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n PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Children are thrilled with the latest
and greatest in technology, and it is
important that we foster their excitement.
However, it is equally important that we
encourage their love of holding a book
and turning the pages. Now You’re
Nookin’ accomplishes both of these
things, while building a knowledge and
respect for the responsibility of earning,
saving and spending. This program was
designed for my first-grade classroom;
however it is easily adaptable to any
age or ability.
This program asks students to
choose and read books that are
appropriate to their abilities, summarize
the story on a graphic organizer, and
work toward the goal of earning credit
to spend on “tech time.”
W ith the many tec hnologic al
advancements that happen daily, it is
important for children to become familiar
with the new tools and resources that
are becoming available to them. This
program helps children appreciate
books in their many different formats. It
uses traditional books as a vehicle to be
given time on the exciting new electronic
books. This teaches the students to
work toward a goal, and the e-reader is
its own reward.
The need for a program such

as this one was based on the idea
of using exciting new technological
advancements to encourage a love of
reading, in addition to being an incentive
to teach children responsibility of saving
and spending what they have earned.
We have an obligation as teachers to
not only instill a love of learning in our
students, but also to enable them to
obtain a future of being self-reliant. This
program teaches many life skills that
help shape the students into responsible
adults.
The concept of basic economics is
introduced to the students in the form
of “tech time.” This is a program in
which the children must accomplish a
task, reading a story and completing a
graphic organizer, in order to receive
time allotments on the Nook. It is then
that child’s decision how they would like
to “spend their time.” Will they save
up their time, enabling them to have
a longer opportunity with the Nook, or
spend it as soon as it is earned? The
choice is theirs. It also shows them
that they must complete work in order
to receive the reward.

n OVERALL VALUE
Upon implementing Now You’re
Nookin’ into my classroom two years
ago I immediately saw the volume
of student reading increase. Not
only were my students reading more
books, but they were eager to watch
their “Tech Time Cards” fill with stars,
which encouraged discussions about
spending, and more importantly, saving.
Since using this program in my
classroom, I have been given many
opportunities to see its effects. For
example, one of my lower performing
students had great difficulty reading, and
therefore had very little desire to open a
book. After her first “tech time,” I noticed
a great change in her opinion toward
reading. She was very excited every
time she completed a story sorter, and
thrilled to get a star on her Tech Time
Card. Her story sorters started coming
in more frequently, and I would burst with
pride every time she came up to me to
discuss the book she had just finished.
There also seemed to be a correlation
between her accumulation of tech time
and reading assessment scores; the
result that I had hoped for.
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Program Information (cont.)

n LESSON PLAN TITLES
•

The Story Sorter

•

Let’s Make a Deal

•

Sign-up to Sign-on

n MATERIALS
Materials for this program are listed
under the corresponding lesson plan.

n ABOUT THE DEVELOPER
McKelette Dowers is an Early
Childhood Education graduate of
the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign, and former international
student ambassador to New Zealand
and Australia. Her interest in curriculum
development began while attending
Central High School, where she
proposed and co-developed a teacher
preparation independent study program
that allowed high school students
the opportunity to assist teachers
throughout the district in multiple grade
levels and subject areas.

M c Kelet te is delighted to be
entering her eleventh year of teaching
at Ridgeview Global Studies Academy,
where she continues to find creative
ways to foster learning. She is equally
as excited to be a two-time Teacher to
Teacher developer.
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Lesson Plan No 1: The Story Sorter
n SUBJECTS COVERED
Story Graphic Organization

n DIRECTIONS / 		
LEARNING EXPERIENCE

k What are some different ways
that we can fill out the Story
sorter?

Motivation

n GRADES

k Introduce the students to the
Nook, and tell them that they will
have an opportunity to earn time
on this e-reader.

First

n OBJECTIVES

k Introduce the students to the
character Tacky.

Students will…
… Read books that are a good fit
for their ability level.
… Organize the impor tant
information from a story, and
d o c u m e nt i t o n a g r a p h i c
organizer.
… Work toward a goal.

Steps
1. Read the paperback copy of Tacky
the Penguin to the class. While
reading, ask the students questions
about what has happened, what
will happen, and who the important
characters are.
2. After completing the story, show the
students the “Story Sorter” paper.

n COMMON CORE
STANDARDS
RL.1.1: Ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.
R L .1. 2: Retell stor ies, inc luding
key details, and demonstrate
understanding of their central
message or lesson.

3. Complete the sections of the “Story
Sorter” all together as a whole
group.
4. When this is completed, show the
students the Nook, and explain that
each Story Sorter has a value of 5
minutes on the Nook.

k How many Story Sorters do
you need to complete to get 5
minutes on the Nook?

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT

•

Students will be assessed based on
the accuracy of their completion of
the first Story Sorter.

