
“Get on the Buncee Bus: Discover! Create! Present!”

n PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
The name of my program is Get on 

the Buncee Bus: Discover! Create! 
Present! This program was presented 
to 18 third graders, but can be easily 
adaptable for students in grades 2 
through 6.  

The instructional objective of this 
program is to engage students’ interest 
in research study, learning, and sharing 
their knowledge with others using kid 
friendly websites and an innovative 
program called Buncee.  Skills taught 
during this program are comprehension 
reading skills as students do research 
study, note taking skills, and organization 
skills while using creativity.  

This program gives students 
innovative ways to do research projects 
using websites that are kid friendly, 
which helps students get information 
about several topics. It also allows 
them creative ways to present their 
information through an innovative 
program called Buncee (a kid friendly 
version of power point).  

n OVERALL VALUE 
This program sparks students 

creativity and curiosity to display the 
information they’ve learned. This 
program can be easily adaptable to 
any research study topic.  

For further information contact…

Maite Paz
Ridgeview Global Studies 

Academy
1000 Dunson Road

Davenport, FL 33896  (Route C)
863-419-3171

maite.paz@rgsa.com
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Students can integrate cross 
curricular subjects such as reading, 
writing, social studies, and science 
through their research project.  Students 
will have access to the innovative 
Buncee program at home, so it promotes 
parent involvement.  

It also engages students in research 
project skills, it sparks an interest in 
writing organizational skills. It helps 
low per forming students become 
more engage in reading and gathering 
information.  It gives students confidence 
when they get to publish their work not 
only in the classroom, but in different 
social media venues (with parents’ 
consent) which challenges students to 
show their best effort.

n LESSON PLAN TITLES
• What Makes Different Animals 

Unique?
• History Month Project 
• European Country Project

n MATERIALS 
Buncee Program / See individual 

lesson plans

n ABOUT THE DEVELOPER
Maite Paz is a third grade educator 

at Ridgeview Global Studies Academy.  
She has been teaching there since she 
moved to Florida in 2003.  

She has a Bachelors Degree in 
Psychology and Masters Degree in Early 
Childhood Education.  She earned her 
National Board Certification for Teaching 
Standards in 2006 and recently renewed 
for another ten years.  

Maite was awarded two Teacher 
to Teacher Adapter grants.  This is her 
second Teacher to Teacher Developer 
Grant.  

Aside form enthusiastically teaching 
her students, she is raising three young 
men on her own.  They are her pride and 
joy!  She’s also involved in serving her 
community through Stephen Ministry 
and Divorce Care programs.
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~ A Returning Developer ~



“Get on the Buncee Bus: Discover! Create! Present!” Maite Paz
Lesson Plan No 1: What Makes Different Animals Unique?

n SUBJECTS COVERED
Reading, Writing, Science

n GRADES
Third

n OBJECTIVES 
The students will learn how to do 
research study and gather information 
on kid friendly search engines.

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSS
LAFS.3.W.3.7 Conduct short research 

projects that build knowledge about 
a topic. LAFS.3.W.3.8  Recall 
information from experiences or 
gather information form print and 
digital sources; take brief notes 
on sources and sort evidence into 
provided categories.

LAFS.3.W.1.2  Write informative/
explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and information 
clearly.

LAFS.3.W.2.6 With guidance and 
support from adults, use technology 
to produce and publish writing 
(using keyboarding skills) as well 
as to interact and collaborate with 
others.

LAFS.3.SL.2.4 Report on a topic or text, 
tell a story, or recount an experience 
with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking clearly 
at an understandable pace.                             

LAFS.3.SL. Demonstrate fluid reading 
at an understandable pace, adding 
visual displays and engaging audio 
recordings when appropriate to 
emphasize or enhance certain facts 
or details.

LAFS.3.SL1.3 Ask and answer questions 
about information from a speaker, 
offering appropriate elaboration 
and detail. 

SC.3.L.15.1 Classify animals into major 
groups.

