
“An Out of the Ballpark Literary Hit!”

n PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
An Out of the Ballpark Literary 

Hit! is a collaborative, read-aloud project 
for third through fifth graders. The 
intent of the program is to encourage 
reading as well as build community. 
Using the book The Way to Stay in 
Destiny, by Augusta Scattergood, ties 
in baseball, music, dance, history, loss, 
and friendship. Each class had at least 
one copy of the book to read aloud, with 
additional copies available for those 
with special needs or for differentiation. 
Copies were also provided to activity 
and resource teachers, administrators, 
K-2 teachers and support personnel. 
The book was introduced with a book-
talk in media class. The reading and 
activity schedule was provided for 
classroom teachers. The approximate 
schedule was one chapter per day, so 
the book would be completed in about 
six weeks

Since everyone was reading the 
book simultaneously there was a lot 
of discussion all over campus...When 
students went to PE, the PE teacher 
engaged the students. When they went 
to art, the art teacher did the same. 
Many of the paraprofessionals read 
along and talked with the students in 
the lunchroom. 

Online collaboration tools were 
used throughout the project to include 

For further information contact…

Mary Idsardi
North Wauchula Elementary

1120 N. Florida Ave. 
Wauchula, FL 33873

(863)773-2183
midsardi@hardee.k12.fl.us

2018 - 2019 IDEA CATALOG OF EXCELLENCE

a response to literature. An example 
from one of the included lessons is 
Answer Garden - a tool which allows 
users to create, share, answer, and 
manage topic questions without having 
to sign up for an account. The result is 
a visual word cloud that shows answers 
generated by the group. Those answers 
with the greatest frequency are largest. 
Another tool which can be used for 
student response is Padlet. It works 
like a notepad on which students can 
put anything - text, images, or videos 
- from any device. It’s a very versatile 
online tool. 

Including an author visit via SKYPE, 
a piano recital and a variety of community 
guest speakers including Veterans, 
makes this project engaging. Adding a 
service learning component -a penny 
drive to benefit a Veterans organization 
- allows the students to feel a part of 
something big. 

The book The Way to Stay in 
Destiny is really all about family, but not 
necessarily the family you’re born with. 
It’s about the family that supports you 
and your dreams and hopefully, through 
this project students will discover that 
we, as a school, are a family and need 
to support one another’s dreams. 
Collaboration with art, music, PE, 
and media teachers reinforces the 
community aspect of this project and 

provides reluctant readers different 
venues for acquisition of some of the 
content, leading to success. Success 
promotes reading! 

n OVERALL VALUE 
A cooperative read-aloud, The Way 

to Stay in Destiny, builds community 
and encourages reading. This book 
ties in baseball, music, dance, history, 
loss, and friendship. Cross curricular 
activities make the program a hit with 
the kids and the teachers! Using a read 
aloud is a great way to scaffold learning 
and build success. Including an author 
Skype, a piano recital, community 
guest speakers, and a service learning 
component to benef it a Veterans 
organization kicks it up a notch!

The program could easily be 
adapted for a different book or for the 
entire school. We have used the basic 
program each year with different books 
and modified the outside resources 
and activities based on the content of 
the book.

n LESSON PLAN TITLES
• The New Kid
• Making Connections 
• Theo’s Dream 

~ A Returning Developer ~



“An Out of the Ballpark Literary Hit!”

n MATERIALS 
See individual lesson plans. The 

books were read aloud  in the classroom, 
by the classroom teachers in grades three 
through five. Supporting selections were 
read in the library during media time. 

A local Vietnam Veteran could be 
asked to speak. We had two speakers 
who brought photos and memorabilia. 
Our guest speakers spoke to large 
groups in the library. The piano recital 
was in our cafeteria, where there was 
an available stage and piano. In order 

to complete online activities, computers 
and/or iPads would be needed. If those 
are not available alternative paper/pencil 
activities might be chosen. There should 
be a piano or keyboard available in order 
to include a piano recital. A volunteer 
pianist and/or dancer for a “musical” 
would be needed. 

An Author visit via Skype would 
enhance the program, so a computer 
and projector would be needed. 

n ABOUT THE DEVELOPER 
Mrs. Idsardi currently teaches 

second grade at Nor th Wauchula 
Elementary. When this program was 
implemented she was a K-5 Media 
Specialist. She received her BA and 
MA from USF and has been teaching 
for 34 years. 

Mrs. Idsardi served on the Florida 
Association for Media in Education 
SSYRA Selection Committee for three 
years. She has received two previous 
T2T Developer Grants, two T2T Adapter 
Grants, and three S2S Adapter Grants.
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n SUBJECTS COVERED 
Language Arts

n GRADES
Grades 3 - 5

n OBJECTIVES 
The student will prepare for literature 

by relating to a character.  

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSSS
LA.5.LAFS.5.SL.1.1.c 
 Pose and respond to specif ic 

questions by making comments 
that contribute to the discussion and 
elaborate on the remarks of others. 

