
“Rainbow Classroom Connections”

n PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
Rainbow Classroom Connections 

is a unit that introduces students to the 
beginning of the year procedures and 
behavior management strategies.  Our 
class learns that each day begins with 
the possibility to earn all the colors of a 
rainbow.

The lessons introduce the students to 
our classroom procedures but the lessons 
are also tied to other subject areas such 
as Science, Language Arts, and Writing.  
Another concept that is integrated is 
bullying prevention.  It has recently 
become a required unit of study.  

The program and its lessons focus on 
cooperative learning by using the mandated 
bullying prevention lessons.  Other lesson 
plans introduce students to FCAT stem 
questioning techniques, Learning Focused 
Strategies and FCIM skills.

We open the year with the students 
being involved in team building activities 
that help build a cohesive classroom.  
Collaborative partners and group work is 
required to create posters, T-shirts and 
Puzzle pieces.

In conjunction to these activities, 
students are taught the classroom rules 
and expectations of our school.  

The class will learn through books 
and the school guidance counselor’s 
guest appearance, how to avoid being 
bullied, how to not be a bully, and why it is 
important to treat others with equity.

For further information contact…

Andrea & Rachel
Kathleen Elementary School

3515 Sherertz Road (Route A)

Lakeland, FL 33810

863-853-6030

andrea.borden@polk-fl.net 

rachel.jones@polk-fl.net
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As we introduce the students to these 
beginning of the year concepts the idea of 
a rainbow will be developed to show how, 
just as a rainbow is beautiful although 
made of many different colors, it works 
together beautifully.  

Our goal is to teach our students 
that by working together we will become 
beautiful works of art, growing throughout 
the year.

n OVERALL VALUE 
Teaching students to value each other’s 

differences is extremely important.  This 
program sets the stage for a successful 
year by establishing a strong foundation 
using literature, the school guidance 
counselor, research-based curriculum and 
cross curricular activities.  These lessons 
are both a fun and useful way to begin a 
new year ensuring a positive experience 
for both student and teacher. 

The students learn that they can be 
rewarded for positive behaviors by sliding 
up the colors or the rainbow, rather than 
losing levels as a punishment. By learning 
about what rainbows are in our classroom, 
and in our real-world environment, it 
encourages a harmonious and beautiful 
classroom.

n LESSON PLAN TITLES
1. Rainbow Sliders

2. The Rainbow Kids

3. Rainbow Pals

4. Science of Rainbows

n MATERIALS 
Materials for each lesson are listed 

with each lesson plan. Overall materials 
budget including pricing and vendors 
follows the lesson plans.

n ABOUT THE DEVELOPER 
Andrea Borden has a Bachelor of 

Arts in Education from Florida Atlantic 
University.   She is certified in Primary 
Education, Elementary Education and is 
ESOL endorsed. She has been teaching 
for Polk County schools for the past 16 
years. She has taught in Kg, 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd grades.  She was the Kathleen 
Elementary School Teacher of the Year 
for the 2011-12 school year.  

Rachel Jones has a Bachelor of 
Science in Education from University 
of South Florida.  She is certified in 
Elementary Education and is ESOL 
endorsed.  She has been teaching for 
Polk County schools for 8 years.  She 
has taught Kg, 1st and 3rd grades during 
this time.  She has co-taught with Andrea 
Borden for the past 4 years and enjoys 
collaborating with other teachers.
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“Rainbow Classroom Connections” Borden & Jones
Lesson Plan No 1: The Rainbow Sliders

n SUBJECTS COVERED
Social Studies, English Language Arts

n GRADES
Third

n OBJECTIVES 
The student will

• be introduced to the classroom 
rules, routines, and PBS behavior 
system.

• learn to work cooperatively with 
each other. 

• learn that all of us are individuals but 
are also a team.

• listen to and analyze the lyrics to the 
song, “The World is a Rainbow”.

n SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

SS.K.C.1.1 Define and give examples 
of rules and laws, and why they are 
important.                            

SS.K.C.1.2 Explain the purpose and 
necessity of rules and laws at home, 
school, and community.          

S S . K .C . 2 .1  D e m o n s t r a t e  t h e 
characteristics of being a good 
citizen.                                                       

SS.K.C.2.2 Demonstrate that conflicts 
among friends can be resolved in 
ways that are consistent with being 
a good citizen.

SS.K.C.2.3 Describe fair ways for 
groups to make decisions.                                                                  

LA.3.1.5.2 The student will adjust 
reading rate based on purpose, text 
difficulty, form, and style.         

LA.3.2.1.5  The student will respond 
to, discuss, and reflect on various 
literary selections (e.g., poetry, 
prose, fiction, nonfiction), connecting 
text to self (personal connection), 
text to world (social connection), text 
to text (comparison among multiple 
texts)                      

n MATERIALS
Rainbow sliders, Vol. 2-We All Live 
Together by Greg & Steve, handout of 
the lyrics to the song, “The World is 
a Rainbow”, We All Fit In Puzzle Kit, 
markers, notebook paper, pencils, PBS 
Rules Poster, Smartboard.

n DIRECTIONS 
*Day 1:  Teacher will introduce the PBS 

rules for the classroom by showing 
the students the PBS rule poster that 
is displayed in the classroom.  As 
the teacher reviews each rule, she 
will give the students time to discuss 
each rule with their shoulder partner 
and answer any questions they may 
have. Then the teacher will introduce 
the Rainbow sliders that are already 
taped down to each student’s desk.  
Teacher will explain how every day 
each student will start out on white 
and throughout the day, with good 
behavior, will move up the rainbow 
and hopefully end up on purple by 
the end of the day (see pictures). 
Next, the teacher will play the song, 
“The World is a Rainbow” and 
display the lyrics to the song on the 
smartboard for the students to follow 
along. As a class have a discussion 
about what the song is talking about 
and what message the author is 
trying to convey to the listener.

Day 2: Teacher will review the PBS rules 
for the classroom.  The teacher will 
divide the students into 5 groups.  
Each group will get a different rule 
and then act out the rule for the rest 
of the class.  The class has to decide 
which rule the group is acting out.  
Next the teacher will play the song, 
“The World is a Rainbow” and pass 
out the lyrics handout.  Students will 
analyze and write down 3 things the 
poem says about getting along and 
working with others.

Day 3: Teacher will give the class different 
scenarios and they will decide which 
rule the teacher is describing.  The 
students will listen to, “The World is 
a Rainbow” song again for fluency.  
Then the teacher will pass out 
puzzle pieces for the students to fill 
out about themselves to familiarize 
their classmates with each other.  
Students will illustrate and give one 
statement about something they like 
and one statement about something 
they don’t like.  Students will share 
their puzzle pieces with the class.  
The teacher will collect everyone’s 
puzzle piece and put them together 
to make a beautiful creation.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Summarize the rules, puzzle piece 

rubric

n ADDL INFORMATION 
If students finish early, they may 

create another stanza to add to the 
end of “The World is a Rainbow” song. 
Lesson Plan 

H H H
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By: Greg and Steve 

The world is a rainbow 
That's filled with many colors: 
Yellow, black, and white, and brown, 
You see them all around. 

The world is a rainbow 
With many kinds of people; 
It takes all kinds of people 
To make the world go round. 

Now you be you 
And I'll be me. 
That's the way we were meant to be. 
But the world is a mixing cup. 
Just look what happens when you stir it up! 

The world is a rainbow 
With many kinds of people; 
And when we work together 
It's such a sight to see. 
The world is beautiful when we live in harmony! 

Now you be you 
And I'll be me. 
That's the way we were meant to be. 
But the world is a mixing cup. 
Just look what happens when you stir it up! 

 

 

 

 

By: Greg and Steve 

The world is a rainbow 
That's filled with many colors: 
Yellow, black, and white, and brown, 
You see them all around. 

The world is a rainbow 
With many kinds of people; 
It takes all kinds of people 
To make the world go round. 

Now you be you 
And I'll be me. 
That's the way we were meant to be. 
But the world is a mixing cup. 
Just look what happens when you stir it up! 

The world is a rainbow 
With many kinds of people; 
And when we work together 
It's such a sight to see. 
The world is beautiful when we live in harmony! 

