
“It’s {Word} Party Time! 
Teaching Writing Skills with a Party Theme”

n PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
“It’s {Word} Party Time!  Teaching 

Writing Skills with a Party Theme” 
is a way to capitalize on student’s love 
of celebration while motivating them to 
write vividly!  Each day begins with a fun, 
exciting party game (with a “subliminal” 
writing lesson).  Following the game, the 
lesson learned is applied and practiced 
in the student’s writing activities on that 
same day.  The games and lessons chosen 
for this unit were based on the specific 
needs of my seventh graders this year.  
Anyone can do the same!  Identify your 
student’s writing weaknesses.  Then, think 
of corresponding party games that can 
teach these lessons in a motivating and 
interesting manner.  After that, inspire the 
students to utilize these lessons in their 
writing and give them time to practice, 
practice, practice!  

For example, this unit was kicked off 
in my classroom with a “party popper” to 
grab student attention.  Even this simple 
attention grabber had a lesson attached 
– this is how the reader should feel when 
an essay begins with an effective “clincher 
sentence.”  In partners, students also did a 
couple of description activities using play-
doh, pictures, and barriers.  Tables were 
set up so that students could not see what 
their partner had in front of him / her, and 
students were challenged to describe, in 
precise and descriptive detail, the picture 
or original play-doh creation so it could be 
recreated by the partner.  The lesson in 
these activities was how to use descriptive, 
precise, and exact language in writing so 
that the reader can visualize the examples 
and descriptions used.
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In a systematic manner, each 
deficiency was addressed through 
engaging, party-like activities.  After several 
weeks of activities, lessons learned, and 
almost constant practice and application 
of these writing skills, students made 
themselves “goody bags” as a cumulative 
activity. These bags included visual 
representations of each of the lessons 
they had learned throughout the unit.  The 
visual, concrete cues helped the students 
to “see” what they learned and remember 
the lessons so that they could apply them 
on an FCAT Writes-style practice test.  The 
result was a product (essay) from each 
student that was dynamic, descriptive, and 
well-organized!

n OVERALL VALUE 
This program gives students an 

exciting and dynamic way to improve 
specific weaknesses in their writing 
skills (or in any subject area, for that 
matter).  With a creative mind and a few 
resources, teachers can turn the “same 
old” curriculum into a high-interest method 
of teaching that helps students learn and 
practice transferable skills in a way that 
will keep them looking forward to the next 
thrilling lesson!  

While using this system, one of my 
formerly unmotivated students said, 
“You’ve made me like writing!”  That’s when 
I knew that the Word Party concept was 
effective for EVERY student in my class.  
Students of all types can learn, enjoy, and 
apply valuable writing concepts using this 
system, as their manner of writing begins 
to change, giving a facelift of descriptive, 
focused, and vivid writing to their formerly 
disorganized and drab essays.

n LESSON PLAN TITLES
• Using Precise Language

• Creating a Visual Reminder

n MATERIALS 
Space requirements include individual 

student desks or work stations, classroom 
reorganization into student teams of 
four, and space for students to create 
a community circle for whole class 
discussions.  Also, students need space 
to move around, pair / share / interact 
with classmates.  Also, an overhead or a 
multimedia projector (for activity directions 
and examples) is necessary.  A computer 
lab facility would make the typing, coding, 
and printing of final essays a snap.  
However, students can alternatively use 
crayons or colored pencils to color code 
their paragraphs, if necessary.

n ABOUT THE DEVELOPER 
Shanna Fox is in her ninth year of 

teaching Language Arts on the middle 
school level.  She has a B.A. in English 
and Secondary Education from Flagler 
College and has earned her National Board 
Certification in Early Adolescence English 
Language Arts.  

She is currently a seventh grade 
Language Arts teacher at Daniel Jenkins 
Academy in Haines City.
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“It’s {Word} Party Time!...” Shanna Fox
Lesson Plan No 1: Using Precise Language

n SUBJECTS COVERED
Language Arts subjects covered include:  
vivid language, descriptive writing, essay 
and paragraph organization, FCAT 
writing tips, voice, and memory aids.

n GRADES
Can be applied to grades K-12

n OBJECTIVES 
1. Students will learn and practice 

using precise, exact, descriptive 
language in verbal and written 
communication. 

