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Polk Education Foundation receives $50,000 from Duke Energy! 
 
With Duke’s $50,000 and additional funds from State of Florida School District Education Foundation 
Matching Grant Program, the Polk Education Foundation awarded 12 schools a total of $37,200 in grant 
funds for programs which focused on the environment, engineering, or energy education.  All grant 
checks were delivered as surprise visits with Nancy Dodd, a Duke Energy representative, and a PEF 
representative. Funding was divided into two categories.  The first portion of funds awarded schools 
funding for specific science/engineering programs. The second portion of funding provided professional 
development touching all three focus areas.  Two engineering trainings were offered focused on energy 
education and creating an alarm circuit.  The second training focused on the environment and designing 
water filters.  Teachers attending training received a materials kit and teacher manual to implement in 
their classroom.  Twenty four teachers participated in professional development to increase 
engagement in their classrooms.  
 
Each selected school received up to $3,000 to purchase materials used to enhance learning in the focus 
areas of the environment, engineering or energy education.  Schools also focused on increasing student 
engagement and achievement in their classrooms. This grant program, now in its fourteenth year, is 
sponsored by DUKE Energy (formerly Progress Energy) and is administered by the Polk Education 
Foundation.  It has returned over $595,000 to the classrooms in the DUKE Energy service area.  As a 
result of DUKE Energy’s commitment to education, these schools are making great strides to increase 
students’ scores and enrich the learning process in fourth through twelfth grade.   
 
A few highlighted projects: Babson Park Elementary 4th and 5th grade students visiting the STEM lab 
weekly to explore topics such the flow of energy through hands-on activities.  Daniel Jenkins media 
specialist used funds to create a mobile maker space station.  Using upcycled materials, ingenuity, 
research and engineering, students will discover ways to support and enhance their curriculum-based 
learning in every classroom and even the school library.  At Janie Howard Wilson, students are studying 
moon phases and how the moon’s effects influence life on earth.  As students discover more about the 
connections between the moon and earth, a new sense of responsibility for planet earth is developed. 
Lake Wales High school engineering teacher is starting a brand new Engineering academy where 
students will use industry trainers to teach students the importance of measuring, interpreting and 
analyzing data collected. Through Bok Academy North's charge for energy conservation, students will 
gain a better understanding of renewable and nonrenewable energy to develop a passion for energy 
conservation for their future and for generations to come. Students would design proposals with a 
GREEN sustainability focus for the cafeteria, classrooms, and a STEM lab space.   We are anticipating 
great stories of student engagment and interest in the environment, engineering or energy education!  
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Congratulations to the following schools: 

Babson Park Elementary                                                Highland City Elementary 

Bok Academy North Hillcrest Elementary 

Bok Academy South Janie Howard Wilson 

Boone Middle School Jesse Keen Elementary 

Daniel Jenkins Academy Lake Wales High School 

Dundee Elementary Loughman Oaks Elementary 

Eastside Elementary Palmetto Elementary 

Frostproof Middle/Senior Polk Avenue Elementary                               

Haines City High School  

 
Picture 1 (Babson Park 6) Nancy Dodd, Duke Energy’s representative, and Kelly Stentz, Babson Park El. 
teacher (Pictured from left to right)  
 
Picture 2 (Bok Academy North 6) Jennifer Simpson, teacher, and students Pictured from left to right)  
 
Picture 3 (Lake Wales 6) Nancy Dodd, Duke Energy representative, and Michael Sargeant, teacher 
(Pictured from left to right)  
 
The Polk Education Foundation is a direct support 501(c)(3) organization for the Polk County School 
Board and raises funds to support school programs for which tax generated dollars may not be used. For 
more information about the Foundation, please visit our website at www.polkeducationfoundation.org. 
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