
n PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
This program uses literacy activities 

to teach students about the parts of a 
plant, what parts of the plant we eat, 
and the plant life cycle. We use a lot of 
material from Reading A-Z.com as well 
as videos from BrainPop Jr.  

I developed this program as a way 
to make language arts more meaningful 
to the students and to show them that 
reading is more than just reading from 
a textbook and taking a reading test.  I 
wanted to develop a love for reading 
by incorporating it with fun, hands on 
science.  

Each day, as the students learn 
about a different aspect about the 
parts of a plant, they are using the 
illustrations and details in a text to 
describe its key ideas, asking and 
answering questions about the key 
details in the text we are reading aloud 
together and with partners, and making 
real life connections between words and 
their use as well as other important key 
literacy strategies.

For further information contact…

Erika Price
 Berkley Charter School

5240 Berkley Rd.  
Auburndale, FL 33823  

Courier Route B
863-968-5024

erika.price@berkleyknights.net
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n OVERALL VALUE 
This program is an example of how 

to incorporate literacy into other subjects 
using the materials from Reading 
A-Z and BrainPop Jr. When I started
making a conscious effort to include
literacy activities into other areas, I saw
a dramatic increase in my students’
reading abilities.  When we started this
year, 83% of the students were below
level in reading.  Now, at the end of the
year, only 11% are below level.

My students are excited to learn 
and eager to use their literacy skills 
to complete each activity or project. 
I enjoy seeing their pride in being 
independent as they are increasing 
important fundamental language arts 
and reading skills. 

The children are successful because 
they are using their reading skills in a 
real and meaningful way through hands 
on activities that keep the students 
interested in what they are learning.   

n LESSON PLAN TITLES
• What’s	That	Part?
• We	Eat	Plant	Parts!
• Changing	Plant	Parts

n MATERIALS 
See individual lesson plans.

n ABOUT THE DEVELOPER
 Erika Price knew from a very early 

age that she would be a teacher when 
she grew up and has always had a love 
for reading and learning.  She earned 
her bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education from Southeastern University 
and has been teaching for 19 years with 
18	of	the	years	being	in	first	grade.		

When she is not instilling a love 
for reading in her students, she is at 
home reading and sharing that passion 
with her two year old daughter.  She 
hopes that all her students will leave her 
classroom with a desire and eagerness 
to read and further their knowledge of 
the world around them.
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“Sowing Literacy, Growing Great Readers” Erika Price
Lesson Plan No 1: What’s That Part?

n SUBJECTS COVERED
Language Arts, Science (diagrams and 
labels, parts of a plant)

n GRADES
First Grade

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will… 

…  learn about the parts of a plant by 
examining a live plant.  

… create and label a diagram of a 
plant using the information they 
learned from their examination and 
also books, video, and pictures. 

… use their diagrams to write a topic 
sentence with details about the 
parts of a plant. Students will create 
a life size plant diagram and turn 
themselves into a living diagram. 

n STANDARDS 
FSS / NGSSS

LACC.1.RI.3.7 
Use the illustrations and details in a 
text to describe its key ideas. 

LACC.1.SL.1.2 
Ask and answer questions about 
key details in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. 

LACC.1.L.3.5.c 
Ident i f y real - l i fe connect ions 
between words and their use.  

LACC.1.RI.4.10 
With prompting and support, read 
informational texts 

Sunshine State Standards: 
SC.1.L.14.2

Identify the major parts of plants

SC.1.N.1.1 
Raise questions about the natural 
world, investigate them in teams 
through free exploration, and 
generate appropriate explanations 
based on those explorations

n MATERIALS
• Parts of a Plant video from BrainPop

Jr.
• One	 live	 plant	 (including	 flower,

leaves, stem, and roots) per partner
• Plant	 Par t	 Smar ts:	 	 Science

Adventures With Char l ie the
Origami	Bee	by	Eric	Braun

• One	magnifying	glass	per	partner
• One	 piece	 of	 white	 paper	 per

student
• Pencil	and	crayons	for	student	use
• Paper	plate
• Green	bulletin	board	paper
• Sentence	strips
• White	yarn
• Brown	paper
• Yellow	paint
• Glue

n DIRECTIONS 
Introduce the parts of a plant by 

reading Plant Part Smarts: Science 
Adventures with Charlie the Origami 
Bee by Eric Braun and discuss the parts 
of the plant that Charlie encounters, 
introducing the vocabulary words as 
you go.   

After the story, give each set of 
partners a plant and a magnifying glass.  
Have the students examine all parts of 
the plant, paying attention to each part 
that was mentioned in the story and 
how they are connected to each other.  
After thoroughly examining all parts, give 
each student paper and have them make 
a drawing of the plant and then label 
their diagram drawing, making sure to 
use all vocabulary words.  

When	finished,	review	by	watching	
the Plant Parts BrainPop Jr. video and 
taking the review quiz.

My students have a sc ience 
notebook where we wrap up each 
lesson by writing a summary sentence of 
what we have learned.  Their sentences 
include a topic and then supporting 
details.  Sentences will vary depending 
on the ability of each writer.  