•

Concrete assessment may be
completed based on the grade scale
at the bottom of this page.

•

Further evaluation will be done
through the questions at the end of
the activity.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
Children will be given books based
on their reading ability, interests, and
language of comfort. Children will
be offered ample time to select their
books, while also receiving assistance
from the teacher to find a book that
is a good fit for them. “Story sorters”
can be filled out based on varying
abilities, ie. full sentences, sentence
fragments, illustrations, or a combination
of the three. Also, children needing
accommodations based on ESOL and
ESE guidelines will have differentiated
requirements to obtain “tech time” based
on their individual abilities.

RI.1.2: Identify the main topic and retell
key details of a text.

5. Demonstrate how to log-in to the
Nook, how to properly and safely
handle the Nook, and how to
select stories that are a good fit for
their reading abilities. (Show the
students that books, such as Tacky
the Penguin are also available on
the Nook.)

RI.1.10: With prompting and support, read
informational texts appropriately
complex for grade 1

6. Offer the students the opportunity
to find their own “right fit” book, and
their own Story Sorter.

n MATERIALS

7. Allow the students ample time to
read, complete, and turn-in their
first Story Sorter.

All about the book ________ /20
___________________________________________

8. Wrap-up.

Setting
________ /20
___________________________________________

RL.1.3: Describe characters, settings,
and major events in a story, using
key details.
RI.1.1: Ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.

• Tacky the Penguin (Paperback)
• Nook
• Tacky the Penguin (Nook Edition)
• Story Sorter (If possible, make
poster sized copy)
• Pencil
• Colored pencils/crayons/markers
• Class set of Story Sorters: Attached

Questions
k How can we earn time on the
Nook?

Main topic
________ /20
___________________________________________
Main Character
________ /20
___________________________________________
Favorite part
________ /20
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Total Points
_______ /100
___________________________________________

k What are the different squares
on the Story Sorter, and why are
they important to understand?
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Lesson Plan No 2: Let’s Make a Deal
n SUBJECTS COVERED

n MATERIALS
• 3 sheets of stickers (Regular,
Sparkly, Scratch-n-Sniff)

Elementary Economics

• 1x3” rectangles of construction
paper

n GRADES
First

• Story of teacher’s choosing

n OBJECTIVES

• 3 3x3” construction paper squares,
labeled 1, 2, and 5

• Question cards (Attached)

Students will…
… Listen to a story and answer
questions based on the content.
… Recognize that most all items
have a monetary value.
… Learn the basic economics of
earning, spending, and saving.
… Work toward a goal.

• Teacher Demonstration copy of
the Tech Time card (can be made
poster sized)

n DIRECTIONS / 		
LEARNING EXPERIENCE
Set-up
9. S e t - u p t h e c l a s s r o o m i n
preparation for the game. Display
the three sheets of stickers, and
label the regular stickers with a
value of 1, the sparkly stickers
with a value of 2, and the scratchn-sniff stickers with a value of 5.

• Tech Time Cards (copied and cut
from cardstock)

10. Have 2 sheets of construction
paper cut into 1x3” rectangles.
These will be the “money” that
the students can earn when they
answer a question correctly.

• Self-inking stamp

11. Print and cut question cards.
12. Select story that you will read to
the class.

n VOCABULARY

Motivation

• economics

n COMMON CORE
STANDARDS

• earn

RL.1.1: Ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.

• spend

k Tell the students that we are
going to play “Let’s Make a Deal,”
and that they have the chance to
win fabulous prizes!

• save

RL.1. 2: Retell stories, including
key details, and demonstrate
understanding of their central
message or lesson.
RL.1.3: Describe characters, settings,
and major events in a story, using
key details.

• “Tech Time” Card
• patience, budget
• title
• author
• main idea
• main character

RI.1.2: Identify the main topic and retell
key details of a text.

• solution

1. OA.C.6: Add and subtract within 20,
demonstrating fluency for addition
and subtraction within 10.
1. NBT.A.1: Count to 120, starting at any
number less than 120.

1.

• comprehension

RI.1.1: Ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.

1. OA.C.5: Relate counting to addition
and subtraction.

Steps

• problem

n KEYS TO CHARACTER
•

Responsibility

•

Self-Control

Let the students know that they
will be playing a game, but they
will have to listen carefully to the
story you are about to read to do
well.

2. Read the selected story
3. Divide the class into 2-3 teams.
4. Explain the rules of the game to
the teams.
5. The teacher will ask questions
about the story that was just read.
The first team to raise their hand
and answer the question will get
the “money” squares.
6. After earning their dollars, they
can decide as a team if they would
like to spend them now, or save
them for a bigger and better prize.
7.

Continue play until all questions
have been asked.