Now you be you 
And I'll be me. 
That's the way we were meant to be. 
But the world is a mixing cup. 
Just look what happens when you stir it up! 

 

The World is a Rainbow
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Student Name:     ________________________________________ 
 

CATEGORY 

Creativity 

All of the drawing or 
objects used in the 
puzzle piece reflect an 
exceptional degree of 
student creativity in 
their creation and/or 
display because the 
drawing were all 
original. 

One or two of the 
drawing or objects 
used in the puzzle 
piece reflect student 
creativity in their 
creation and/or display 
because they were 
mostly original 
drawings. 

One or two drawings 
or objects were 
original and not copied 
by the student, but the 
ideas were typical 
rather than creative. 

The student did not 
make or customize any 
of the items on the 
puzzle piece. 

Time and 
Effort 

Class time was used 
wisely. Much time and 
effort went into the 
planning and design of 
the puzzle piece 

Class time was usually 
used wisely. Student 
could have put in more 
time and effort. 

Class time was not 
always used wisely. 

Class time was not 
used wisely and the 
student put in no 
effort. 

Design 

Drawings are an 
appropriate size and 
interesting shape and 
are arranged well, 
some in front and 
some behind. Care has 
been taken to balance 
the pictures across the 
puzzle piece. 

Drawings are an 
appropriate size and 
interesting shape and 
are arranged with 
some items in front 
and others behind. The 
puzzle piece however 
does not appear 
balanced. 

Drawings are an 
appropriate size and 
shape, but the 
arrangement of items 
is not very attractive. It 
appears there was not 
a lot of planning of the 
item placement. 

Drawings are an 
inappropriate size 
and/or shape. It 
appears little attention 
was given to designing 
the puzzle piece. 

Attention to 
Theme 

The student gives a 
reasonable 
explanation of how 
every item in the 
puzzle piece is related 
to the assigned theme. 
For most items, the 
relationship is clear 
without explanation. 

The student gives a 
reasonable 
explanation of how 
most items in the 
puzzle piece are 
related to the assigned 
theme. For many of 
the items, the 
relationship is clear 
without explanation. 

The student gives a 
fairly reasonable 
explanation of how 
most items in the 
puzzle piece are 
related to the assigned 
theme. 

The student's 
explanations are weak 
and illustrate difficulty 
understanding how to 
relate items to the 
assigned theme. 

Followed 
directions/ 

items 

The puzzle piece 
includes 4 or more 
items, each different. 

The puzzle piece 
includes 3 different 
items. 

The puzzle piece 
includes 2 different 
items. 

The puzzle piece 
contains 1 item or did 
not attempt. 

 

Puzzle Piece Rubric



n SUBJECTS COVERED
English Language Arts (poetry, fluency, 

writing) Social Studies

n GRADES
Third

n OBJECTIVES 
The student will

• listen to the poem “The Rainbow 
Kids”  

• c o m p a r e  an d  c o n t r as t  t h e 
differences and similarities between 
the characters. 

• read the poem with classmates 
chorally and chart the fluency.

• write a poem or story using the same 
characters from “The Rainbow 
Kids”.

n SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

LA.3.2.1.1: The student will understand 
the distinguishing features among 
the common forms of literature (e.g., 
poetry, prose, fiction, drama)

LA.3.2.1.5: The student will respond 
to, discuss, and reflect on various 
literary selections (e.g., poetry, 
prose, fiction, nonfiction), connecting 
text to self (personal connection), 
text to world (social connection), text 
to text (comparison among multiple 
texts);

LA.3.1.5.2 The student will adjust 
reading rate based on purpose, text 
d i f f i c u l t y,  f o r m,  and  s t y l e .                 
                                            

LA.3.3.1.1 The student will prewrite 
by  g e n e r a t i n g  i d e a s  f r o m 
mul t ip le sources (e.g.,  tex t , 
brainstorming, graphic organizer, 
drawing, writer’s notebook, group 
discussion, pr inted mater ial);                                                                                          
                                

LA.3.3.2.2 The student will draft writing 
by organizing information into a 
logical sequence through the use of 
time-order words and cause/effect 
transitions.

LA.3.3.5.3   The student will share the 
writing with the intended audience.

SS.1.C.2.4 Show respect and kindness 
to people and animals.                     

n MATERIALS
• “The Rainbow Kids” Poem
• Venn Diagram Chart
• Rainbow Colored Post-it Notes
• Rainbow paper. 

n DIRECTIONS 
This lesson will be presented after 

the introduction of the classroom rules 
and beginning of the year procedures.  
Students will also be familiar with anti-
bullying strategies.

Day 1:  Read the poem “The Rainbow 
Kids” to the class.  Ask the students 
to choose a character they feel they 
most closely resemble and think of 
one reason why they are alike. On 
a post it note that is the same color 
as the character they picked the 
students will record their ideas.  Call 
the students up to place their post 
it note to make a rainbow using the 
colored post it notes up on a wall.  
When they place it up, have them 
tell who they felt they resembled and 
why.   In collaborative pairs using a 
Venn diagram students will compare 
and contrast the two characters they 
chose and record the similarities 
and differences in their characters.  
Re-read the poem 2 times chorally.  
After reading individually, have the 
students read it aloud to the teacher 
and the teacher will chart their 
fluency per minute.

Day 2: Review the previous day’s lesson 
and re-read the poem “The Rainbow 
Kids” chorally.  Tell the students to 

“Rainbow Classroom Connections” Borden & Jones
Lesson Plan No 2: The Rainbow Kids

use the same characters from the 
poem (provide a copy of the poem 
for a word bank of the kids names 
from the poem) to write a story.  The 
poems will be edited by the teacher 
and revised by the students.  The 
class poems will be combined to 
create a class book.  The book 
will be added to the classroom 
library and also available for “Young 
Author’s” night.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 

Rubric, Fluency Chart

n ADDL INFORMATION 
• Students who complete their poems 

early or need additional help, go to 
http://www.poetry4kids.com/

• As a follow up for fluency progress 
monitoring, have the student read 
the poem again at the end of the 
week and chart the difference.

H H H
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Rainbow Kids - Rubric 

Student Name:     ________________________________________ 
 

     CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Writing Process 

Student devotes a lot 
of time and effort to 
the writing process 
(prewriting, drafting, 
reviewing, and 
editing). Works hard to 
make the story 
wonderful. 

Student devotes 
sufficient time and 
effort to the writing 
process (prewriting, 
drafting, reviewing, 
and editing). Works 
and gets the job done. 

Student devotes some 
time and effort to the 
writing process but 
was not very thorough. 
Does enough to get by. 

Student devotes little 
time and effort to the 
writing process. 
Doesn't seem to care. 

Neatness 

The final draft of the 
story is readable, 
clean, neat and 
attractive. It is free of 
erasures and crossed-
out words. It looks like 
the author took great 
pride in it. 

The final draft of the 
story is readable, neat 
and attractive. It may 
have one or two 
erasures, but they are 
not distracting. It looks 
like the author took 
some pride in it. 

The final draft of the 
story is readable and 
some of the pages are 
attractive. It looks like 
parts of it might have 
been done in a hurry. 

The final draft is not 
neat or attractive. It 
looks like the student 
just wanted to get it 
done and didn't care 
what it looked like. 

Characters 

The main characters 
are named and clearly 
described in text as 
well as pictures. Most 
readers could describe 
the characters 
accurately. 

The main characters 
are named and 
described. Most 
readers would have 
some idea of what the 
characters looked like. 

The main characters 
are named. The reader 
knows very little about 
the characters. 

It is hard to tell who 
the main characters 
are. 

Creativity 

The story contains 
many creative details 
and/or descriptions 
that contribute to the 
reader's enjoyment. 
The author has really 
used his imagination. 

The story contains a 
few creative details 
and/or descriptions 
that contribute to the 
reader's enjoyment. 
The author has used 
his imagination. 

The story contains a 
few creative details 
and/or descriptions, 
but they distract from 
the story. The author 
has tried to use his 
imagination. 

There is little evidence 
of creativity in the 
story. The author does 
not seem to have used 
much imagination. 

Focus on 
Assigned Topic 

The entire story is 
related to the assigned 
topic and allows the 
reader to understand 
much more about the 
topic. 

Most of the story is 
related to the assigned 
topic. The story 
wanders off at one 
point, but the reader 
can still learn 
something about the 
topic. 