SC.3.L.17.1 Describe how animals 
and plants respond to changing 
seasons.

n MATERIALS
• Graphic Organizer 
• research websites such as: 

- pebblego.com
 - kidsnationalgeographic.org
- discoverykids.com
- kidsbiology.com
- kidtopia.info

• Books about animals
• Buncee Program
• Science textbook
• computers
• tablets
• interactive white board.

n DIRECTIONS 
Day 1: 
Whole Group Instruction
 Teacher addresses essent ial 

question from our reading program: 
What Makes Dif ferent Animals 
Unique? Teacher will write students 
responses on the board as they 
brainstorm dif ferent answers.  
Teacher will introduce what a 
research project is.  Students will 
use background knowledge from 
animals they’ve been learning about 
from our reading stories and science 
lesson (Animals and their Needs).  

Independent Work: 
 The students will pick their animal 

of interest.  Students will write the 
name of animal in graphic organizer.  
Students will use classroom books 
and computer (pebblego.com) to 
research information about their 
animals.  They will take notes and 
information about what makes their 
particular animal unique (at least 
three facts). Teacher will monitor 
students as they gather information.

 Students will then write a rough 
draft about their animal. It should 
include an introduction, three facts 
that makes their animal unique, 
and conclusion.  Students will go 
through writing process of editing 
before completing their final draft.

Day 2 
(This may take several days)
 Students will take their written 

information from lesson one 
and apply it to their Buncee 
presentation.  Students will have 
an opportunity to create a digital 
slide presentation about their 
animal.  They will organize slides 
according to the facts they found 
in their research study. 

 The Buncee program is designed to 
help students create in a kid friendly 
way.  Students can type text, upload 
pictures, 360 images, animations, 
import videos, and create quizzes 
related to the animal they chose to 
research about.  Their presentation 
should address the essential 
question from lesson 1: What makes 
their animal unique?  Students can 
share their presentations in many 
different ways like social media (with 
parents’ permission) or email. Their 
work is automatically saved online. 
Students will have an opportunity 
to share their presentations with 
classmates.
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“Get on the Buncee Bus: Discover! Create! Present!” Maite Paz
Lesson Plan No 1: What Makes Different Animals Unique? (cont.)
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Days 3 & 4
 Students will take turns to present 

their Buncee creat ion to the 
classroom.  Students will have 
an opportunity to demonstrate 
the slides they created about 
their particular animal.  They will 
read information at a fluent and 
understandable pace. 

 They will have an opportunity to 
answer questions from students 
and elaborate more information 
about their animal. Students will 
also receive positive comments or 
feedback about their project. 

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be evaluated on their 

graphic organizer (3 facts) and final draft. 
Use rubric for creating presentation. 
Information must be organized, creative, 
and address essential question (What 
makes animals unique?). 
Presentation Rubric: 
 Students read and presented infor-

mation in a clear and understand-
able manner. Students answered 
questions and elaborated on their 
topic. Presentation was creative and 
engaging.
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“Get on the Buncee Bus: Discover! Create! Present!” Maite Paz
Lesson Plan No 2: History Month Project
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
Reading, Writing, Social Studies

n GRADES
Third (can be adapted to grades 2-6)

n OBJECTIVES 
The students will research an important 
African American person and create a 
research presentation.

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSS
LAFS.3.W.3.7 Conduct short research 

projects that build knowledge about 
a topic. LAFS.3.W.3.8  Recall 
information from experiences or 
gather information form print and 
digital sources; take brief notes 
on sources and sort evidence into 
provided categories.

LAFS.3.W.1.2  Write informative/
explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and information 
clearly.

LAFS.3.W.2.6 With guidance and 
support from adults, use technology 
to produce and publish writing 
(using keyboarding skills) as well 
as to interact and collaborate with 
others.

LAFS.3.SL.2.4 Report on a topic or text, 
tell a story, or recount an experience 
with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking clearly 
at an understandable pace.                             

LAFS.3.SL. Demonstrate fluid reading 
at an understandable pace, adding 
visual displays and engaging audio 
recordings when appropriate to 
emphasize or enhance certain facts 
or details.

LAFS.3.SL1.3 Ask and answer questions 

about information from a speaker, 
offering appropriate elaboration 
and detail.

SS.3.A.1.2 Utilize technology resources 
to gather information form primary 
and secondary sources.