2014 - 2015 IDEA CATALOG OF EXCELLENCE

“Now You’re Nookin’ ”

McKelette Dowers

Lesson Plan No 2: Let’s Make a Deal (cont.)
8. At the end of the game, students
can redeem dollars for stickers,
based on what they have earned,
and what the stickers cost.
9. Remind the students of the
previous lesson, and the story
sorters. Inform them that those
story sorters will become the
e q u i va l e nt o f a n s we r i n g a
question correctly in the game.
10. Introduce the children to their
“Tech Time” Cards. Tell them
that each story sorter they turn in
is redeemable for a stamp in the
tech time card box. Each stamp
will be worth five minutes on the
Nook.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT

•

The evaluation of student
understanding will initially be based
on the responses to the wrap-up
questions.

•

Fo ll ow - up evaluat i o n w ill b e
c ontinual, and based on the
students behavior with their Tech
Time Cards.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
Create different values for books
based on length and difficulty. For
example, a multiple chapter book can
have a value of three boxes on the tech
time card, while a simple picture book
has a value of one. Values can also be
adjusted based on the child’s reading
ability. Low performing students may
have books valued at higher amounts
than a high performing student. Also,
children needing accommodations
based on ESOL and ESE guidelines
will have differentiated requirements
to obtain “tech time” based on their
individual abilities.

11. Each stamp will be credit toward
their time, and as stamps are
spent, the box will be checked
off by the teacher to validate that
it has been used. Demonstrate
this on the teacher demonstration
copy.
12. Pass out a Tech Time Card to
each student, have them write
their name on the top and put it
somewhere safe where it cannot
be lost.

Wrap-up Questions
k How can we earn time on the
Nook?
k Why is it important to complete
story sorters?
k What do you do after you have
completed reading a right-fit
book, and filled in the story
sorter?
k When can you spend your tech
time?
k How can you have a longer
amount of tech time on the
Nook?
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Lesson Plan No 3: Sign-up to Sign-on
n SUBJECTS COVERED
Taking Turns

n MATERIALS
• Nook

n DIRECTIONS / 		
LEARNING EXPERIENCE

• Sign-up to Sign-on sheet (attached)

Motivation

• Tech Time Card (attached)

n GRADES

• A book of the student’s choice

First

• Story Sorter
• Pencil
• Kitchen Timers

n OBJECTIVES
Students will…
… Read books that are a good fit
for their ability level.
… Organize the impor tant
information from a story, and
d o c u m e nt i t o n a g r a p h i c
organizer.
… Work toward a goal.
… Practice patience, how to sign-up
for something, and wait patiently
for their turn.
… Understand the concept of
spending and saving using time.

n VOCABULARY
• Nook/e-reader
• main-character
• main-topic
• setting
• title
• author
• rating
• patience
• budget

n COMMON CORE
STANDARDS
RL.1.1: Ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.
RL.1. 2: Retell stories, including
key details, and demonstrate
understanding of their central
message or lesson.
RL.1.3: Describe characters, settings,
and major events in a story, using
key details.
RI.1.1: Ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.
RI.1.2: Identify the main topic and retell
key details of a text.
RI.1.10: With prompting and support, read
informational texts appropriately
complex for grade 1

n KEYS TO CHARACTER
• Patience
• Organization
• Taking turns
• Spending & Saving

k Re-introduce the students to the
Nook and tell them that they will
have an opportunity to earn time
on this e-reader, with the proper
behavior.

Steps
13 Remind the students of the
previous lesson involving the
Story Sorters, how to pick proper
books, how to read them, and
how to fill out the story sorter.
14 Remind the class that each Story
Sorter is worth 5 minutes time
on their Tech Time Card, and
that they may spend their time
in 5 minute increments (up to 20
minutes). It is up to them if they
choose to save-up time, or spend
it as they earn it.
15 Show the class the Sign-up to
Sign-on sheet. It is the teacher’s
preference if they have it 8 ½” X
11” or poster sized.
16 Explain that they must sign their
name in the next empty line, and
circle the amount of time that
they will be spending on their
“tech time” card.
17 When a student comes to check
out the Nook, they must bring
their “tech time” card to the
teacher, where he/she can check
off the used boxes.
18 The Nook will be checked out
from the teacher, and must be
returned to the teacher when
time is up. (The Nook has a timer
application. It is the teacher’s
choice if they set and start the
timer, or if the student does.) At
that point, the teacher can call
the next student to spend their
“tech time” and check-out the
Nook.
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Lesson Plan No 3: Sign-up to Sign-on (cont.)
19 As each child completes their
turn with the Nook they will cross
off their number on the list.
20 When the lesson is over, the
students may begin reading their
book of choice, and filling in their
next Story Sorter.
21 Wrap-up.