2. Students will apply this skill (using 
precise language) to their expository 
writing, in the pre-writing process 
and the essay itself.

n SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 
• LA.7.3.1.1-3

• LA.7.3.2.1-3

• LA.7.4.1.2

n MATERIALS

Part One:  Play-Doh Creations
1. Play-Doh, one regular-s ized 

container for each team of four 
students – students split in half

2. Flexible straws – 2 per team, cut in 
half, each pair receives one straight 
piece, one flex piece

3. Barricades (textbooks, folder 
“ h o u s e s , ”  o r  o t h e r  u s a b l e 
materials.

4. An Example Set of materials for 
teacher use

Part Two:  Inventions / 
Written Directions
5. Drawing paper, pencil, and folder for 

each student

6. An overhead transparency invention 
/ written direction example

Part Three:  Application of 
Skill / Writing Prompt
7. Prompt / Pre-write / Guidelines Page 

for assessment essay

n DIRECTIONS 
Lesson Outline - Part One:
1. Inform students of guidelines for 

Play-Doh creations
2. Students placed in teams, students 

erect barricades, teacher hands out 
supplies

3. Teacher uses example set of 
materials to demonstrate techniques 
of precise description (i.e., “first, 
take half the play-doh and roll it into 
a ball about the size of a meatball.  
Then, place the straight piece of 
straw into the top of the meatball.”)  

4. Students create, as teacher describes.  
Then, compare your creation to each 
student pair creation.

5. Briefly discuss helpful language / 
possible improvements and tips & 
techniques of precise language.

6. Student pairs alternate turns – 
create, describe & copy, compare, 
discuss improvements in precise 
language communication.  

7. Collect materials.
8. Quick discussion:  connect the 

use of precise language in verbal 
communication to exact and precise 
description in their writing.  

Lesson Outline - Part Two:
1. Give out two sheets of blank paper, 

one pencil, and one folder to each 
student.

2. Present your demo written directions, 
and allow students to attempt 
drawing the demo invention.

3. Compare results, using overhead 
transparency image of your demo 
invention.  Discuss precise language 
in written form (highlight helpful 
words / phrases that create visual 
image in mind of reader).

4. Students take three minutes to draw 
and title their inventions.

5. Students are given ample time to 
write directions on how to create 
/ draw that invention and write 
the invention title at the top of 
the directions page.  Students 
place invention drawing into secret 
folder.

6. Students swap directions only (keep 
folders with inventions drawing with 
them until later).

7. Students are given 3 – 5 minutes to 
draw inventions, according to written 
directions they received.

8. Students are given the secret 
folder with the matching invention, 
and compare their drawing to the 
original.

9. Class discussion of how written 
directions could be improved / more 
precise – what helped, what was 
confusing, etc.

10. Connection of the use of precise 
language in written directions and 
in essay writing.

Lesson Outline - Part Three:
1.   Students are given prompt / pre-

write / guidelines page.

2.   Students write an essay, incorporating 
the precise language skills they 
learned into their responses.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Students regular ly  apply the 

lessons they learn in FCAT-style writing 
assignments OR in your subject area, 
any specific way you would like them to 
prove that they have learned each lesson 
(portfolios, quizzes, journals, etc.)

n EXTENSION
Students can create their own 

lessons and can have a day when 
their team teaches the lesson in a fun 
and exciting manner, with guided and 
independent practice to solidify the 
concept to be attained.
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
Language Arts subjects covered include:  
vivid language, descriptive writing, essay 
and paragraph organization, FCAT 
writing tips, voice, and memory aids.

n GRADES
Can be applied to grades K-12

n OBJECTIVES 
1.  Students will create and understand 

analogies between objects and 
writing skills / lessons learned.