Some of the story is 
related to the assigned 
topic, but a reader 
does not learn much 
about the topic. 

No attempt has been 
made to relate the 
story to the assigned 
topic. 

Spelling and 
Punctuation 

There are no spelling 
or punctuation errors 
in the final draft. 
Character and place 
names that the author 
invented are spelled 
consistently 
throughout. 

There is one spelling or 
punctuation error in 
the final draft. 

There are 2-3 spelling 
and punctuation errors 
in the final draft. 

The final draft has 
more than 3 spelling 
and punctuation 
errors. 
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Venn Diagram Chart

Group Names________________________________&________________________________________ Date__________________________________ 

Directions: Each student picks a different character from the poem and compares them to each other. 

 
Summary:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Character Name 
_________________ 

Character Name 
_________________ 

Summary: _______________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
Social Studies (Bullying Prevention 

Lessons), English Language Art 
(Reading and Writing

n GRADES
Third

n OBJECTIVES 
The student will

• listen to and discuss literature that 
focuses on the issue of bullying.

• learn strategies to deal with students 
who may try to bully them in the 
school setting. 

• learn the procedures to follow if they 
know of a bullying situation and the 
specific information on where to find 
resources to assist them.

• be encouraged to be advocates 
for themselves and others by 
cooperating with classmates and 
building self-esteem and good 
working moral. 

n SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

L A . 3 . 2 . 2 . 3  T h e  s t u d e n t  w i l l 
organize information to show an 
understanding of main ideas within 
a text through charting, mapping, or 
summarizing;

LA.3.1.7.4 The student will identify 
cause-and-effect relationships in 
text;

LA.3.1.6.2 The student will listen to, 
read, and discuss familiar and 
conceptually challenging text;       
                                

LA.3.1.6.1 The student will use new 
vocabulary that is introduced and 
taught directly;                                                         

SS.1.C.2.2 Describe the characteristics 
of responsible citizenship in the 
school community.                                                

SS.1.C.2.3 Identify ways students can 
participate in the betterment of their 
school and community                                           

SS.1.C.2.4 Show respect and kindness 
to people and animals.

SS.1.C.3.1 Explain how decisions can 
be made or how conflicts might be 
resolved in fair and just ways.

n MATERIALS
• A Bad Case of Stripes-David 

Shannon

• The Juice Box Bully: Empowering 
Kids to Stand Up For Others by 
Maria Dismondy

• Bullies Are a Pain in the Brain 
(Laugh And Learn) by Trevor 
Romain

• Bullying Prevention Program from 
the Polk County Schools Website,

• Preventing Classroom Bullying 
booklet-Jim Wright

• Bully Bingo Game Boards

• Graphic Organizers

• Prize-3rd Grade Pencils

• T-shirt/poster sheets 

n DIRECTIONS 
**This is a 5 day lesson plan that can 
be presented at the same time as other 
lessons in this program.**                      

Day 1:  The students will listen to the 
story “A Bad Case of Stripes” as 
the teacher reads aloud.  The 
students will be asked to record 
the information on the graphic 
organizer for extended thinking 
skill of abstracting to look for 
patterns.  When the story is over, 
have them work independently to 
summarize the story.  The students 
will then pair up and use the Kagan 
strategy “Give one, Get one” and 
add to their graphic organizer to 
complete.  The teacher will pull 

random sticks and create a class 
chart that describes the pattern in 
the story.  The students will answer 
the Higher Order Thinking (HOT) 
Questions “What was the cause 
of the main characters stripes and 
other ailments?” and “How did 
the main character change from 
the beginning of the story, to the 
end?”                        

Day 2: Using the “Preventing Classroom 
Bullying booklet by Jim Wright, 
(AVAILABLE ON THE POLK-
FL.NET WEBSITE KEYWORD 
SEARCH BULLY PREVENTION IN 
STAFF SECTION) Go through the 
“Q” questions part of the booklet 
on pages 3-5.  Ask the students to 
stop and discuss the questions with 
a shoulder partner taking turns with 
2’s telling 1’s and then 1’s telling 
2’s.  Ask the students to create a 
circle map with the word “Bully” in 
the middle.  The students will be 
asked to watch the video clip “K.B. 
First Day”.  (Link available on the 
PCPS website: Keyword Search: 
Bullying Prevention)  While they are 
viewing the video, have the students 
write down things that they see 
that describes bullying and bullies.  
After the video, give the students 2 
minutes to summarize the video.

Day 3: Students will take a tour around 
the school to find the resources 
available to report incidents of 
bullying.  The students will be shown 
the various locations around school 
where they can pick up bullying slips 
and where they can be dropped 
off anonymously.  They will each 
pick up a form and take it back to 
class.  When they arrive in class, 
the teacher will project the form onto 
the SmartBoard and go through the 
steps in completing the information.  
Each student will complete the 
mock form and staple it to their 
agenda and write their parents a 
note on what the form is and how 
we learned to use it that day.  The 
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school’s guidance counselor will 
then present the bullying lesson that 
he has prepared for the worksite. 
(See attached lesson provided by 
the school guidance counselor)

Day 4: Read aloud the book “Juice Box 
Bully” and ask the students to listen 
carefully to the events in the story.  
When they are finished, have them 
complete a flow-map using the 
graphic organizer included in this 
packet.  They will need to have 5 
main ideas or events in sequence 
and 2 details that support each 
main idea.  After they complete 
the graphic organizer they will 
summarize the sequence of the 
story in a paragraph form.  Students 
will then be asked to participate in an 
Anti-Bullying Poster/T-shirt Contest.  
Working in pairs, the students will 
begin working on a poster/T-shirt 
to encourage the school to stand 
up to bullies and prevent bullying.  
The students will use the information 
from the books and lessons to 
persuade the students in our school 
to make good choices.                  

 Students will listen to the book 
“Bullies are a Pain in the Brain” 
as the teacher reads aloud.  The 
students will use a compare and 
contrast graphic organizer to 
compare the books read on days 4 
and 5 and summarize them.  After 
they complete this activity have the 
students in their groups from the 
previous day share their posters/T-
shirt with another group and have 
each group provide feedback and do 
error analysis to help the other group 
make changes and add to their 
poster/T-shirt.  They will complete 
their posters and the teacher will 
complete the assessment rubric and 
determine the winner that earned 
the most overall points.  Copies 
of the poster/T-shirt will be made 
and distributed to the school staff 
members to display if they choose. 

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 

Graphic Organizers, Rubrics, 

n ADDL INFORMATION 
Using the game on the last pages of 

Preventing Classroom Bullying booklet 
by Jim Wright to create a Bingo Game 
Board.  The teacher will read the 
scenario and the students will find the 
acceptable response on the game 
board.  (see teacher created bingo 
boards PDF.  5 different arrangements 
of cards for a variety of students to win.  
Prizes for winners are pencils-Welcome 
to 3rd Grade!)

H H H
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Kagan Strategy:  Give One, Get One* 

Steps for the Strategy
1. Give each student a copy of the “Give One, Get One” worksheet. 
2. Present the students with a concept or question with multiple possible answers. 
3. In their teams, students brainstorm possible answers without writing them down. 
4. When they agree that one of their brainstorms is a good one, they write it in the 

“Give One” column on their worksheets 
5. Repeat steps 3-4 until the “Give One” column is full.  The team then stands. 
6. When all teams are standing, students raise their hands and find a new partner. 
7. After finding a new partner, each student gives one idea and gets one idea.  They 

write the idea they “got” in the “Get One” column of their worksheet. 
8. The pairs separate, raise their hands, find a new partner and repeat steps 6-7. 
9. Students move to the outside of the room once their sheet is full, providing 

possible answers for students who haven’t filled their “Get One” column. 
10. Students return to their tables and share their ideas from the “Get One” column. 

Management Tips
1. Present a question or topic, which will yield multiple answers (more than 20). 
2. Model proper behavior for moving around the room. 
3. Encourage proper thanks to partners after swapping ideas. 

Social Skills
1. Offering help (for students who haven’t filled their “Get One” columns) 
2. Greeting someone 
3. Appropriate noise level. 
4. Appropriate parting comments. 

*Based on various materials available from Kagan Publishing.

