pete at the Beach
- Too Cool for School
- A Pet for Pete

• Kindle Fire Tables
• Teacher Generated Pete the Cat 

QR Code answer sheets (attached 
to this file)

• Pencil
• Crayon or colored pencil

n DIRECTIONS 
Teacher will go to http://www.qr-code-

generator.com/ and create various 
answers to Pete the Cat books. Or 
use the premade answer sheets 
attached to this file. 

Print one answer sheet per student with 
corresponding Pete the Cat QR 
code answers.

Place the sheets along with each book 
in a basket in a center.

Students will read various Pete the Cat 
books during center time.

Using the QR code answer sheet 
students will answer each question 
that the teacher generated or use 
the attachment in this file.

Using a Kindle Fire (or any classroom 
tablet) students will open the QR 
scanner app.

They will check their answers by 
scanning the code.

Instruct students if they get a question 
wrong they are to use a crayon or 
marker to mark their answer wrong.

Explain to the students that when 
scanning the QR code it is to 
CHECK their answer, not to erase 
and change their answer. The 
scanning of the code is to give them 
immediate feedback.

If a students get an answer wrong they 
are to go back and find the answer in 
the text and write the page number 
of where the correct answer was.

Students will repeat until they have com-
pleted all questions corresponding 
to the book they read.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Students will turn in their answer 

sheets when their center is complete 
and the teacher will check for mastery.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
Teacher can read the Pete the 

Cat book to the students that need 
assistance or students can buddy read 
the book during center time prior to 
answering the questions.
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Lesson Plan No 2: Pete the Cat and the Groovy AR Tests
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
ELA and Technology

n GRADES
First

n OBJECTIVES 
While using the Kindle Fires, students 
will read various Pete the Cat Books and 
take AR tests.

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSS
FSS/NGSS - LAFS.1.RL.1.1  Ask and 

answer questions about key details 
in a text.

LAFS.1.RF.3.3   Know and apply grade-
level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding.

LAFS.1.RF.4.4   Read with sufficient 
accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension.

LAFS.1.SL.1.2   Ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text 
read aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media.

n VOCABULARY
Vocabulary will vary for each AR 

book. Students will also have the 
opportunity to take the vocabulary test 
after they complete the comprehension 
test. Not all books have this option, but 
if it is there, students will be asked to 
complete this as well.

n MATERIALS
• Kindle Fire
• Headphones
• Pete the Cat’s Super Cool Reading 

Collection Book Set
- Pete’s Big Lunch
- Play Ball
- Pete at the Beach
- Too Cool for School
- A Pet for Pete

n DIRECTIONS 
Place each Pete the Cat book in the 

classroom library.
While in a designated center, students 

will read various Pete the Cat books. 
After they are done reading the book on 

the Kindle Fire students will log onto 
AR and take a quiz.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Student scores on AR tests will be 

used to assess mastery of each book.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
If students are unable to read the 

Pete the Cat book on their own the 
teacher can do a read aloud. While 
taking AR quizzes they will also be 
given the opportunity to have the quiz 
questions and answer choices read to 
them when the read to me feature is 
enabled within Accelerated Reader.
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Lesson Plan No 3: Plickers for Pete the Cat
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
ELA and Technology

n GRADES
First

n OBJECTIVES 
While using Plickes cards, students will 
answer teacher generate comprehension 
questions about various Pete the Cat 
Books.

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSS
LAFS.1.RL.1.1  Ask and answer 

questions about key details in a text. 
LAFS.1.RF.3.3   Know and apply grade-

level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding.

LAFS.1.RF.4.4   Read with sufficient 
accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension.

LAFS.1.SL.1.2   Ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text 
read aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media. 

n VOCABULARY
Vocabulary will vary for each Pete the 
Cat book

n MATERIALS
• Free account sign up on the Plickers 

Website: https://www.plickers.com/ 
• Card stock 
• One Plickers Card Per Student 

(teacher generated from www.
plickers.com) printed on cardstock 
and laminated for durability. Create 
these cards prior to starting this 
lesson.