2. Students will recall and apply 
lessons / skills learned about the 
writing process and expectations for 
expository writing.

n SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 
• LA.7.3.1.1-3

• LA.7.3.2.1-3

• LA.7.3.3.1-4

• LA.7.3.4.1-5

• LA.7.3.5.1-3

n MATERIALS 
Your materials list may differ, 
based on lessons learned by your 
students!
All materials for Part One: **See attached 
copy of the materials key** 
1. Sample Cups – 1 oz.  (1 per student 

– p / s)
2. Wet Ones – handy wipes (1 p / s)
3. Colored toothpicks (3 p / s – each 

one a different color)
4. Flourescent colored beads (hair 

beads, big enough to thread onto 
yarn – 3 p / s – can be same color)

5. Yarn (one long strand p / s)
6. Foil confetti (one bag – one small 

pinch p / s)
7. Zip-top sandwich bags (one p / s)

8. Flexible straws – cut in half   (1/2 p 
/s – use flexible end only)

9. River rocks – one bag – (1 p / s)
10. Labels (1 p / s) – to place student 

names on completed bags
11. Demonstration – completed bag

n DIRECTIONS 
Part One:  Bag of Goodies
1. Teacher reminds students of all their 

hard work and all the lessons / skills 
they have developed throughout 
the unit – show DEMO bag, explain 
each object in bag.

2. Students are given a zip-top 
sandwich bag & a label to write their 
names and attach label to bag.

3. In a “buffet-style,” all objects (except 
confetti – teacher distributes confetti 
later) are set up for students to 
create their bags.  Students fill their 
bags with the appropriate number of 
each object & return to their seats.

4. Students must create a “paragraph” 
model by attaching the colored 
toothpicks and fluorescent beads 
onto the yarn to represent the parts 
of a paragraph (topic, explanation, 
examples, vivid language, sum up) 
– see diagram below.

“It’s {Word} Party Time!...” Shanna Fox
Lesson Plan No 2: Creating a Visual Reminder

5. Teacher places a pinch of confetti into 
each student bag, staples a “lessons 
learned” guide / key onto the outside 
of the bag, sealing / stapling the bag 
shut so students can see, but not 
remove, the objects inside.

Part Two:  Review
1. Students “study their bags for 

homework, remembering each 
lesson learned / what each object 
represents.

2. Students pair up and discuss each 
object / lesson learned.  

3. Students play a game, trying to 
remember & draw each of the objects 
and the coordinating lessons, from 
memory.

Part Three:  Application
1. Students use their bags as a visual 

reminder of lessons / skills learned 
as they type and code their final 
expository essays (mock FCAT 
Writes test, on computers).

2. Students are assessed on their final 
coded essay, based on all of the 
learned writing skills (using FCAT 
Writes 6-point rubric).

3. Teacher gives bag of reminders to 
next year’s Language Arts teacher 
to help students recall the lessons 
learned in 7th grade!

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Students regular ly  apply the 

lessons they learn in FCAT-style writing 
assignments OR in your subject area, 
any specific way you would like them to 
prove that they have learned each lesson 
(portfolios, quizzes, journals, etc.)

n EXTENSION
Students can create their own 

lessons and can have a day when 
their team teaches the lesson in a fun 
and exciting manner, with guided and 
independent practice to solidify the 
concept to be attained.
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“It’s {Word} Party Time!...” Shanna Fox
Rubric
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CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Introduction 
(Organization) 

Inviting, states main 
topic and previews 
structure of paper.

Clearly states main 
topic / previews 

structure of paper but 
not inviting to reader.

States main topic, but 
does not adequately 
preview structure of 

paper / not inviting to 
reader.

No clear introduction 
of main topic or 

structure of paper. 
Not inviting - 

completely off topic.

Sequencing 
(Organization)

Details are placed in 
a logical order and 
the way they are 

presented effectively 
keeps the interest of 

the reader.

Details are placed in 
a logical order, but the 
way in which they are 
presented/introduced 
sometimes makes the 
writing less interesting.

Some details are not in 
a logical or expected 

order, and this distracts 
the reader.

Many details are 
not in a logical or 
expected order. 

There is little sense 
that the writing is 

organized.

Focus on Topic 
(Content)

One clear, well-
focused topic. Topic 
sentence for each 

paragraph is present 
and supported.

Main idea present. 
Topic sentences present 

but some are general 
/ lacking appropriate 

focus.

Topic sentences not at 
start of all paragraphs 
/ topic sentences don’t 

tie to essay focus.

Main idea not clear 
/ lack of focus on 
topic. Seemingly 

random collection of 
information.

Support for 
Topic (Content)

Relevant, telling, 
quality details give 

the reader important 
information - goes 

beyond the obvious 
or predictable.

Supporting details, 
explanations and 

examples are relevant - 
one key issue or portion 
of essay unsupported

Some details, 
explanations, and 
examples relevant, 

but several key issues 
or portions of essay 

unsupported.