Give One, Get One
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Name______________________Date____________________ 

Abstracting Graphic Organizer 

 Directions:  As the students listen to the story, have them record 
any patterns (events that are similar or repeat) from the story.  
They will write the specific events from the story and then why 
they believe that is a pattern.  (Example: in the 3 bears, Goldilocks 
finds 3 bowls and tries them, then she finds 3 chairs and tries them. 
etc)   

 Summarize the pattern at the bottom. 

Describe the 
Specific Events 

Explain the 
Pattern 

  

  

  

  

  

Summary:___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Name______________________Date____________________ 

Abstracting Graphic Organizer 

 Directions:  As the students listen to the story, have them record 
any patterns (events that are similar or repeat) from the story.  
They will write the specific events from the story and then why 
they believe that is a pattern.  (Example: in the 3 bears, Goldilocks 
finds 3 bowls and tries them, then she finds 3 chairs and tries them. 
etc)   

 Summarize the pattern at the bottom. 

Describe the 
Specific Events 

Explain the 
Pattern 

  

  

  

  

  

Summary:___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Bad Case of Stripes Graphic Organizer
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Bully Bingo Game Board - 1

Bullying Prevention 

 Tell your friends to stop 
saying unkind things about a 
classmate. 

 
 Refuse to participate in the 

conversation. 

 If you know who wrote the 
note, approach them when 
you can and tell them not to 
send hurtful notes. 

 
 Make an effort to be friends 

with the student being picked 
on. She can use your support! 

 Join the group and suggest 
another game. 

 
 Tell the group to stop picking 

on the student. 
 
 Tell an adult. 

 Help to clean the wall. 
 
 Tell an adult. 

 Remove the tack yourself. 
 
 Warn the student returning to 

her seat about the tack. 
 

 Get help; tell an adult 
 

 Band together with friends 
and confront the bully 
(assertively, not aggressively!) 

 Tell the student who put the 
tack on the seat to remove it. 

 
 Tell an adult. 

 Join the group and tell 
students that whoever wrote 
the graffiti isn’t playing fair, 
because they won’t take 
responsibility for what they 
wrote. 

 

 If the comments really bother 
you, tell an adult. 

 See if your teacher will let you 
leave your lunch money in a 
safe place in the classroom 
every day until you need it. 

 Invite the new student to join 
you 

 Tell your friends to stop 
saying unkind things about a 
classmate. 

 
 Refuse to participate in the 

conversation. 

 Tell an adult at school (e.g., 
School Resource Officer)  
 

 Tell your parent(s) 
 

 

 Take a different route to 
school until the problem is 
taken care of. 

 Refuse to play along. 
 
 Let the victim know that she is 

being duped. 

 Use assertiveness skills (e.g., 
tell the bully “No” firmly) 
 
 Tell an adult 
 

 Approach the table. Politely 
ask your friend to move the 
books so that you can sit at 
the table. 

 
 If your friend refuses, calmly 

sit at another table. 

 Keep calm and don’t try to 
retaliate by saying unkind 
things about other group in 
retaliation. 

 

 Quietly approach Jerry and 
repeat the directions to help 
him get started. 

 
 Tell kids to stop picking on 

Jerry. 

 Approach an adult and let 
him/her know that Jerry 
needs help. 

 

 Tattling is telling an adult 
what another student did to 
get them into trouble. Telling 
is when a student tells an 
adult what happened because 
that student’s actions were 
unsafe 

 Walk with the student to the 
cafeteria; confront the bullies 
if they pick on her. 

 

 Approach the student and 
offer an apology. And be 
sincere. 

 
 In future, don’t make joking 

comments that could hurt 
others’ feelings. 

 Confront your friends and tell 
them not to play this trick. 

 
 Ask them how they would feel 

if someone played a trick like 
this on them. 

 

 Tell an adult that bullies are 
hassling students down by the 
gym. 
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Bully Bingo Game Board - 2

Bullying Prevention 

 Invite the new student to join 
you 

 Tell your friends to stop 
saying unkind things about a 
classmate. 

 
 Refuse to participate in the 

conversation. 

 Tell an adult at school (e.g., 
School Resource Officer)  
 

 Tell your parent(s) 
 

 

 Take a different route to 
school until the problem is 
taken care of. 

 Refuse to play along. 
 
 Let the victim know that she is 

being duped. 

 Tell your friends to stop 
saying unkind things about a 
classmate. 

 
 Refuse to participate in the 

conversation. 

 If you know who wrote the 
note, approach them when 
you can and tell them not to 
send hurtful notes. 

 
 Make an effort to be friends 

with the student being picked 
on. She can use your support! 

 Join the group and suggest 
another game. 

 
 Tell the group to stop picking 

on the student. 
 
 Tell an adult. 

 Help to clean the wall. 
 
 Tell an adult. 

 Remove the tack yourself. 
 
 Warn the student returning to 

her seat about the tack. 
 

 Get help; tell an adult 
 

 Band together with friends 
and confront the bully 
(assertively, not aggressively!) 

 Tell the student who put the 
tack on the seat to remove it. 

 
 Tell an adult. 

 Join the group and tell 
students that whoever wrote 
the graffiti isn’t playing fair, 
because they won’t take 
responsibility for what they 
wrote. 

 

 If the comments really bother 
you, tell an adult. 

 See if your teacher will let you 
leave your lunch money in a 
safe place in the classroom 
every day until you need it. 

 Tattling is telling an adult 
what another student did to 
get them into trouble. Telling 
is when a student tells an 
adult what happened because 
that student’s actions were 
unsafe 

 Walk with the student to the 
cafeteria; confront the bullies 
if they pick on her. 

 

 Approach the student and 
offer an apology. And be 
sincere. 

 
 In future, don’t make joking 

comments that could hurt 
others’ feelings. 

 Confront your friends and tell 
them not to play this trick. 

 
 Ask them how they would feel 

if someone played a trick like 
this on them. 

 

 Tell an adult that bullies are 
hassling students down by the 
gym. 

 Use assertiveness skills (e.g., 
tell the bully “No” firmly) 
 
 Tell an adult 
 

 Approach the table. Politely 
ask your friend to move the 
books so that you can sit at 
the table. 

 
 If your friend refuses, calmly 

sit at another table. 

 Keep calm and don’t try to 
retaliate by saying unkind 
things about other group in 
retaliation. 

 

 Quietly approach Jerry and 
repeat the directions to help 
him get started. 

 
 Tell kids to stop picking on 

Jerry. 

 Approach an adult and let 
him/her know that Jerry 
needs help. 
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Bullying Prevention 

 Help to clean the wall. 
 
 Tell an adult. 

 Join the group and suggest 
another game. 

 
 Tell the group to stop picking 

on the student. 
 
 Tell an adult. 

 If you know who wrote the 
note, approach them when 
you can and tell them not to 
send hurtful notes. 

 
 Make an effort to be friends 

with the student being picked 
on. She can use your support! 

 Tell your friends to stop 
saying unkind things about a 
classmate. 

 
 Refuse to participate in the 

conversation. 

 Remove the tack yourself. 
 
 Warn the student returning to 

her seat about the tack. 
 

 If the comments really bother 
you, tell an adult. 

 Join the group and tell 
students that whoever wrote 
the graffiti isn’t playing fair, 
because they won’t take 
responsibility for what they 
wrote. 

 

 Tell the student who put the 
tack on the seat to remove it. 

 
 Tell an adult. 

 Get help; tell an adult 
 

 Band together with friends 
and confront the bully 
(assertively, not aggressively!) 

 See if your teacher will let you 
leave your lunch money in a 
safe place in the classroom 
every day until you need it. 

 Take a different route to 
school until the problem is 
taken care of. 

 Tell an adult at school (e.g., 
School Resource Officer)  
 

 Tell your parent(s) 
 

 

 Tell your friends to stop 
saying unkind things about a 
classmate. 

 
 Refuse to participate in the 

conversation. 

 Invite the new student to join 
you 

 Refuse to play along. 
 
 Let the victim know that she is 

being duped. 

 Quietly approach Jerry and 
repeat the directions to help 
him get started. 

 
 Tell kids to stop picking on 

Jerry. 

 Keep calm and don’t try to 
retaliate by saying unkind 
things about other group in 
retaliation. 