• Kindle Fire 
• SMART Board 
• Teacher laptop or computer 

attached to the SMART Board
• Pete the Cat’s Super Cool Reading 

Collection Book Set 
- Pete’s Big Lunch
- Play Ball
- Pete at the Beach
- Too Cool for School
- A Pet for Pete

n DIRECTIONS 
Using the website www.plickers.

com teacher wi l l  create new 
comprehension questions for 
various Pete the Cat Books (please 
see attachment in this file containing 
the questions used) for this lesson.

NOTE: If needed and teacher is 
unfamiliar with the Plickers program, 
use the attached document for 
getting started and using Plickers. 
Teacher will create their account (if 
they do not already have one) and 
create questions.

Teacher will open the Plickers website 
as well as the plickers app on one 
of the Kindle Fire. 

A comprehension question will be 
displayed and read to the students 
while they sit on the carpet in front 
of the SMART Board.

After the question is asked the students 
will answer by displaying A, B, C, or 
D on their card toward the teacher.

Teacher will scan the cards using 
the Kindle. The pl ickers app 
communicates with the website.

The number of correct and incorrect 
answers are displayed in the form 
of a graph.

Teacher will then discuss the correct 
answers for immediate feedback.

The plickers website tracks each 
students answer and how many they 
got correct and incorrect providing 
a score for each individual student.

The graph does not show which student 
answered what question while 
showing the graph. Students will 
not know who gets it correct or 
incorrect. Only the teacher will know 
that information.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
S t u d e n t s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a 

comprehension grade from the Plickers 
website based on how many questions 
they answered correctly. The Active 
Listening Rubric will also be used for 
this lesson to provide a listening grade. 
Rubric attached to this file. 

n ACCOMMODATIONS
If students are unable to read the 

Pete the Cat book on their own the 
teacher can do a read aloud. While 
taking AR quizzes they will also be 
given the opportunity to have the quiz 
questions and answer choices read to 
them when the read to me feature is 
enabled within Accelerated Reader. 

The Pete the Cat Books can be read 
as a read aloud or to individual students 
that need it prior to the assessment. 
While using the Plickers cards, students 
can work with a shoulder partner during 
questioning. Then during iii students that 
missed any comprehension questions 
can have a follow up with the story and 
questions.

H H H



Materials Budget
 SUPPLIER ITEM # AND DESCRIPTION COST QUANTITY TOTAL COST

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher _________________________________________

School __________________________________________

________________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Subtotal

Tax if applicable

Shipping if applicable

TOTAL
BUDGET
AMOUNT

“Pete the Cat and His Groovy Technology” Sharon Thomas
Lesson Plans Materials Budget
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Sharon Thomas

Wendell Watson Elementary

Amazon  Fire Tablet, 7” Display, Wi-Fi, 8 GB - Includes Special Offers, Black $49.99 6 $299.94
  Tiean Kids Shock Proof Case For Amazon Kindle Fire HD 7 2015 $6.99 6 $41.94
  Neenah Astrobrights Premium Color Paper Assortment, 
  24 lb, 8.5 x 11 Inches, 500 Sheets $10.19 1 $10.19
  Pete the Cat’s Super Cool Reading Collection (My First I Can Read) $12.86 1 $12.86
  Scotch TL901C-T Thermal Laminator, 2 Roller System, 
  Fast Warm-up, Quick Laminating Speed (White) $19.97 1 $19.97
  Fellowes Thermal Laminating Pouches, ImageLast, Letter Size, 
  3 Mil, 150 Pack (5200509) $17.69 1 $17.69

$402.59

$402.59
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 1 2 3 4
 Novice Apprentice Practitioner Expert

Focus

Body
Language

Attention

• Sometimes I get it.
• I make eye contact 

with the speaker 
some of the time.

• Sometimes I play 
with things while 
someone is talking.

• I’m not always 
quiet.

• I don’t always keep 
my hands to myself.