Another fun wrap up activity that 
I like to do with my students is to turn 
each one into a life size, living, plant 
diagram.  Step by step directions with 
pictures for this fun activity are included 
separately.  Also, I teach my students a 
fun little song with movements to do as 
well.  This incorporates movement and 
song which covers multiple intelligence 
ways of learning.    

Some students may need a little 
assistance examining their plant and 
drawing their diagram.  When writing the 
summary sentences, some writers may 
benefit	from	using	a	frame	and	filling	in	
blanks.		Other	advanced	writers	might	
be able to turn their sentence into a 
paragraph. 

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 

The completed diagrams with labels can 
be used as an evaluative tool as well as 
the student’s summary sentences.

n ADDL INFORMATION
I found most of my supplies from 

Amazon.  The books mentioned are 
books that I happen to use but there are 
many more great books that you could 
use as well.
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“Sowing Literacy, Growing Great Readers” Erika Price
Lesson Plan No 2: We Eat Plant Parts!

n SUBJECTS COVERED
Language Arts, Science (literacy skills, 
parts of a plant)

n GRADES
First Grade

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will… 

…  learn how we eat each part of the 
plant. 

…  create an edible plant part diagram. 

n STANDARDS 
FSS / NGSSS
LANGUAGE ARTS/MATH

LACC.1.RI.3.7 
Use the illustrations and details in a 
text to describe its key ideas. 

LACC.1.SL.1.2 
Ask and answer questions about 
key details in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. 

LACC.1.L.3.5.c 
Ident i f y real - l i fe connect ions 
between words and their use.  

LACC.1.RI.4.10 
With prompting and support, read 
informational texts appropriately 
complex for grade 1. 

Sunshine State Standards:
(Other Content Areas)

SC.1.L.14.2 
 Identify the major parts of plants
SC.1.N.1.1 

Raise questions about the natural 
world, investigate them in teams 
through free exploration, and 
generate appropriate explanations 
based on those explorations

n MATERIALS
• Plants Feed Me book by Lizzy

Barton
• Baby	carrots
• Celery
• Sunflower	seeds
• Raw	broccoli	and/or	cauliflower
• Bag	of	baby	spinach
• Plants We Eat activity from Ms.

Augusta on TeachersPayTeachers
• Paper	plates

n DIRECTIONS 
Connect to the previous lesson by 

showing students a plant diagram and 
asking them to name the different parts.  
Tell the students that we eat all the 
different parts of a plant.  Read Plants 
Feed Me by Lizzy Barton making sure 
to take time and discuss each page.  
The book has excellent diagrams and 
pictures to show each part of the plant 
we eat. 

After reading the book, give the 
students the Plants We Eat diagram.  
Remind the students about the names 
for each part of the plant.  Show the 
students the different vegetables you 
have.  Give the students the strip with 
the vegetables from Ms. Augusta’s 
activity.  Have the students color, cut, 
and glue each vegetable onto the part 
of the plant that they think it is.  Remind 
them about the story that you read and 
discussed.  Monitor students as they are 
working to correct any mistakes.  

After completing this activity, give 
each student a paper plate with one 
of each vegetable.  Have the students 
write the name of each plant part that 
the vegetables represent then they can 
enjoy their vegetables.

To wrap up, have the students write 
a summarizing sentence(s) to describe 
each part of the plant they ate.  

PLEASE NOTE: Some students may 
need assistance gluing the correct 
vegetables onto the plant parts.  
Beginning writers may benefit 
from a sentence frame to help 
them complete the summarizing 
sentence.  Advanced writers may 
be able to write several sentences 
or even a paragraph.  

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
The cut and glue activity can be used 

to evaluate students’ understanding of 
the plant parts we eat.
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“Sowing Literacy, Growing Great Readers” Erika Price
Lesson Plan No 3: Changing Plant Parts
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
 Language Arts, Science (literacy skills, 
parts of a plant , life cycle)

n GRADES
First Grade

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will… 

…  understand that the parts of a plant 
change as it goes through its life 
cycle.

n STANDARDS 
FSS / NGSSS
LANGUAGE ARTS/MATH

LACC.1.RI.3.7 
Use the illustrations and details in a 
text to describe its key ideas. 

LACC.1.SL.1.2 
Ask and answer questions about 
key details in a text read aloud  or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. 

LACC.1.L.3.5.c 
Ident i f y real - l i fe connect ions 
between words and their use.  

LACC.1.RI.4.10 
With prompting and support, read 
informational texts appropriately 
complex for grade 1.

Sunshine State Standards:
(Other Content Areas)

SC.1.L.14.2 
 Identify the major parts of plants
SC.1.N.1.1 

Raise questions about the natural 
world, investigate them in teams 
through free exploration, and 
generate appropriate explanations 
based on those explorations

n MATERIALS
• A Seed Grows leveled reader

from Reading A-Z (one book per
partner)

• National Geographic Readers:
From Seed to Plant

• BrainPop	Jr	plant	Life Cycle video
• Sequencing	activity	from	A Seed

Grows from Reading A-Z.

n DIRECTIONS 
Review the parts of a plant. Explain 

that the parts of a plant are constantly 
growing and changing. Read National 
Geographic	 Readers:	From Seed to 
Plant, pointing out the changes that each 
part of the plant goes through.