 

 Approach the table. Politely 
ask your friend to move the 
books so that you can sit at 
the table. 

 
 If your friend refuses, calmly 

sit at another table. 

 Use assertiveness skills (e.g., 
tell the bully “No” firmly) 
 
 Tell an adult 
 

 Approach an adult and let 
him/her know that Jerry 
needs help. 

 

 Confront your friends and tell 
them not to play this trick. 

 
 Ask them how they would feel 

if someone played a trick like 
this on them. 

 

 Approach the student and 
offer an apology. And be 
sincere. 

 
 In future, don’t make joking 

comments that could hurt 
others’ feelings. 

 Walk with the student to the 
cafeteria; confront the bullies 
if they pick on her. 

 

 Tattling is telling an adult 
what another student did to 
get them into trouble. Telling 
is when a student tells an 
adult what happened because 
that student’s actions were 
unsafe 

 Tell an adult that bullies are 
hassling students down by the 
gym. 
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Bullying Prevention 

 Join the group and suggest 
another game. 

 
 Tell the group to stop picking 

on the student. 
 
 Tell an adult. 

 Tell your friends to stop 
saying unkind things about a 
classmate. 

 
 Refuse to participate in the 

conversation. 

 Approach an adult and let 
him/her know that Jerry 
needs help. 

 

 Quietly approach Jerry and 
repeat the directions to help 
him get started. 

 
 Tell kids to stop picking on 

Jerry. 

 Remove the tack yourself. 
 
 Warn the student returning to 

her seat about the tack. 
 

 Join the group and tell 
students that whoever wrote 
the graffiti isn’t playing fair, 
because they won’t take 
responsibility for what they 
wrote. 

 

 Get help; tell an adult 
 

 Band together with friends 
and confront the bully 
(assertively, not aggressively!) 

 Tell an adult that bullies are 
hassling students down by the 
gym. 

 Confront your friends and tell 
them not to play this trick. 

 
 Ask them how they would feel 

if someone played a trick like 
this on them. 

 See if your teacher will let you 
leave your lunch money in a 
safe place in the classroom 
every day until you need it. 

 Help to clean the wall. 
 
 Tell an adult. 

 Keep calm and don’t try to 
retaliate by saying unkind 
things about other group in 
retaliation. 

 

 If you know who wrote the 
note, approach them when 
you can and tell them not to 
send hurtful notes. 

 
 Make an effort to be friends 

with the student being picked 
on. She can use your support! 

 Use assertiveness skills (e.g., 
tell the bully “No” firmly) 
 
 Tell an adult 
 

 Refuse to play along. 
 
 Let the victim know that she is 

being duped. 

 If the comments really bother 
you, tell an adult. 

 Approach the student and 
offer an apology. And be 
sincere. 

 
 In future, don’t make joking 

comments that could hurt 
others’ feelings. 

 Tell the student who put the 
tack on the seat to remove it. 

 
 Tell an adult. 

 Tattling is telling an adult 
what another student did to 
get them into trouble. Telling 
is when a student tells an 
adult what happened because 
that student’s actions were 
unsafe 

 Walk with the student to the 
cafeteria; confront the bullies 
if they pick on her. 

 

 Take a different route to 
school until the problem is 
taken care of. 

 Approach the table. Politely 
ask your friend to move the 
books so that you can sit at 
the table. 

 
 If your friend refuses, calmly 

sit at another table. 

 Tell your friends to stop 
saying unkind things about a 
classmate. 

 
 Refuse to participate in the 

conversation. 

 Use assertiveness skills (e.g., 
tell the bully “No” firmly) 
 
 Tell an adult 
 

 Tell an adult at school (e.g., 
School Resource Officer)  
 

 Tell your parent(s) 
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Bullying Prevention 

 Take a different route to 
school until the problem is 
taken care of. 

 Approach the table. Politely 
ask your friend to move the 
books so that you can sit at 
the table. 

 
 If your friend refuses, calmly 

sit at another table. 

 Tell your friends to stop 
saying unkind things about a 
classmate. 

 
 Refuse to participate in the 

conversation. 

 Use assertiveness skills (e.g., 
tell the bully “No” firmly) 
 
 Tell an adult 
 

 Tell an adult at school (e.g., 
School Resource Officer)  
 

 Tell your parent(s) 
 

 Help to clean the wall. 
 
 Tell an adult. 

 Keep calm and don’t try to 
retaliate by saying unkind 
things about other group in 
retaliation. 

 

 If you know who wrote the 
note, approach them when 
you can and tell them not to 
send hurtful notes. 

 
 Make an effort to be friends 

with the student being picked 
on. She can use your support! 

 Use assertiveness skills (e.g., 
tell the bully “No” firmly) 
 
 Tell an adult 
 

 Refuse to play along. 
 
 Let the victim know that she is 

being duped. 

 Join the group and suggest 
another game. 

 
 Tell the group to stop picking 

on the student. 
 
 Tell an adult. 

 Tell your friends to stop 
saying unkind things about a 
classmate. 

 
 Refuse to participate in the 

conversation. 

 Approach an adult and let 
him/her know that Jerry 
needs help. 

 

 Quietly approach Jerry and 
repeat the directions to help 
him get started. 

 
 Tell kids to stop picking on 

Jerry. 

 Remove the tack yourself. 
 
 Warn the student returning to 

her seat about the tack. 
 

 If the comments really bother 
you, tell an adult. 

 Approach the student and 
offer an apology. And be 
sincere. 

 
 In future, don’t make joking 

comments that could hurt 
others’ feelings. 

 Tell the student who put the 
tack on the seat to remove it. 

 
 Tell an adult. 

 Tattling is telling an adult 
what another student did to 
get them into trouble. Telling 
is when a student tells an 
adult what happened because 
that student’s actions were 
unsafe 

 Walk with the student to the 
cafeteria; confront the bullies 
if they pick on her. 

 

 Join the group and tell 
students that whoever wrote 
the graffiti isn’t playing fair, 
because they won’t take 
responsibility for what they 
wrote. 

 Get help; tell an adult 
 

 Band together with friends 
and confront the bully 
(assertively, not aggressively!) 

 Tell an adult that bullies are 
hassling students down by the 
gym. 

 Confront your friends and tell 
them not to play this trick. 

 
 Ask them how they would feel 

if someone played a trick like 
this on them. 

 See if your teacher will let you 
leave your lunch money in a 
safe place in the classroom 
every day until you need it. 
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Flow Map - Juice Box Bully

Name_____________________________________________ Flow Map Date_____________________________________ 
 
Directions:  Write the main ideas or events from the story in sequential order from left to right.  Add 2 details to support the main idea.  Summarize the story in 
paragraph form using the information from the flow map. 

 

 

 

 

Summary:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 
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Teacher Name: Mrs. Borden & Mrs. Jones

Student Name:     ________________________________________
CATEGORY 4 3 2 1

Graphics -Clarity Graphics are all in focus and 
the content easily viewed and 
identified from 6 ft. away.

Most graphics are in focus 
and the content easily viewed 
and identified from 6 ft. 
away.

Most graphics are in focus 
and the content is easily 
viewed and identified from 4 
ft. away.

Many graphics are not clear 
or are too small.

Graphics - Originality Several of the graphics used 
on the poster reflect a 
exceptional degree of 
student creativity in their 
creation and/or display.

One or two of the graphics 
used on the poster reflect 
student creativity in their 
creation and/or display.

The graphics are made by the 
student, but are based on the 
designs or ideas of others.

No graphics made by the 
student are included.

Graphics - Relevance All graphics are related to 
the topic and make it easier 
to understand. All borrowed 
graphics have a source 
citation.

All graphics are related to 
the topic and most make it 
easier to understand. All 
borrowed graphics have a 
source citation.

All graphics relate to the 
topic. Most borrowed 
graphics have a source 
citation.

Graphics do not relate to the 
topic OR several borrowed 
graphics do not have a source 
citation.

Attractiveness The poster is exceptionally 
attractive in terms of design, 
layout, and neatness.

The poster is attractive in 
terms of design, layout and 
neatness.

The poster is acceptably 
attractive though it may be a 
bit messy.

The poster is distractingly 
messy or very poorly 
designed. It is not attractive.

Title Title can be read from 6 ft. 
away and is quite creative.