• Only part of my 
body is facing the 
speaker.

• My hands, feet or 
body move a little 
bit.

• I slouch or lean on 
my hands.

• Sometimes I raise 
my hand before 
speaking.

• I ask very few 
questions during 
discussions.

• I respond with one 
word answers.

• I am not distracted 
by sounds or 
people.

• I make eye contact 
with the speaker.

• There is nothing 
in my hands that 
will take my focus 
away from the 
speaker.

• I am quiet.

• I keep my hands to 
myself.

• I face the speaker 
with my whole 
body.

• My hands, feet, 
and body are still.

• I sit or stand up 
straight.

• I raise my hand 
before speaking.

• I ask questions 
during 
discussions.

• I respond during 
discussions.

• I give or ask for 
feedback.

Student Name _______________________________________________________________

I am a “P” plus:
• I am an active 

listening role 
model.

• I can explain what 
focus means.

• I can teach others 
how to focus.

I am a “P” plus:
• I am an active 

listening role 
model.

• I can explain what 
“body language” 
means.

• I can teach 
others how to use 
appropriate body 
language.

I am a “P” plus:
• I am an active 

listening role 
model.

• I can explain what 
“attention” looks 
like.

• I can teach others 
how to give their 
attention to the 
speaker.

• I am often distracted.
• I don’t look at the 

speaker when they 
are talking.

• I play with things 
while someone is 
talking to me.

• I whisper to others 
and make noises 
during discussions.

• I don’t keep my 
hands to myself.

• My body is facing 
away from the 
speaker.

• My hands, feet, and 
body are moving a 
lot.

• My head is resting 
on my desk and/or 
my eyes are closed.

• I usually give 
answers or ask 
questions without 
raising my hand.

• I often look bored or 
uninterested.

• I don’t participate in 
discussions.
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Plickers Tutorial 
 

After logging into Plickers and creating your FREE account, you can create folders (see arrow 
below) for different subject areas.  

 

 

Below you can see that I created a special folder called Pete the Cat. This folder is within my 
Reading folder.  
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Within my Pete the Cat folder 
I have made individual folders 
for each Pete the Cat book. 
If you click on a particular 
folder you can then create 
questions for your Plickers 
quiz. 

 

 

 

Within my folder A Pet for Pete I created assessment questions. HELPFUL HINT: 
create your questions BACKWARDS. They will not appear in order. If you want 
them in sequential order of your story or in general, create from the end to the 
beginning.  
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You will need to create and print your FREE Plickers cards. On the Plickers 
website click on the word “cards” in the top right corner. You will then see many 
options. The one that I use in my classroom (it gives you two cards per page) is 
the Standard Plickers Card Set (see what is circled below). You can by them, but I 
do not suggest wasting the money. They are easy to print. I suggest printing them 
on card stock. Colored card stock works well for durability then laminating them. 
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You will need to add your students to your class. Click “classes” then “add a new 
class”. I used the demo version for purposes of explaining how to do this since I 
already have a class in Plickers. You will name your class and enter basic class info. 
Then you will see the screen below to add students. You will enter a name and the 
first card will assign to them. You can see that Jon Doe was assigned card 1. I 
entered Mary Smith and after hitting enter she will be added below and be 
assigned card 2. The numbers will correspond to the cards that you print out. Jon 
Doe will ALWAYS need card 1 so his answers log under his name. Mary Smith will 
always need card 2, etc. If you have students enter throughout the year, just 
enter their name and assign them a card. 
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You will need to download the Plickers app on your phone or tablet. It is FREE. On 
your computer you will make sure you have the proper questions open for what you 
want to add to your Queue. See below for what to click…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It will expand and will look like this…….. 
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It will then look like this below….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will click your class and it will add it to your Queue. Look towards the right 
and you will see the question has been added….. 
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Name ______________ Date ___________ 

Answer each question below. Then scan the code to 
see if you are correct.  