LA.5.LAFS.5.W.2.6 
 With some guidance and support 

f rom adults, use technology, 
including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; 
demonstrate sufficient command 
of keyboarding skills to type a 
minimum of two pages in a single 
sitting.

n MATERIALS 
• Book - The Way to Stay in 

Destiny
• Computer or iPad to respond 
 (if desired)

n VOCABULARY 
• Diesel
• Hustle
• Knapsack
• Dawdling

n DIRECTIONS 
As an  introduction to the read aloud, 

discuss with students how the main 
character, Theo, might feel. His parents 
died in a car accident a while ago, his 
grandparents could no longer care for 
him and had to leave their farm, and his 
uncle (who he didn’t really know) was in 
charge. They were moving to Destiny, 
Florida...the town time forgot!

Have students discuss their 
experiences moving and being the new 
kid. If they’ve never been the new kid, 
how do they think that new kid might 
feel? Students can respond online 
using www.padlet.com, a super easy 
and free way to share and collaborate. 
Just create and share (either add the 
link to a web page or use a QR code) to 
allow students to respond in writing, by 
sharing a video, or by posting a picture.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
Students can work together to 

complete their Padlets. 

“An Out of the Ballpark Literary Hit” Mary Idsardi
Lesson Plan No 1: The New Kid
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n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Students successfully articulate 

how they have felt or would feel if they 
moved to a new location with an uncle 
that they hardly knew. They are able to 
post online using Padlet.

n ADDL INFORMATION
Padlet can be found at:

https://padlet.com/
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“An Out of the Ballpark Literary Hit” Mary Idsardi
Lesson Plan No 2: Making Connections

n SUBJECTS COVERED 
Language Arts, Social Studies

n GRADES
Grades 3 - 5

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will… 

… compare a character in one text to 
another.

… empathize with characters and 
guest speakers.

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSSS
LA.5.LAFS.5.RF.4.4.a  
 Read grade level text with purpose 

and understanding.
LA.5.LAFS.5.SL.1.1.c  
 Pose and respond to specif ic 

questions.
LA.5.LAFS.5.SL.1.1.d  
 Review the key ideas expressed 

and draw conclusions in light of 
information and knowledge gained 
from the discussions.

LA.5.LAFS.5.L.3.4.a  
 Use  context (e.g., cause/effect 

relationships and comparisons in 
text) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

SS.5.A.1 
 Historical inquiry and analysis.
SS.5.C.2 
 Civic and political participation.

n MATERIALS 
• Book - The Way to Stay in 

Destiny
• Book  - Year of the Jungle by 

Suzanne Collins
• Computer or iPad to respond 

(optional)

n VOCABULARY 
• Abandoned
• Protesters
• Peaceniks
• Vowed
• Foxhole

n DIRECTIONS 
After classes read chapter 22 of The 

Way to Stay in Destiny, read the picture 
book Year of the Jungle. List character 
traits of Uncle Raymond and Suzy’s 
father. What do they have in common? 
Discuss the following passages from 
The Way to Stay in Destiny: 
 “The cloud covering Uncle Raymond’s 

face is as dark as the storm starting 
out past the waves.” p. 137

 “Called me an ignorant murderer, to 
my mama no less.” p. 137

 “Your mama and me, we were raised 
to salute the flag, not burn it.” p. 137

Discuss the following passage from Year 
of the Jungle:
 “He stares into space. He is here but not 

here. He is back in the jungle.” p. 33
Have students brainstorm ways to 

thank veterans for serving our country. 
Explain that many returning Veterans 
today get a much different reception than 
those returning from the Vietnam war. 
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 Optional: create a word cloud using 
Answer Garden to express those 
ideas. Post a question like, “How can 
we say thanks to Veterans?” The more 
similar answers are given, the bigger 
the words get. This tool is another free 
online collaboration piece. 
Finally, have a Veteran (preferably 

from the Vietnam era) speak to the 
students about their experiences 
returning from war. Allow students to 
ask questions but remind them to be 
sensitive.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
Students may work together to 

generate ideas. Allow students to 
express their feelings of discomfort if the 
topic makes them feel that way.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
 Student par t ic ipat ion in the 

discussion. AR test on Year of the 
Jungle

n ADDL INFORMATION
Answer Garden can be found at:

https://answergarden.ch/
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n SUBJECTS COVERED 
Language Arts, Music

n GRADES
Grades 3 - 5

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will… 

… summarize The Way to Stay in 
Destiny 

… discuss Theo’s Dream and their 
own dreams for their futures.

… write their dreams on large replica 
piano keys.

… listen to piano recital following along 
with program (the songs from the 
book).

… listen to author during Skype visit 
and ask appropriate questions.

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSSS
LA.5.LAFS.5.RF.4.4.a.
 Read grade-level text with purpose 

and understanding. 
LA.5.LAFS.5.SL.1.1.a  
 Come to a discussion prepared, 

having read or studied required 
material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information 
known about the topic to explore 
ideas under discussion.

LA.5.LAFS.5.SL.1.1.c  
 Pose and respond to specif ic 

questions

LA.5.LAFS.5.SL.1.1.d  
 Review the key ideas expressed 

and draw conclusions in light of 
information and knowledge gained 
from the discussions.