Title can be read from 6 ft. 
away and describes content 
well.

Title can be read from 4 ft. 
away and describes the 
content well.

The title is too small and/or 
does not describe the 
content of the poster well.

Use of Class Time Used time well during each 
class period. Focused on 
getting the project done. 
Never distracted others.

Used time well during each 
class period. Usually focused 
on getting the project done 
and never distracted others.

Used some of the time well 
during each class period. 
There was some focus on 
getting the project done but 
occasionally distracted 

Did not use class time to 
focus on the project OR 
often distracted others.

Making A Poster : Bully Prevention

Poster / T-Shirt Rubric
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T-Shirt 



n SUBJECTS COVERED
Science, English Language Ar ts, 

Writing

n GRADES
Third

n OBJECTIVES 
The student will
• learn the science of rainbows.
• learn how light travels and reacts 

when it hits an object, such as a 
prism. 

• read informational text and answer 
FCAT style questions.

• compare and contrast various 
reading passages focusing on 
rainbows to determine the genre, 
main idea, author’s purpose, and 
cause/effect relationships.

n SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

SC.3.P.10.3 Demonstrate that light 
travels in a straight line until it 
strikes an object or travels from one 
medium to another.

SC.3.P.10.4 Demonstrate that light 
can be reflected, refracted, and 
absorbed.                                     

LA.3.1.6.1 The student will use new 
vocabulary that is introduced and 
taught directly                     

LA.3.1.6.2 The student will listen to, 
read, and discuss familiar and 
conceptually challenging text  

LA.3.1.7.2 The student will identify the 
author’s purpose (e.g., to inform, 
entertain, or explain) in text and how 
an author’s perspective influences 
text

LA.3.1.7.1 The student will identify a text’s 
features (e.g., title, subheadings, 
captions, illustrations), use them to 
make and confirm predictions, and 
establish a purpose for reading                                            

LA.3.1.7.4 The student will identify 
cause-and-effect relationships in 
text                                        

LA.3.1.7.5 The student will identify the 
text structure an author uses (e.g., 
comparison/contrast, cause/effect, 
and sequence of events) and explain 
how it impacts meaning in text

LA .3.1.7.8 The student wi l l  use 
strategies to repair comprehension 
of grade-appropriate text when 
self-monitoring indicates confusion, 
including but not limited to rereading, 
checking context clues, predicting, 
summarizing, questioning, and 
c lar i f y ing by checking other 
sources.                    

n MATERIALS
“Rainbows” Passage from abcteach.com, 
“Rainbows” Passage from Scholastic, 
FCAT Questions Task Cards, “Rainbows” 
Passage from edHelper.com, “What is a 
Rainbow” Passage from edHelper.com 
with writing prompts, notebook paper, 
pencils, flashlight, prism  

n DIRECTIONS 
Day 1: Together as a class, read the 

passage “Rainbows” from abcteach.
com.  Teacher will stop after each 
paragraph to discuss the main idea 
of that paragraph. The students will 
then independently answer the 5 
questions that go along with the 
passage with a summary on the 
bottom. Using the FCAT Question 
Task Cards, the students will 
determine what types of questions 
are being asked and write it next to 
that question. (example: compare/
contrast, cause/effect, main idea/
detail, author’s purpose, etc..)

Day 2: Shoulder partners will read the 
passage “Rainbows” from edHelper.  
They will answer the questions that 
go along with the passage with a 
summary on the bottom.  Then the 
students will do a Venn diagram to 

“Rainbow Classroom Connections” Borden & Jones
Lesson Plan No 4: Science of Rainbows

compare and contrast the 2 rainbow 
passages that they have read.

Day 3: Teacher will do a short science 
experiment to show the students 
how to make a rainbow with a 
flashlight and a prism.  First the 
teacher will go through the scientific 
process beginning with the students 
hypothesizing what they believe 
will happen, then per form the 
experiment, record the data that was 
discovered, and then the students 
will write their own conclusion.

Day 4: Students will independently 
read the passage “Rainbows” from 
Scholastic and answer the questions 
that go along with it.  Using the 
FCAT Question Task Cards, the 
teacher will model how to write 3 
FCAT style questions using main 
idea/details, author’s purpose, and 
cause/effect.

Day 5: The teacher will do a quick review 
of rainbows and then the students 
will take a quiz that is based on the 
passages that they have read all 
week.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Rubric, Students will also be 

informally assessed on how well 
they participate during the science 
experiment

n ADDL INFORMATION 
If students finish early, they may 

read the passage “What is a Rainbow?” 
from edHelper and answer the questions 
that go along with it.  They may also write 
a story to the prompts that are with the 
passage as well.

H H H

2012 - 2013 Idea Catalog of exCellenCe
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Reading Comprehension/Science 

_________________ 
©2009 abcteach.com

RAINBOWS

Humans have always been fascinated by rainbows. In Greek mythology, 
they were said to be the path of Iris, the messenger of the gods. In Norse 
mythology, a rainbow was a Bifröst bridge, connecting the homes of the 
gods and humans. Irish leprechauns are said to hide their gold at the end 
of a rainbow. Those are magical stories, but they are not true. What is a 
rainbow, really? 

A rainbow is an arc of colored light in the sky. It is caused by sunlight 
refracting and reflecting from droplets of water, such as rain or mist, in the 
air. The colors of the reflected arc of light are always in the same order: 
red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet.  

How does sunlight create a rainbow? Light enters a drop of water. The drop 
acts as a prism, and refracts the light. This means the light is broken up 
into the individual colors, or spectrum, that are contained in the light. If the 
light enters the drop at just the right angle (about 42 degrees), the back of 
the drop acts as a mirror and reflects most of the light back out the front. 
Have you ever seen a double rainbow? They are caused when the droplets 
reflect the light twice. The colors in the spectrum of the second rainbow are 
in the opposite order from those in the first. 

Why is a rainbow arc-shaped? This is due to the angle between the sun, 
the droplet and the viewer. The viewer sees only one color of light, for 
example red, reflected from a certain droplet. Droplets a slight distance 
away are at a slightly different angle, and so the viewer sees only the 
orange light reflected, and so on through the spectrum. A rainbow is 
actually circular, which can be seen if viewed from above, such as from an 
airplane. Usually, however, half of the circle is below the horizon when 
seen from below, giving it the appearance of an arc. 

Rainbows are not only caused by raindrops. They can also be seen in mist, 
such as that created by waterfalls. You can even make them yourself, by 
spraying water into the air on a sunny day! 



Reading Comprehension/Science 

_________________ 
©2009 abcteach.com

Name _____________________________ Date __________________

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS ABOUT RAINBOWS

1. What did Norse mythology consider rainbows to be? 
a. the passenger of a messenger 
b. a bridge between gods and humans 
c. a meteorological phenomenon 
d. refracted sunlight 

2. What causes rainbows? 
a. water droplets refracting and reflecting sunlight 
b. leprechauns  
c. arcs of sunlight 
d. airplanes 

3. What is the shape of a rainbow seen from above? 
a. oval 
b. arc-shaped 
c. circular 
d. a nearly straight line 

4. How can you make a rainbow yourself? 
a. shine a light on raindrops 
b. spray water into the air on a sunny day 
c. fly an airplane over water 
d. it is impossible to make a rainbow 

5. Color the rainbow in the correct color order. 
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Answers to RAINBOWS

1 - b;  2 - a;  3 - c;  4 - b
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Name________________________________________ Skill: Reading Comprehension 

Read the story and answer the question 

Rainbows 

 Sunlight appears colorless, but it is really made up of different colors.  
Sometimes you can see these colors on the surfaces of bubbles or on oil that is 
floating on top of water.  You may also see these colors across the sky in the form of 
a rainbow.  In each case, “white” light is being separated into different colors called 
a spectrum called a spectrum.  When the sun comes out during a rain shower, you 
may see a rainbow.  This happens because light from the sun shines on the 
raindrops.  As the light enters each drop of rain, it is reflected, bent and separated 
into all of the colors of the spectrum.  All of this light reflecting off the raindrops 
forms a rainbow.  From a distance, the light appears, as a colored arc across the sky. 

 Scientists have divided the rainbow into seven bands of color, which are red, 
orange, yellow green, blue, indigo and violet.  These colors always appear in the 
same order, with red on the outside and violet on the inside of the arc. 
 