Questions
k How can you earn time on the
Nook?
k Where will you keep track of
the time you have earned for
the Nook?
k Do you have to take your
time after every Story Sorter
sheet?

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT

•

The evaluation of student
understanding will initially be based
on the responses to the wrap-up
questions.

•

Fo ll ow - up evaluat i o n w ill b e
continual, and based on the students
behavior with “Sign-in” time.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
Children will be given books based
on their reading ability, interests, and
language of comfort. Children will
be offered ample time to select their
books, while also receiving assistance
from the teacher to find a book that is
a good fit for them. “Story sorters” can
be filled out based on varying abilities,
ie. full sentences, sentence fragments,
illustrations, or a combination of the
three.
Also, children needing accommodations based on ESOL and ESE
guidelines will have differentiated requirements to obtain “tech time” based
on their individual abilities.

k How can you take a longer
turn on the Nook?
k What do you do when you
would like to spend “tech
time” for “Sign-in” time?
k What do you do after you
complete your time on the
Nook?
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Lesson Plans Materials Budget

Materials Budget
SUPPLIER

ITEM # AND DESCRIPTION

COST

QTY

TOTAL COST

barnesandnoble.com Nook HD 8g
$129.00
2
$258.00
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Tacky the Penguin (Nook)
$6.95
1
$6.95
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Green Eggs & Ham (Nook)
$8.99
1
$8.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Make Way for Ducklings (Nook)
$7.99
1
$7.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		 Investigator Anne: Case #1, Timeless Treasure Lost (Nook)
$.99
1
$.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Frog and Toad are Friends (Nook)
$4.99
1
$4.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Sharks: Chompers of the Sea (Nook)
$.99
1
$.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Flight of the Butterflies (Nook)
$.99
1
$.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
My Weird School: 4-Book Collection (Nook)
$2.99
1
$2.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Days With Frog and Toad (Nook)
$4.99
1
$4.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Junie B. Jones, Toothless Wonder (Nook)
$4.99
1
$4.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Magic Tree House: Books 1-4 (Nook)
$18.99
1
$18.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Dolphins: Playmates of the Sea (Nook)
$.99
1
$.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Veggie Clock - Timer, Alarm Clock (Nook App)
$.99
1
$.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Amazon.com
Kroo Case Cover
$14.00
2
$28.00
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Round Teacher Stamp - Happy Star
$9.59
1
$9.59
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Neenah Premium Cardstock
$11.68
1
$11.68
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
Tacky the Penguin (Hardcover)
$12.75
1
$12.75
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		
JOTO Anti-Glare Screen Protectors
$8.99
1
$8.99
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Subtotal
$394.84
________________________________________

McKelette Dowers
Teacher__________________________________________

Tax if applicable
N/A
________________________________________
Shipping
5.98
________________________________________

Ridgeview Global Studies Academy
School___________________________________________
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Rubric

Student Name________________________________________________________________

1

2

3

4

Beginning

Developing

Accomplished

Is able to “picture
walk” a story,
and comprehend
the main idea
based on
those images.

Student is able to
read some of the
words
independently,
yet still needs
assistance for
comprehension.

Student is able to
read 80% of the
words successfully
in the story,
and comprehend
the main idea.

Student is able
to identify title
and author.

The student is
able to identify
the title, author,
and main idea.

Student is able to
complete the title,
author, and rating.

Student is ale to
identify the title,
author, and rating;
and complete
all boxes using
illustrations.

Student completes
graphic organizer
using sentence
fragments and
illustrations.

Student competes
graphic organizer
using full
sentences and
illustrations.

Student will
be able to
accumulate
tech time.

Student
accumulates
5 -10 minutes
in a month.

Student
accumulates
10-15 minutes
in a month.

Student
accumulates
15-20 minutes
in a month.

Student
accumulates 20+
minutes over a
month’s time.

Student will
demonstrate
self-control and
responsibility.

Student is
careless with
the Nook.

Student attempts
to handle the
Nook with care.

Student is very
careful while
handling the Nook.

Student exhibits
great self-control
while working with
the Nook.

Student will be
able to read a
story that is a
“right fit” for
them.
Student will be
able to identify
the main parts
of a story.

Student will be
able to
successfully
complete a
graphic organizer.

Exemplary
Student is able
to read 100%
of the words
successfully,
and has a full
understanding of
the main idea.

The student is able The student is able
to identify the title, to identify all basic
author, main idea,
aspects of the
main character,
story, while also
and setting.
understanding
character
motivation.
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Additional Information

Sign-up to Sign-on
Name

Time

__________________________________________________________________________________________
1.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
2.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
4.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
5.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
6.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
7.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
8.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
9.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
10.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
11.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
12.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
13.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
14.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
15.
5/10/15/20
__________________________________________________________________________________________
16.

5/10/15/20
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