SS.3.G.4.4 Identify contributions from 
various ethnic groups to the United 
States.

n MATERIALS
• Graphic Organizer
• research websites such as: 

- pebblego.com
- kidsnationalgeographic.org
- discoverykids.com
- biography.com
- kidtopia.info 
- Youtube videos 

• Biography books
• Buncee Program
• Computers
• tablets
• interactive white board

n DIRECTIONS 
Day 1:
Whole Group Instruction:  
 Discuss Black History Month honors 

important African Americans who 
made an impact in our nation’s 
history. 

Independent Work: 
 The students w i l l  se lec t  an 

African American person they 
wish to research.  They will have 
an opportunity to select from a 
list presented by the teacher.  
Students will write the person’s 
name and information on a KWL 

chart. Students will use classroom/ 
library books and several websites 
to research information about their 
person.  They will take notes and 
information about their person. 
Teacher will monitor students as 
they gather information.

 Students will then write a rough draft 
about their person. It should include 
an introduction, important facts 
about their person (include how 
this person impacted our nation’s 
history).  Students will go through 
writing process of editing before 
completing their final draft. 

Day 2 
(This may take several days)
 Students will take their written 

information from lesson one and 
apply it to their Buncee presentation.  
Students will have an opportunity to 
create a digital slide presentation 
about their animal.  They will 
organize slides according to the 
facts they found in their research 
study. 

 The Buncee program is designed 
to help students create in a kid 
friendly way.  Students can type 
text, upload pictures, 360 images, 
animations, import videos, and 
create quizzes related to the person 
they’ve researched. Students can 
share their presentations in many 
different ways like social media (with 
parents’ permission) or email. Their 
work is automatically saved online. 
Students will have an opportunity 
to share their presentations with 
classmates.

Days 3 & 4
 Students will take turns to present 

their Buncee creat ion to the 
classroom.  Students will have an 
opportunity to demonstrate the 
slides they created about the African 
American person they researched.  



“Get on the Buncee Bus: Discover! Create! Present!” Maite Paz
Lesson Plan No 2: History Month Project (cont.)
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They will read information at a 
fluent and understandable pace. 
They will have an opportunity to 
answer questions from students 
and elaborate more information 
about their person. Students will 
also receive positive comments or 
feedback about their project. 

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be evaluated on 

their graphic organizer and final draft. 
Presentation Rubric. Information must 
be organized, creative, and detailed.
Presentation Rubric: 
 Students read and presented infor-

mation in a clear and understand-
able manner. Students answered 
questions and elaborated on their 
African American person. Presen-
tation was creative and engaging.
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“Get on the Buncee Bus: Discover! Create! Present!” Maite Paz
Lesson Plan No 3: European Country Project
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
Reading, Writing, Social Studies 

(Geography)

n GRADES
Third (can be adapted to grades 2-6)

n OBJECTIVES 
The students will have an opportunity to 
research a European country and create 
a presentation.

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSS
LAFS.3.SL.2.4 Report on a topic or text, 

tell a story, or recount an experience 
with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking clearly 
at an understandable pace.                             

LAFS.3.SL. Demonstrate fluid reading 
at an understandable pace, adding 
visual displays and engaging audio 
recordings when appropriate to 
emphasize or enhance certain facts 
or details.

LAFS.3.SL1.3 Ask and answer questions 
about information from a speaker, 
offering appropriate elaboration 
and detail.

SS.3.A.1.2 Utilize technology resources 
to gather information form primary 
and secondary sources.

SS.3.G.1.1 Use thematic maps, tables, 
char ts, graphs, and photos to 
analyze geographic information.

n MATERIALS
• Graphic Organizer
• research websites such as: 

- pebblego.com
- kidsnationalgeographic.org
- discoverykids.com, 
- kidtopia.info
- youtube videos

• Books on European countries
• Buncee Program
• Computers
• tablets
• interactive white board

n DIRECTIONS 
Day 1:
 Students will research a European 

country. They will discuss how 
our school emphasizes in Global 
Studies and how our grade level 
represents the continent of Europe.  
Students will select their European 
country with teacher’s assistance. 
Students will use library books 
and several websites to gather 
information about their country. 
They will write information in their 
graphic organizer which will include: 
name of country, location, language, 
and culture.  They will also include 
an opinion if they would like to visit 
their country one day or not.  