1. What is the main idea of this story? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What color does the sunlight appear as? (Circle the answer) 
a. White 
b. The color of the rainbow 
c. Colorless 

 

3. How does a rainbow form? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. How many colors are in a rainbow? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Name the colors of a rainbow in order. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Do the colors of the rainbow always appear in the same order? ___________________________ 
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REFERENCE AND RESEARCH 
 
TIPS: 
• Print concepts are clues that help you locate 

key facts, understand important information, 
and summarize the passage. 

• Authors use headings and sub-headings to 
organize main ideas and important details. 

• Photographs and illustrations help readers 
visualize unfamiliar topics. 

• Captions explain photographs and 
illustrations. 

• Bold or italicized print is used for words 
important for understanding concepts. 

• Graphics (maps, diagrams, graphs, charts) 
help readers understand key information. 

                                       
EXAMPLES OF PRINT CONCEPTS: 
heading     sub-heading photographs 
captions  bold print    italicized print 
glossary  purpose  paragraph  
summary statement  index 
table of contents                          
    
QUESTION STEMS: 
• Based on the map, ____? 
• According to the caption, ____? 
• Which caption could be used for the 

photograph on page ___? 
• Which could be another heading for the 

information on page ___? 
• From the text and illustration on page ___, 

you can tell that  … 
• How does the (illustration, graphic) support 

the story? 
• Look at the picture on page ___. Why ___? 
• What is the purpose of the ___ shown on the 

diagram? 
• Why does the author use bold print with the 

word …? 
• What is the significance of the words in italics 

on page ___? 
• All of the following facts are true EXCEPT…  
 

AUTHOR’S PURPOSE 
The author’s purpose is the reason why the text 
was written.  
 
TIPS: 
• Thinking about an author’s main reason for 

writing helps readers set a purpose for 
reading a selection. 

• Some authors write to entertain. They tell 
stories about characters and settings that are 
fun to read about. They often use sequence to 
tell story events in order. 

• Authors who write mainly to teach, explain, or 
inform give readers facts about a topic. This is 
often used in nonfiction writing. Authors may 
use main idea and details to tell the 
information. 

• Authors who write to persuade give opinions 
about their subjects. They may ask or try to 
convince readers to do or think a certain way. 
They give reasons and details to support their 
opinion. This is often found in speeches, 
advertisements, and letters to editors. 

 
QUESTION STEMS: 
• Why did the author write this story? 
• What is the author’s main purpose for writing 

this article? 
• This passage was written mainly to … 
• In the last paragraph, why did the author end 

the passage with ___? 
• What does the author mean when he/she 

writes ___? 
• What is the author’s MOST likely reason for 

___? 
• With which of the following statements would 

the author MOST likely agree? 
• In order to show readers that ___, the author 

includes ___. 
• What is the purpose of the first heading? 

(illustration, etc.) 
ANSWER STEMS: 
To explain… To show how to…  
 To describe… To teach… To reveal… 

COMPARE/CONTRAST 
Comparing contrasting tells how things are alike 
and different. 
 
TIPS: 
• Look for adjectives when comparing and 

contrasting. 
• Words with er or more compare two things. 
• Words with est or most compare more than 

two things. 
• Words such as like or as are also used to 

compare. 
• However, although, and on the other hand 

are used to contrast. 
 
SIGNAL WORDS: 
alike/like     different/difference same                   
although     as well as           both  
similar     however    
more/most on the other hand 
 
QUESTION STEMS: 
• How are ___ and ___ ALIKE? 
• How is ___ DIFFERENT from ___? 
• According to the selection, how does a ___ 

compare to a ___? 
• Why is  ___ compared to ___? 
• How does the character change from the 

beginning to the end of the story? 
• How do the character’s feelings DIFFER from 

the beginning to the end of the story? 
• What does the character do that BEST shows 

she has changed her mind?  
• Which word describes BOTH ___ and ___? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOCABULARY 
Good readers determine meanings of new words 
or short phrases by using context clues or 
knowledge of word structure and word 
relationships. 
 
TIPS:  
• Context is the meanings of other words in the 

sentence and surrounding sentences.  
• Word structure includes prefixes, suffixes, and 

root words.  
• Word relationships include synonyms, 

antonyms, and multiple meaning words. 
• Synonyms are words that have almost the 

same meaning. 
• Antonyms are words that have opposite 

meanings. 
• Multiple meaning words are words that have 

different meanings in different contexts. 
• Sometimes authors use comparisons to help 

readers visualize what they are describing. 
You may need to infer meanings of figurative 
language by using context clues. 

• Similes and metaphors are examples of 
figurative language. 

QUESTION STEMS: 
• What does the word _____ mean in this 

sentence? 
• Which word means the SAME as ___? 
• Which word means the OPPOSITE of ___? 
• Which words (pair of words) from the story 

have almost the SAME (OPPOSITE) meaning? 
• Which word has the SAME root word as ___? 
• When the author says (short phrase, 

figurative language), she/he means… 
• When the character says ___, he wants … 
• Read this sentence from the passage (story, 

article). 
• This means that … 
• In which sentence below does the word ____ 

have the same meaning as the sentence from 
the passage? 

 
 

FCAT  Stem Questions Task Card - 1
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INFERENCE 
Inferences are based on information stated in text 
as well as what is known from personal experience 
which relates to the passage being read. 
 
TIPS: 
• Making inferences means making a guess 

based on information. 
• Prior knowledge and details are needed for 

inferences. 
 
SIGNAL WORDS: 
infer guess  probably  clues 
judging  conclusion feel      think 
believe   referring  describe     
reason determine 
                        
QUESTION STEMS: 
• How do you know that ____? 
• What probably caused ____? 
• What might happen if ____? 
• Based on the selection, which conclusion can 

you draw? 
• What clues led you to believe that the 

character ____? 
• What can you infer from the picture on page 

___? 
• From the article, you can conclude which of 

the following happened? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS 
The main idea of a passage is what the passage is 
mostly about. 
 
TIPS: 
• A title tells about the main idea. 
• The supporting details in a passage tell about 

the main idea of a passage. 
• You will have to infer the main idea of a 

passage if it is not stated by the author. 
• The main idea can sometimes be found in the 

first or last sentence of a paragraph  
• Signal words for main idea are usually found 

in question stems rather than text. 
 
SIGNAL WORDS:  
mostly about most likely      main theme 
best way               best title          sums up            
another title          main   lesson         
best describe best tells                
main purpose best supported 
   
QUESTION STEMS: 
Main Idea  
• What is this passage MOSTLY about? 
• Which sentence BEST tells what the story is 

about? 
• Which could be another title for this story? 
• Which statement is best supported by the 

selection? 
• According to the author, what is paragraph 

___ mainly about? 
• What lesson does the story teach? 
Details/Facts 
• Which detail best supports the main idea of 

the text? 
• Who? What? Where? When? Why?  
• All of the following are facts from the article 

EXCEPT… 
• How? How did it happen? How do you know? 
• Which is a way to ___? 
• Which statement best describes… 
• Which statement best tells how… 

 
CAUSE/EFFECT 
A cause is why something happens or what makes 
something happen. An effect is what happens as a 
result of a cause. 
 
TIPS: 
• A cause tells why or gives a reason something 

happened. An effect tells the thing that 
happened. 

• Cause and effect events show a relationship. 
• Cause and effect can involve a problem and a 

solution. 
• Many passages contain a problem and a chain 

of effects that lead to a solution. 
• Watch for signal words. They are clues that a 

cause or effect is being stated. 
 
SIGNAL WORDS: 
because so           since    therefore 
as a result          on account of reason  
so that if  this led to if…then 
                                  
QUESTION STEMS: 
• What caused ___ to ___? 
• What effect did ____ have on ___? 
• What events caused ___? 
• What might happen if ___? 
• What was the effect of ___? 
• The character _____ because … 
• What were the results when ___? 
• What was the MAIN reason the character 

___? 
• What MOST likely caused ___? 
• Why does the character ___? 
• What happened to make ___ feel ___? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SEQUENCE 
The sequence of a passage is the order of events. 
 