A Pet For Pete 

 

1. At the pet store what pet does Pete ask for? 
A.) Hamster 
B.) Lizard 
C.) Goldfish 

 
2. Pete can’t play with Goldie. He can’t swim with 

her. What can Pete do instead? 
A.) Take her back to the pet store. 
B.) Paint a picture of Goldie. 
C.) Tell his mom he doesn’t like her.  

 
3. Who did Pete paint a picture for FIRST? 

A.) Mom 
B.) Benny 
C.) Bob 

 
4. What was the solution for not being able to paint 

everyone a painting? 
A.) He told his mom he was sad. 
B.) He painted one big picture and drove it around 

town. 
C.) He worked hard each day and made everyone a 

picture.  
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Name ______________ Date ___________ 

Answer each question below. Then scan the code to 
see if you are correct.  

Pete At The Beach 

 

1. Who did Pete the Cat go to the beach with? 
A.) His Mom. 
B.) With Bob. 
C.) His mom and Bob.  

 
2. Pete wants to play ball with Bob, but Bob wants 

to ______. 
A.) Surf 
B.) Build a sand castle. 
C.) Eat lunch.  

 
3. After Pete gets in the water Bob tells him he wants 

to show him how to surf. Instead of saying “Maybe 
Later” what does Pete say? 
A.) I’m really scared! 
B.) Let’s do it! 
C.) Can mom help me?  

 
4. What did Pete learn at the end of this story? 

A.) It’s OK to be afraid. 
B.) Surfing gets boring after a while. 
C.) His mom doesn’t like it when Pete and Bob 

surf.  
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Name ______________ Date ___________ 

Answer each question below. Then scan the code to 
see if you are correct.  

Pete’s Big Lunch 

 

1. Pete is hungry. In the beginning of the story what 
does Pete think about wanting to eat? 
A.) Sandwich 
B.) Cat food 
C.) Vegetables  

 
2. After Pete adds all the food to his sandwich it is 

too big. Pete decides to __________. 
A.) Eat it anyway. 
B.) Share it with his brother Bob, 
C.) Call his friends and invite them over.  

 
3. Pete’s sandwich was NOT big enough for all of 

his friends. 
A.) True 
B.) False  

 
4. What lesson did this story teach us? 

A.) Giving your friends lunch is not a good idea. 
B.) Sharing is cool! 
C.) You should ask your mom if you can make a 

sandwich.  
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Name ______________ Date ___________ 

Answer each question below. Then scan the code to 
see if you are correct.  

Play Ball!  

 

1. Pete has a mitt. Pete has a ball and bat. What will 
Pete do today? 
A.) Play basketball 
B.) Play baseball 
C.) Play football  

 
2. What team does Pete play on? 

A.) The Rocks 
B.) The Rolls 
C.) The Cats 

 
3. After Pete drops the ball and does not catch it he is 

_________. 
A.) Angry and mad. 
B.) Not sad because he did his best. 
C.) Happy because he wants the other team to win. 

 
4. Even though Pete strikes out in the end the 

Rocks ______. 
A.) Lose the game. 
B.) Tie the game with the Rolls. 
C.) Win the game.    
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Name ______________ Date ___________ 

Answer each question below. Then scan the code to 
see if you are correct.  

Too Cool For School 
 

1. After Pete puts all the clothes on that his friends and family 
tell him to wear Pete thought he looked ____ and ____. 
A.) Cool and handsome. 
B.) Silly and hot. 
C.) Weird and strange. 

 
2. What color shirt does Pete decide to wear because it is 

HIS favorite? 
A.) The yellow shirt that says “cat”. 
B.) The blue shirt says “cool”. 
C.) The red shirt that says “Pete”.   

 
3. Pete decides to put on all of HIS favorite things and then he 

says ____________. 
A.) Now I look silly. 
B.) I am still hot. 
C.) Now I am COOL. 

 
4. In the end the lesson Pete tell us is __________. 

A.) If you want to be cool listen to your friends. 
B.) Being cool is not a good thing to do. 
C.) If you want to be cool, just be you!  

 


