
n PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
Construction Day is a program 

designed to give students a hands-
on experience in writing complete 
sentences with correct punctuation. It 
is intended to be taught in the first few 
months of school to really emphasize 
complete sentence structure.  This 
lesson is also a great way to begin STEM 
in the classroom through building towers 
with cups and building number towers.   

Construction Day focuses on centers 
that teach sentence structure with 
relation to building: building sentences.  
Students par ticipate in correcting 
sentences using correct punctuation 
by placing bolts, screws, and hooks at 
the end of the sentence to show which 
type of punctuation mark is needed 
to complete the sentence.  Students 
work to build sentences on colored 
2x4 boards.  The boards are cut into 
four sections and painted a different 
color to represent the parts of speech: 
green to show capital letters, red for 
verbs, blue for adjectives, and yellow 
for punctuation.  Then, using sentence 
strips students create sentences to 
place on top of the boards. 

Students are challenged to build 
tall towers using paper cups.  They are 
given 20 cups and work in teams to 
build tall towers.  Students also work on 
number recognition by rolling a number 
dice and building a tower using the 
correct number of unifix cubes.

For further information contact…

Karla Butler
 McKeel Academy Central 

411 North Florida Ave 
 Lakeland, FL  33801

863-499-1287
karlabutler@mckeelschools.com
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Plastic construction hats are 
provided for students to use along with 
student-made paper vests to wear during 
“construction work”. The teacher dressed 
as a construction worker and decorated the 
classroom with construction tablecloths, 
construction tape, and orange cones. 
Construction Day is the perfect way to 
engage students in sentence writing. This 
program allows students to learn using 
hands on experiences, videos, games, 
and a concrete example that will stick 
with them forever. This day is a favorite 
and definitely one that is referred to often.

n OVERALL VALUE 
This program has really helped 

students understand the parts of a 
sentence and it is a concrete reminder 
to remember punctuation when writing.  
Students were showing deficiencies with 
sentence structure and capitalization/
punctuation when entering first grade. 
After implementation, students were 
much more consistent and showed 
more understanding with sentence 
structure as well as how to correctly 
use punctuations and capitalization. 
Students refer to the activities often and 
share their learning with others. 

This program can be easily adapted 
to any grade level incorporating any 
grammar or language standard. 
Students can “construct” any type of 
sentence appropriate for the grade level.    

n LESSON PLAN TITLES
• No Loose Nuts, Bolts, or

Screws!
• Building Sentences
• STEM Tallest Tower Building

 n MATERIALS 
See individual lesson plans.

n ABOUT THE DEVELOPER
Karla Butler is an Elementary 

teacher with 24 years of classroom 
teaching experience.  She is a passionate 
teacher who ignites young learners to 
develop a love of learning.  Karla has 
a great passion for young children and 
feels honored to guide them to 
discover their gifts and help them 
flourish in their strengths. She 
engages her students in STEM 
learning activities as well as project-
based learning opportunities.  

Karla is a graduate of Florida 
Southern Col lege with teaching 
experience in preschool and grades 
K-5. She i s  currently the  
Ins t ruc t iona l  Coach  a t  McKee l  
Academy Cent ra l .     
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“Constructing Our Way Through Third Grade” Karla Butler
Lesson Plan No 1: No Loose Nuts, Bolts, or Screws!

n SUBJECTS COVERED
Grammar/Writing

n GRADES
First

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will...

... identify basic features of a sentence. 

... use correct punctuation in writing 
sentences.

... use capital letters as appropriate. 

n STANDARDS 
FSS / NGSSS

LAFS.1.RF.1.1 
Demonstrate understanding of the 
organization and basic features of 
print. a. Recognize the distinguishing 
features of a sentence (e.g., 
first word, capitalization, ending 
punctuation).

LAFS.1.L.1.2 
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.
a. Capitalize dates and names of

people.
b. Use end punctuation for

sentences.

n MATERIALS
• Large posters of sentences
• 10 each nuts, bolts, hooks
• Small copies of the posters
• SmartBoard

n VOCABULARY
• Period
• Question Mark
• Exclamation Mark
• SmartBoard

n DIRECTIONS 
Teacher will model reviewing names 

of punctuation marks.  Teacher and 
student review practice sentences that 
use each of the punctuation marks.