Day 2:
 Students will then write a rough draft 

about their person. It should include 
an introduction, important facts 
about their person (include how 
this person impacted our nation’s 
history).  Students will go through 
writing process of editing before 
completing their final draft. 

Day 3 
(this may take several days):
 Students will take their written 

information from lesson one and 
apply it to their Buncee presentation.  
Students will have an opportunity to 
create a digital slide presentation 
about their European country.  They 
will organize slides according to the 
facts they found in their research 
study. The Buncee program is 
designed to help students create in a 
kid friendly way.  Students can type 
text, upload pictures, 360 images, 
animations, import videos, and 
create quizzes related to the person 
they’ve researched. Students can 
share their presentations in many 
different ways like social media (with 
parents’ permission) or email. Their 
work is automatically saved online. 
Students will have an opportunity 
to share their presentations with 
classmates.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be evaluated on 

their graphic organizer and final draft. 
Presentation Rubric. Information must 
be organized, creative, and detailed.
Presentation Rubric: 
 Students read and presented infor-

mation in a clear and understand-
able manner. Students answered 
questions and elaborated on their 
African American person. Presen-
tation was creative and engaging.
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School __________________________________________
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Shipping if applicable

TOTAL
BUDGET
AMOUNT

“Get on the Buncee Bus: Discover! Create! Present!” Maite Paz
Lesson Plans Materials Budget
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Maite Paz

Ridgeview Global Studies Academy

Target  iPad Mini 2 269.99 1 269.99
Walmart.com iPad mini Fintie Slim case with keyboard 29.99 1 29.99
edu.buncee.com 1 year classroom subscription 100.00 1 100.00

$399.98

-

-

$399.98
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Rubric 
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Category 4 3 2 1

Graphic 
Organizer

Researched 
Information 

Quality

Final Draft

Project 
Presentation

Public 
Speaking

Graphic organizer 
is completed 
and shows 

some 
clear connection 

with topic.

Information 
relates to the topic. 
Includes some text 

evidence and 
some detailed 
information.

Final draft is 
presented in an 

organized manner 
and includes most 

required information.

Buncee presentation 
is for the most part 
creative, clear, and 

presented in an 
organized manner.

Presentation was 
engaging. Projected 

good volume, 
eye contact, and 
answered most 

questions correctly.

Graphic organizer 
is somewhat  

completed and 
shows 

little connection 
with topic.

Information 
somewhat relates 

to the topic. 
Includes little text 

evidence and 
detailed information.

Final draft is 
presented in a 

somewhat organized 
manner and includes 
very little information.

Buncee 
presentation is not 
very creative, clear, 
and lacked some 
organization in 
presentation.

Presentation was 
not very engaging. 
Speaking volume 
and eye contact 

were okay. 
Most questions 

were not answered.

Student Name _______________________________________________________________

Graphic organizer 
is not completed 

and shows 
no clear 

connection 
with topic.

Information has 
little or nothing 

relateable to the 
topic. Includes 

no text evidence 
or detailed 
information.

Final draft is 
missing required 

information and is 
difficult to read and 

understand.

Buncee 
presentation lacks 
creativity and is not 
presented in a clear 

and  organized 
manner.

Presentation was 
not engaging. 

Volume and eye 
contact were not 

evident. 
Didn’t answer 

questions.

Graphic organizer 
is completed and 

shows 
clear connection 

with topic.

Information 
clearly relates 
to the topic. 

Includes sufficient 
text evidence and 

detailed information.

Final draft is 
presented in an 

organized manner 
and includes all 

required information.

Buncee presentation 
exceeded 

expectation: it is 
very creative, clear, 
and presented in an 
organized manner.

Presentation was 
very engaging.  

Projected excellent 
volume, eye contact, 

and  answered all 
questions correctly.



“Get on the Buncee Bus: Discover! Create! Present!” Maite Paz
Additional Information – Supporting Documents #1
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Additional Information – Supporting Documents #2
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Additional Information – Supporting Documents #3
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