TIPS: 
• Sequence tells when something happens. 
• Sequence tells who, what, when, and where. 
• Sequence can order events, character actions, 

settings, feelings, problems, etc. in a story. 
• Sequence gives directions when telling how 

something is done. 
• Watch for dates and other time order words. 
 
SEQUENCE SIGNAL WORDS: 
first  next  last          
following first thing right after 
then           in conclusion     when 
before  finally  beginning 
middle    now  after 
end  not long afterward  
                                 
                                                   
QUESTION STEMS:   
• What event from the BEGINNING, MIDDLE OR 

END of the story led you to believe …?  
• What happened just BEFORE (AFTER) ___? 
• What happened FIRST (NEXT, LAST)? 
• What happened AFTER ____ but BEFORE ___? 
• What was the LAST step in ___? 
• What was the FIRST clue that ___ was going 

to ___? 
• In the LAST paragraph, why did the author 

end the passage with…? 
 

 

 

FCAT  Stem Questions Task Card - 2
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What is a Rainbow - 1

Name Date

What Is a Rainbow?
By Erin Horner

I like stories about leprechauns. I used to look for them every time I
saw a rainbow. I would always try to figure out how I could get to the
end of a rainbow. I wanted to find their pots of gold! Unfortunately,
leprechauns aren't real, but rainbows are. What exactly is a rainbow?
When the sun is shining and rain is falling, look up! You might see a
gorgeous rainbow. Rainbows can happen, too, when rain is NOT
falling, but it has recently rained. Sunlight is a perfect blend of seven
colors. It is made up of red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and
violet. When the sun's rays pass through water droplets in the air,
something neat happens. The sunlight splits into these magnificent
colors. Then a rainbow is formed. I like stories about pretend
leprechauns. I especially like their magic pots of gold. But I love the
real "magic" that happens in nature. I especially love it each time a
rainbow appears in the sky!

What Is a Rainbow?

Questions

1. Sunlight is a perfect blend of seven colors. What are they?

2. Sometimes you can see a rainbow ______.
A. when the rain is falling and the sun is shining
B. when it is cloudy
C. in the evening
D. when you look north

3. What can you conclude after reading this passage?
A. You would not see a rainbow on a really cloudy day.
B. Leprechauns are small and wear green clothes.
C. Rainbows are very common.
D. Rainbows are magical.

4. Choose the best title.
A. Pots of Gold and Stories of Old
B. Little Leprechauns and their Magical Money
C. Rain, Rain, Go Away
D. Rainbows: Nature's Magnificent Artwork
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What is a Rainbow - 2

Name Date

Imagine that one day you followed a rainbow all the way to its end. What did you find there? Write a story
telling of your adventure.

If you could design your own rainbow, what colors would you choose? Traditional rainbows arc. What shape
would your rainbow form? Draw your new rainbow and then write about why you chose the colors and shape
that you did.
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Amazon.com A Bad Case of Stripes - David Shannon 6.99 1 $6.99

  The Juice Box Bully: Empowering Kids to Stand Up 

  For Others by Maria Dismondy $7.88 1 $7.88

  Bullies Are a Pain in the Brain (Laugh And Learn) 

  by Trevor Romain $8.95 1 $8.95

  Vol. 2 - We All Live Together by Greg & Steve 11.28 1 $11.28

  GP Copy & Print Paper, 8.5 x 11 Inches Letter Size, 

  92 Bright White, 20 Lb, 5 Reams/Carton (2500 Sheets)

   (998068C) by Georgia-Pacific 21.90 1 $21.90

  Post-it® Notes, Original Pad, 4 Inches x 6 Inches, Lined, 

  Assorted Pastel Colors, Five Pads per Pack $16.33 1 $16.33 

  Post-it Notes, Super Sticky Recycled Pad, 4” x 6”, 

  Lined, Natures Hues, 45 Sheets/Pad, Four Pads/Pack  $8.24 1 $8.24

  Sun and Rainbow Bulletin Board Set $11.89 1 $11.89

  Scotch® Shipping Easy-Grip Packaging Tape Dispenser $15.45 1 $15.45

Scholastic.com Scholastic Printables 1-year subscription  $39.99 1 $39.99

Really Good Stuff We All Fit In Puzzle Kit – Build Classroom Community 16.60 1 *   $16.60

  All About Me Tee Ready to Decorate Posters 15.40 1 *   $15.40

  Grade Specific Welcome Pencils – 3rd Grade 2.99 3 *     $8.97
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Rachel Jones
Kathleen Elementary
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$8.95

$198.82
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Rainbows  
By Sharon Fabian   

 

 
1 Scientists who are interested in light waves study rainbows. Artists learn 
all about the color spectrum from a rainbow. There is also the pot of gold 
thing that people have been trying to figure out about rainbows. 
 
2 Scientists know that a rainbow is something that happens in the Earth's 
atmosphere after a storm. A rainbow occurs when light from the sun is separated and reflected 
as it hits raindrops still in the atmosphere after a storm. Sunlight hits each raindrop and is 
reflected towards earth. At the same time the sunlight is bent, or refracted. Depending on where 
the raindrop is and where you are standing to look at it, the refracted sunlight will have different 
angles. Each different angle measurement of the light produces a different color of the rainbow. 
A full rainbow shows us light reflected at all different angles, from different parts of the sky. It 
includes the full spectrum of colors: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet. The red 
light is actually coming toward us at a 42-degree angle, the violet light at a 40-degree angle, and 
the other colors at angles in between these two. This can only happen when the sun is low in the 
sky. This is why we usually see rainbows in the early morning or late afternoon. 
 
3 Sometimes you can see a primary rainbow, which is bright and goes from red on the outer 
edge to violet on the inner edge, and also a secondary rainbow, which is not as bright and has 
the colors in reverse. A secondary rainbow is made when the colors reflect a second time. 
 
4 It doesn't always take a storm to create a rainbow. You can stand with your back to the sun and 
spray water from your garden hose to create a colorful rainbow. A glass prism will also split 
sunlight into a spectrum of colors. 
 
5 Artists are interested in the colors of the rainbow. They know that besides the seven main 
colors, a rainbow also contains all of the colors in between. Colored lights can be mixed to 
produce in-between colors just like a painter mixes paints to produce many shades. However, 
light mixes much differently from paint. If you mix lots of colors of paint, you might get a 
brownish color, but if you mix all of the colors of light, you get white. That is why sunlight, 
which is actually a combination of all of the colors, appears to be white or colorless. 
 
6 Artists might paint a rainbow in a picture as a symbol of hope or good luck. 
 
7 Now about the leprechauns. Leprechauns, the little fairy-like, dressed-in-green, invisible 
shoemakers from Ireland, supposedly liked to hide their gold at the end of rainbows. And, 
supposedly, if you can just walk to the end of a rainbow, you can find a whole pot of gold. 
 
8 So far, nobody has reached the end of a rainbow. Actually there is a law of physics that says it 
is scientifically impossible, and that a rainbow will always stay in front of you. But then the 
laws of physics were written by humans, not leprechauns. Maybe the fact that no one has found 
the pot of gold yet just means that it is still out there waiting to be found. 
 
Copyright © 2012 edHelper  
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Name _____________________________   
 

Date ___________________  

Rainbows 
 
1.  Rainbows occur only in summer 

While it is raining 
After storms 
In the evening 

 

2.  The colors of the rainbow are red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, indigo, and 

Cyan 
Chartreuse 
Violet 
Purple 

 

3.  When light is refracted it is 
White 
Reflected 
Bent 
Bright 

 

4.  This article is mainly about 
Scientists 
Leprechauns 
Rainbows 
Artists 

 

5.  Physics is 
A storm that produces rainbows 
A brand of paint 
A type of story 
A branch of science 

 

6.  Name another topic that scientists and artists 
might both be interested in. 

 
 

 
 

 

7.  How do you think the leprechaun story got 
started? 
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Start at white and slide your way up the colors of the rainbow.   

 

  

 

 

 

       

White Red Orange Yellow Green Blue Purple 

      !!! 



Name______________________________  Date____________________________________ 

Comparing and Contrasting Graphic Organizer 

Title  Title: 

 How are these two books alike?  

Differences in characters  Differences in characters 
 

Differences in setting  Differences in setting 

Differences in mood  Differences in mood 

 

Summary: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Puzzle Template