LA.5.LAFS.5.L.3.4.a  
 Use  context (e.g., cause/effect 

relationships and comparisons in 
text) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase.

MU.5.H.2 
 The arts reflect and document 

cultural trends and historical events, 
and help explain how new directions 
in the arts emerged.

n MATERIALS 
• Book  - The Way to Stay in 

Destiny
• Piano or keyboard for recital
• Baseball bat, glove, and cap as 

props
• Recital programs - copy paper 

(see photo)
• Large paper piano keys - 

construction paper and large 
craft paper (see photo).

n VOCABULARY 
• Tickle the ivories
• Off-key
• Hymn
• F-sharp
• B-flat

“An Out of the Ballpark Literary Hit” Mary Idsardi
Lesson Plan No 3: Theo’s Dream
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n DIRECTIONS 
When classes finish chapter 29 

of the book, arrange a piano recital 
featuring the songs from the book. A 
volunteer pianist, or students who play, 
might be invited to perform. 

Discuss what Theo did with the song 
at the end of the book and the meaning 
of his piece, “Theo’s Dream”. Talk about 
what Theo really hopes for the future. 
What issues must he overcome? What 
hard times has he already been through? 
What has helped him persevere? 

Have students think about their 
futures. Give them large “white keys” 
and have them write their dreams for 
the future on them. Put them together 
to form keyboards by adding black keys 
in the appropriate places. 

As a culminating activity arrange an 
author Skype with Augusta Scattergood. 
Students should brainstorm to generate 
appropriate questions.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
Students can have assistance 

writing their dreams or can type them 
if needed.



“An Out of the Ballpark Literary Hit” Mary Idsardi
Lesson Plan No 3: Theo’s Dream (cont.)
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n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Students should summarize the 

story including characters, setting, and 
plot. They can do this in writing or as a 
video book trailer. 

Students should articulate their 
future dreams in writing.

Students should ask appropraite 
questions during the Skype session.

Students should take the AR quiz 
for The Way to Stay in Destiny.

n ADDL INFORMATION
Skype can be found at:

https://www.skype.com/en/
Augusta Scattergood’s website is:
https://www.augustascattergood.com/
and she can be contacted that way. 
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Materials Budget
 SUPPLIER ITEM DESCRIPTION COST QUANTITY TOTAL COST
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 Teacher ________________________________________

School __________________________________________  

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Subtotal

Tax if applicable

Shipping if applicable

TOTAL
BUDGET
AMOUNT

  
“An Out of the Ballpark Literary Hit” Mary Idsardi

Lesson Plans Materials Budget
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Follett Books The Way to Stay in Destiny (Paperback) 6.04 105 634.20

  Book: Year of the Jungle (Hardback) 16.34 1 16.34

Augusta Scattergood Author Skype 100.00 1 100.00

Teacher Direct Brown Kraft paper (Pacon PAC67024) 28.58 1 28.58

  Copy paper (HP 172160R) 5.88 1 5.88

  Construction Paper white 12x18 9207PAC 1.98 5 9.90

  Construction Paper black 12 x 18 6307PAC 1.98 2 3.96

Mary Idsardi
Wauchula Elementary

798.86

$798.86



_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

“An Out of the Ballpark Literary Hit” Mary Idsardi
Rubrics
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Mary Idsardi – S2S - An Out of the Ballpark Literary Hit! 
 
 

    Successful = 3 Limited= 2  Needs Support = 1 Unsatisfactory = 0 
         

 Padlet: The New   Successfully Responded  Responded, but no Did not complete 
 Kid   responded showing some  clear evidence of task 
    showing understanding   
      

understanding 
 

    understanding     
        

 Answer Garden:   Successfully Responded  Responded, but no Did not complete 
 Making   responded showing some  clear evidence of task 
   showing understanding   
 Connections     understanding  

    understanding     
         

 
Piano Keys: 
Theo’s   Successfully Responded  Responded, but no Did not complete 

 Dream   responded showing some  clear evidence of task 
    showing understanding   
      understanding  

    understanding     
        

 
Author Skype 
Visit:   Successfully Responded  Responded, but no Did not complete 

 Student prepares   responded showing some  clear evidence of task 
   showing understanding   
 question for     understanding  

   understanding     
 author        

       
 AR Quiz  90-100% 70-80% 60% Below 60% 
         
 Total =        
         

 
 
 

9. Additional information:   Throughout the unit we collected pennies for Wounded Warriors 
(https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/ ), but any Veteran’s Organization could be chosen. This 
was the service learning component. Students were glad to be able to DO something, to make a 
difference. The collection container was in the library, so all of the students saw the level of the 
coins grow throughout the six weeks we read the book.  

Student Name _______________________________________________________________



“An Out of the Ballpark Literary Hit” Mary Idsardi
Additional Information
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Throughout the unit we collected pennies for Wounded Warriors 
(https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/ ), 

but any Veteran’s Organization could be chosen. 
This was the service learning component. 

Students were glad to be able to DO something, to make a difference. 
The collection container was in the library, so all of the students 

saw the level of the coins grow throughout the six weeks 
we read the book.