Teacher will introduce posters and 
how the bolts are for exclamation marks, 
the nuts are periods, and the hooks are 
question marks.  Teacher models using 
these concrete items to add punctuation 
to the sentences.

Students will practice in teams. The 
teacher is walking around monitoring 
progress and prompting students as 
needed.  Then, students will rewrite 
sentences correctly on their paper.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
Teacher meets with small groups 

to practice reading sentences and 
identifying the correct punctuation 
needed.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Teacher will observe if the groups 

are adding the correct punctuation mark 
to the chart.

n ADDL INFORMATION
Link to additional activities to include 

in lessons. http://yeehawteachingintexas.
blogspot.com/2016/09/constructing-
sentences.html
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“Constructing Our Way Through Third Grade” Karla Butler
Lesson Plan No 2: Building Sentences

n SUBJECTS COVERED
Grammar/Writing

n GRADES
First

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will...

... write complete sentences using 
nouns, pronouns, verbs and 
adjectives.

... use correct punctuation in writing 
sentences. 

... use capital letters as appropriate.  

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSSS
LAFS.1.L.1.1 
 Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of Standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking.
a. Print all upper- and lowercase 

letters.
b. Use common, proper, and 

possessive nouns.
c. Use singular and plural nouns 

with matching verbs in basic 
sentences (e.g., He hops; We 
hop).

d. Use personal, possessive, and 
indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, 
my; they, them, their, anyone, 
everything).

e. Use verbs to convey a sense of 
past, present, and future (e.g., 
Yesterday I walked home; Today 
I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk 
home).

f .  Use f requent ly  occur r ing 
adjectives.

LAFS.1.L.1.2 
 Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of Standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.
a. Capitalize dates and names of 

people.
b. Use  end  punc tua t i on  fo r 

sentences.
c. Use commas in dates and to 

separate single words in a series.
d. Use conventional spelling for 

words with common spelling 
patterns and for frequently 
occurring irregular words.

e.  Spell untaught words phonetically, 
drawing on phonemic awareness 
and spelling conventions.

n MATERIALS
• Sentence strips
• 2”x4” pieces of wood cut into 

4-6 inch pieces (You can paint 
the pieces of wood to represent 
the par ts of speech – Noun, 
Proper Noun, Verb, Adjective, and 
Pronoun.)

• Pencil
• SmartBoard
• Tablets/iPads if available

n VOCABULARY
• Parts of Speech (Noun, Proper 

Noun, Verb, Adjective, Pronoun)
• Capital Letters
• Lower case letters
• Punctuation Marks (Question Mark, 

Exclamation Mark, Period, Comma)

n DIRECTIONS 
Teacher will model reviewing names 

of punctuation marks.  Teacher and 
student review practice sentences that 
use each of the punctuation marks.

Teacher will introduce posters and 
how the bolts are for exclamation marks, 
the nuts are periods, and the hooks are 
question marks.  Teacher models using 
these concrete items to add punctuation 
to the sentences.

Students will practice in teams. The 
teacher is walking around monitoring 
progress and prompting students as 
needed.  Then, students will rewrite 
sentences correctly on their paper.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
Teacher will work with students 

needing additional support to guide 
them in using proper sentence structure 
when writing a sentence

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Teacher observation.

n ADDL INFORMATION
Link to additional activities to include 

in lessons. http://yeehawteachingintexas.
blogspot.com/2016/09/constructing-
sentences.html
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“Constructing Our Way Through Third Grade” Karla Butler
Lesson Plan No 3: STEM Tallest Tower Challenge
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
Science

n GRADES
First

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will...

... par t i c ipate  in  co l laborat ive 
conversations both in small groups 
and larger groups. 

... ask questions to clear up confusion. 

... investigate and explore through free 
exploration. 

... generate explanations of their 
explorations.  

n STANDARDS 
 FSS / NGSSS
 LAFS.1.SL.1.1 
 Par t i c ipa te  in  co l labora t i ve 

conversations with diverse partners 
about grade 1 topics and texts with 
peers and adults in small and larger 
groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions (e.g., listening to 
others with care, speaking one at 
a time about the topics and texts 
under discussion).

b. B u i l d  o n  o t h e r s ’  t a l k  i n 
conversations by responding to 
the comments of others through 
multiple exchanges.

c. Ask questions to clear up any 
confusion about the topics and 
texts under discussion.