Supporting details, 
explanation, and 

examples are 
unclear, not related 

to the topic, or 
missing.

Word Choice

Vivid words used 
create pictures in 
reader’s mind --

choice & placement 
of words seems 
accurate, natural

Some vivid words used. 
Occasionally words are 

used inaccurately or 
seem overdone.

Writer uses words that 
communicate clearly, 
but the words chosen 
are lackluster or dull.

Writer uses a limited 
vocabulary. Slang or 
clichés detract from 

meaning.

Conclusion 
(Organization)

Strong / leaves 
reader with feeling 

that they understand 
what the writer is 

“getting at.”

The conclusion is 
recognizable and ties 

up almost all loose 
ends.

The conclusion 
is recognizable, 

but leaves several 
unknown, loose ends 
for reader to assume.

There is no clear 
conclusion, the paper 
just ends. Conclusion 

off-topic or unclear



Teacher’s Name __________________________________

School: _________________________________________  

“It’s {Word} Party Time!...” Shanna Fox
Lesson Plans Materials Budget

Shanna Fox
Daniel Jenkins Academy

Materials Budget

2007 - 2008 Idea CaTalog of exCellenCe

Supplier Item Description Cost Qty Total Cost

Dollar Tree Large River Rocks 1.00 3 3.00
Mini Duster or Fly Swatter 1.00 2 2.00
Zip-top Sandwich Bags - pkg. of 50 1.00 3 3.00
Flexible Straws - pkg. of 100 1.00 1 1.00
Describe It! Activity - Ten miscellaneous items (teacher choice) 1.00 10 10.00

Wal-Mart Beads - florescent multi-colored (craft section) 1.96 1 1.96
Confetti (foil) 0.94 1 0.94
Streamers (2 colors) 0.48 2 0.96
Colored toothpicks - pkg. of 50 0.58 3 1.74
Yarn - large spool, any color 2.17 1 2.17
Balloon Time Helium Kit 19.97 1 19.97
M & M’s candy - medium bag 2.94 1 2.94
Cake - medium sized rectangular cake 12.87 1 12.87
Wet Ones Individually Wrapped moist wipes (24 pk.) 2.14 5 10.70
Diving Sticks (pool supplies) - 9 pk. to use as batons to pass around team 2.94 1 2.94
Play-Doh 4 pack 1.67 3 5.01
Brown lunch bags (for describe it activity) 1.50 1 1.50

could substitute twist-up cray-
ons $1.97 / pk of 10

Pens - Papermate Assorted ink 10 pk.  (to code essays) 0.96 8 7.68

Self-adhesive white mailing labels (300 ct.) 3.96 1 3.96
6 sticky notes - multicolored pastel pk. of 4 ** optional ** Total:  $11.82 x x x

Oriental Trading (online) Party Poppers (for teacher use only) - 12 pk. 12.95 1 12.95
Inflatable microphones - 12 pk. 7.95 1 7.95
Giant Bouncy Beach Ball 8.95 1 8.95

Order through local Publix Sample cups - 1 oz. (called portion cups - come in pkg. of 250) 3.50 1 3.50
Sample cups - 3 - 4 oz.  (called portion cups - come in pkg. of 250) 3.50 1 3.50

Amazon.com Writing Lessons for the Overhead (Grades 5 & Up) 12.91 1 11.53
Writing Lessons for the Overhead available for Grades 1 / 2-3 x x x
50 Writing Lessons That Work!  Motivating Prompts and Easy Activities… 9.95 1 9.95
Step by Step Strategies for Teaching Expository Writing, GR 4-8 10.85 1 10.85
10 Easy Writing Lessons That Get Kids Ready for Writing Assessments 10.17 1 10.17
Brighten Up Beginnings and Other Quick Writing Lessons 9.95 1 9.95

183.64
Shipping and Handling Shipping and Handling - Amazon.com (approximate) 7.95 1 7.95

Shipping and Handling - Orientaltrading.com (approximate) 6.95 1 6.95
Subtotal 198.54

Taxes Taxes (Calculated at 7.5% for Amazon.com & Oriental Trading only) x x 6.17
$2.24 / Oriental Trading - $3.93 / Amazon x x

Total Cost Total Cost x x 204.71


