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Polk Education Foundation Receives AT&T Grant  

Polk Education Foundation Received $4,000 in grant funding for two schools.  Each 

school received $2,000 for AT&T STEM@work projects. Students at Combee Academy of 

Design and Engineering and Chain of Lakes Elementary will benefit from a statewide investment 

by AT&T this year, one that seeks to increase understanding of how classroom curriculum 

translates into STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) careers.  

To provide a critical link from classroom to careers, AT&T is once again collaborating 

with the Consortium of Florida Education Foundations (CFEF) to provide experiential learning 

opportunities for students in school districts across Florida.   Real-world application of STEM 
education concepts, problem-solving and critical thinking skills will all be key elements of the 47 

separate projects to be organized and funded through CFEF member local education 

foundations, including the Polk Education Foundation.  

Combee Academy of Design and Engineering’s (CODE Academy) project Greenspaces: 

Growing Healthy Students and Curious Minds will take place throughout the year.  Based on a 

study by a group of urban and landscape planners, it was noted that "most studies reveal that 

the distribution of greenspace often disproportionately benefits predominantly white and more 

affluent communities." In this project, participating fourth and fifth grade students will research 

parks and greenspaces located in the local community to determine if a greenspace is accessible 

to our students and families.  Students will also research the health benefits that greenspaces 

provide. Students will then design and build a greenspace on campus that can be utilized by our 

school and community.  CODE Academy is located in a very low socio-economic area.  The 

entire school community strives to provide a safe, structured, and welcoming environment for 

our students.  A recent survey of park maps indicates that there are few parks withing walking 

distance of our school.  Due to the economic conditions many of our families face, they must 

walk or rely on public transportation for daily commutes.  Providing a greenspace on our 

school campus would provide both academic, cognitive, and aesthetic benefits for all of our 

stakeholders.  Premiere Growers of America have partnered with CODE Academy in support 

of this project.  

Chain of Lakes Elementary is growing their project Amphibians, Reptiles and Birds, Oh My! 

With their business partner Kleinfelder, a local environmental consulting group, this project will 

tale place through out the year and transform 2nd grade students into wildlife biologists who 

marvel at the wonders of the natural world, look closely at the habitat around them, and work 

to protect the natural environment.  Environmental science is big business in Florida! 

Companies like Mosaic (phosphate mining) and CEMEX (sand mining) dig up the land to reach 

the targeted deposit, then restore and reclaim the land back to its original state. These 

companies either employ environmental scientists to make this happen, or contract the 

reclamation out to a science and engineering firm. There is a huge need for wildlife biologists -- 

and the key to developing young scientists is to provide students with lots of hands-on inquiry-

based experiences at a young age. This project does just that!    
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 “We know that industries engaged in STEM disciplines will create a majority of high-

value, high-wage jobs and within ten years, almost nine out of ten new jobs will require 

education beyond a high school degree,” said Joe York, AT&T Florida President. “We are 

pleased to make this contribution because Florida’s K-12 education foundations are well 

positioned to be the link between schools and local businesses for students, enabling them to 

build connections with potential employers in their communities, get a sense of what careers 

they offer and the skill sets they require.” 

 

Another CFEF contributor has followed AT&T’s lead to provide a similar STEM 

program with local impact throughout Florida.  The Motorola Solutions Foundation is funding 

nine larger-scale projects through a competitive grant process.   

 

Picture 1 (DSC_9354) Chain of Lakes Elementary second grade teachers with Mr. Duncan – 

Principal, Matt Mucci – AT&T representative, and Jessica Fredricks – Fine Arts  

 
Picture 2 (DSC_9365) Combee Academy of Design and Engineering (from left to right) Tammy 

Farrens - Principal, Tracy Miller – lead teacher, Matt Mucci – AT&T Representative  
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*AT&T products and services are provided or offered by subsidiaries and affiliates of AT&T Inc. under 

the AT&T brand and not by AT&T Inc. 

 

About AT&T 

AT&T Inc. (NYSE:T) is a premier communications holding company. Its subsidiaries and affiliates – AT&T 

operating companies – are the providers of AT&T services in the United States and around the world. 

With a powerful array of network resources that includes the nation’s fastest mobile broadband 

network, AT&T is a leading provider of wireless, Wi-Fi, high speed Internet, voice and cloud-based 

services. A leader in mobile broadband and emerging 4G capabilities, AT&T also offers the best wireless 

coverage worldwide of any U.S. carrier, offering the most wireless phones that work in the most 

countries.  It also offers advanced TV services under the AT&T U-verse® and AT&T │DIRECTV brands. 

The company’s suite of IP-based business communications services is one of the most advanced in the 

world. In domestic markets, AT&T Advertising Solutions and AT&T Interactive are known for their 

leadership in local search and advertising.   

 

Additional information about AT&T Inc. and the products and services provided by AT&T subsidiaries 

and affiliates is available at http://www.att.com.  This AT&T news release and other announcements are 

available at http://www.att.com/newsroom and as part of an RSS feed at www.att.com/rss. Or follow our 

news on Twitter at @ATT.  

 

About Philanthropy at AT&T  

AT&T Inc. (NYSE:T) is committed to advancing education, strengthening communities and improving 

lives. Through its philanthropic initiatives, AT&T has a long history of supporting projects that create 

learning opportunities; promote academic and economic achievement; and address community needs. In 

2010, more than $148.2 million was contributed through corporate-, employee- and AT&T Foundation-

giving programs. 
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About the Consortium of Florida Education Foundations (CFEF): 

 

The CFEF is the membership organization for Florida’s school district-wide local education foundations. 

Established in 1987, the CFEF seeks to advance student achievement in Florida by increasing private 

sector investment and involvement in public education.  The CFEF now has 64 member foundations with 

1,100 business and community leaders serving as volunteer board members.  Collectively, they raise 

more than $63 million annually to support students, teachers and schools through a variety of programs. 

The CFEF has provided more than $44 million to local education foundations since 2001 through 

various private- and public-sector partnerships, including the State of Florida School District Education 

Foundation Matching Grant Program. 

 
About Polk Education Foundation (PEF):  
 
The Polk Education Foundation is a direct support 501(c)(3) organization for the Polk County 
School Board and raises funds to support school programs for which tax generated dollars may 
not be used. For more information about the Foundation, please visit our website at 
www.polkeducationfoundation.org. 
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