Give each set of partners a copy 
of A Seed Grows (leveled reader from 
Reading A-Z).  Read the book out 
loud together, making sure to stop and 
discuss each part of the plant that forms 
through the life cycle as the plant grows.  
Students can then read the story with 
their partners.

After reading, give each student a 
copy of the plant life cycle sequencing 
activity that goes along with A Seed 
Grows from Reading A-Z.  Students 
could also complete the comprehension 
quiz that goes along with the story as 
well.  

Wrap up by watching the BrainPop 
Jr video about the plant life cycle.          

Students may need assistance 
reading the story with their partner.  
Reading A-Z offers many different 
plant books on lower levels along with 
literacy activities.  These are wonderful 
to use with small groups or iii.  Some 
examples	are:

• ELL-The	book	The Plant
(Concept	book,	nonfiction,	17
words, Level aa Lexile BR40L)
is very useful for ELL students.
Each page has a picture and
only one or two words.

• Grow Vegetables, Grow!
(Concept	book,	nonfiction,	67
words, Level D, Lexile 170L).

• I Am Your New Plant
(Informational,	nonfiction,	82
words, Level E Lexile 260L).

• The Sunflower Hut (How to,
nonfiction,	147	words,	Level	F,
Lexile 380L)

• Grow Tomatoes in Six Steps
(How	to,	nonfiction,	169	words,
Level G Lexile 400L)

• Butterfly Cafe	(Realistic	fiction,
180 words, Level H, Lexile
450L)

All books include comprehension, 
phonics, grammar, word work, discussion 
cards, and a comprehension quiz.  

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
The life cycle sequencing activity 

can be used to show mastery.
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TOTAL
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AMOUNT

“Sowing Literacy, Growing Great Readers” Erika Price
Materials Budget
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Erika Price

Berkley Charter School

Reading A-Z.com Classroom subscription to the site $109.95 1 yr subsc $109.95 
Brainpopjr.com Subscription to the site 175.00 1 yr subsc 175.00
TeachersPayTeachers.com Plants We Eat activity from Ms. Augusta’s tpt store      2.00 1 2.00   
Amazon.com Magnifying Glasses | 4 1/4 Inch Magnifying Glasses | 24 Pack | 9.99 1 9.99 
Amazon.com Plants Feed Me by Lizzy Rockwell      6.99 1 6.99
Amazon.com Plant Part Smarts: Science Adventures With Charlie the Origami Bee by Eric Braun 6.95 1 6.95  
Amazon SunWorks Construction Paper, Brown, 9” x 12”, 100 Sheets 3.84 1 3.84 
Amazon National Geographic Readers:  Seed to Plant book 3.99 1 3.00
Amazon Fadeless Bulletin Board Art Paper, Apple Green, 24” x 60’, 1 Roll 22.24 1 22.24
Walmart    Sargent Art Yellow Tempera Paint, 16 Oz 2.12 1 2.12   
Walmart Red Heart Super Saver Chunky Yarn-White 3.49 1 3.49 
Walmart Crayola Construction Paper in 10 Colors, 240 Sheets 4.96 1 4.96 
Walmart One live plant per partner 1.00 10 12.00
Walmart Paper plates (two per student) 3.00 2 packs 6.00 
Reading A-Z.com Classroom subscription to the site 109.95 1 yr subsc 109.95 
Brainpopjr.com Subscription to the site 175.00 1 yr subsc 175.00
TeachersPayTeachers.com Plants We Eat activity from Ms. Augusta’s tpt store      2.00 1 2.00   
Walmart Copy paper to print books from Reading A-Z 3.72 1 3.72 
grocery store Raw baby carrots, celery, broccoli/cauliflower, baby spinach, 

bag of sunflower seeds 15.00 1 bag of each 15.00

$387.25

13.88

$401.13



“Sowing Literacy, Growing Great Readers” Erika Price
Plant Facts Summary Sentence Rubric
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Student Name _______________________________________________________________
Plant	  Facts	  Summary	  Sentence	  Rubric	       	  

	  

      Needs  
Guidance  

 

Developing  
         Skills  

 

Meets  
Standards 

 

Exceeds 
Standards 

 
Sentence has a 

main topic. 
                        

  Sentence has 
detail(s). 

                        

Facts in 
sentence are 

correct. 

                        

Sentence uses 
proper 

mechanics. 

                        

      
 

                        

      
 

                        

 

 

 
  



“Sowing Literacy: Growing Great Readers” Erica Price
Additional Information - Plant Costume
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“Sowing Literacy: Growing Great Readers” Erica Price
Additional Information - Plant Costume
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“Sowing Literacy: Growing Great Readers” Erica Price
Additional Information - Plant Costume labels
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“Sowing Literacy: Growing Great Readers” Erica Price
Additional Information - Plant Parts Song
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