SC.1.N.1.1 
 Raise questions about the natural 

world, investigate them in teams 
through free exploration, and 
generate appropriate explanations 
based on those explorations.

n MATERIALS
• Unifix cubes
• Popsicle sticks
• Blocks
• Cups
• Cardboard
• SmartBoard 

n VOCABULARY
• Tallest
• Engineering
• Problem Solving
• Plan
• Structure
• Adjustments

n DIRECTIONS 
Teacher will explain that students will 

be building a tower using the materials 
found in the team bucket. Teacher 
will show some examples 
of dif ferent structures that 
students have made (examples 
can be found on Pinterest or 
Google). 

Students will make a plan 
by drawing what they want 
to build with their team. They 
will label the materials they 
want to use to build the tallest 
structure. Students will get 
their plan approved by the 
teacher.

Students will build their 
structure as a TEAM. Students 
will discuss with teammates 
any adjustments needed to 
make their structure more 
stable and or taller. Students 
will take pictures on their iPads 
(if available) or share their 
structures with other groups. 
Students should explain the 
process and reasons for any 
changes made to the structure.

n ACCOMMODATIONS
Teacher will adjust the amount of 

materials for students who are having 
difficulty focusing.  Additional time is 
given to complete task as needed. 

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Teacher observation.

n ADDL INFORMATION
Extension: Engineering towers 

wi th  younger  s tudents  h t tps: / /
inventorsoftomorrow.com/2016/09/21/
engineering-towers-2/
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“Constructing Our Way Through Third Grade” Karla Butler
Additional information - Pictures - The Class in Action
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Materials Budget
 SUPPLIER ITEM # AND DESCRIPTION COST QUANTITY TOTAL COST
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Teacher _________________________________________

School __________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Subtotal

Tax if applicable

Shipping if applicable

TOTAL
BUDGET
AMOUNT

“Constructing Our Way Through Third Grade” Karla Butler
Materials Budget
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Karla Butler

South McKeel Academy

Office Depot Sentence Strips 10.69 1 10.69
Lowe’s 2x4 wood boards 4.76 6 28.56
  nuts 12mm 1.44 10 14.40
  bolts 1/2x6 2.59 10 25.90
Amazon hooks .97 10 9.70
  Unifix cubes 12.95 3 38.85
  popsicle sticks 6.99 1 6.99
  wooden blocks 100/1in 16.99 1 16.99
  paper cups 11.99 2 23.98
  caution tape 10.89 1 10.89
  construction hats -12 pack 6.97 2 13.94
  construction vests 36.98 1 36.98
  construction tablecloths 7.04 6 42.24
  construction signs 12.99 1 12.99
  construction cones 12 pack 12.25 1 12.25
   road parking cones 49.99 1 49.99

$355.29

24.87

$395.16



“Constructing Our Way Through Third Grade” Karla Butler
Rubric
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Student Name _______________________________________________________________

Rubric	  

Construction	  Day!	  	  

	  

LAFS.1.RF.1.1	   Proficient	   Developing	   Not	  Yet	  
Capitalization	   Student	  can	  correctly	  

add	  capital	  letters	  to	  
all	  sentences	  
showing	  

understanding	  of	  
sentence	  structure.	  

Student	  can	  correctly	  
add	  capital	  letters	  to	  
some	  sentences	  

showing	  
understanding	  of	  
sentence	  structure.	  

Student	  needs	  help	  
to	  add	  capital	  letters	  

to	  sentences.	  	  

Punctuation	   Student	  can	  correctly	  
add	  punctuation	  to	  

all	  sentences	  
showing	  

understanding	  of	  
sentence	  structure.	  	  

Student	  can	  correctly	  
add	  punctuation	  to	  
some	  sentences	  

showing	  
understanding	  of	  
sentence	  structure.	  

Student	  needs	  help	  
to	  add	  punctuation	  

to	  sentences.	  	  

	   	   	   	  
	  


