
“The Twelve Books of Christmas”

n PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
“The Twelve Books of Christmas” 

was developed to teach a variety of 
Language Arts and Social Studies 
standards through the use of holiday 
themed books. It encompasses teacher 
directed, independent and group 
activities. There are three main themes 
with several books that go along with 
each theme.

n OVERALL VALUE 
The overall value of this program 

is that it is a highly motivating way to 
encourage students to read, write, and 
increase their language arts and social 
studies skills. They have fun while 
learning key skills in these areas.

n LESSON PLAN TITLES
• “The Night Before Christmas”

• “Santa’s Reindeer”

• “Santa and His Helpers”

For further information contact…

Joe Atchison &
Brandi Miller
 Caldwell Elementary

141 Dairy Road 
Auburndale, FL 33823 Route B

863-965-5470
 Larry.atchisonjr@polk-fl.net 

brandi.miller@polk-fl.net
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n MATERIALS 
Materials include:

1. A variety of Christmas books for 
students to read and to be read 
aloud by teacher

2. Christmas Center worksheets (3)

3. Sequencing worksheet 

4. Night Before Christmas video

5. Research worksheet

6. Wild Christmas Reindeer 
worksheet

7. Grading rubrics

n ABOUT THE DEVELOPERS 
Joe Atchison has 18 years of 

experience in teaching. He has a B.A. 
in Elementary Education from the 
University of South Florida. He achieved 
National Board Certification in 2003 
(Middle Childhood Generalist). He is 
currently teaching third grade at Caldwell 
Elementary in Auburndale.

Brandi Miller graduated with a B.S. 
in Elementary Education from Florida 
Southern College. She is currently in her 
first year teaching first grade at Caldwell 
Elementary in Auburndale. 
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“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Lesson Plan No 1: “The Night Before Christmas”

n SUBJECTS COVERED
Language Arts, Social Studies

n GRADES
First and Third

n OBJECTIVES 
4 The students will compare and contrast 

different versions of a story.

4 The students will find the narrative 
elements in a story.

4 The students will write a story based 
on another book.

n SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

LA.A.1.2.4 clarifies understanding by 
rereading, self-correction, summarizing, 
checking other sources, and class or 
group discussion

LA.A.2.2.1 reads text and determines 
the main idea or essential message, 
identifies relevant supporting details 
and facts, and arranges events in 
chronological order

LA.A.2.2.5 reads and organizes information 
for a variety of purposes, including 
making a report, conducting interviews, 
taking a test, and performing an 
authentic task

LA.A.2.2.7 recognizes the use of 
comparison and contrast in a text

LA.B.1.2.1 prepares for writing by recording 
thoughts, focusing on a central idea, 
grouping related ideas, and identifying 
the purposes for writing

LA.B.1.2.2 drafts and revises writing in 
cursive that: focuses on the topic; has a 
logical organizational pattern, including 
a beginning, middle, conclusion, and 
transitional devices

LA.B.1.2.3  produces final documents 
that have been edited for; correct 
spelling; correct use of punctuation, 
including commas in series, dates, and 
addresses, and beginning and ending 
quotation marks

LA.E.1.2.2 understands the development 
of plot and how conflicts are resolves 
in a story

LA.E.1.2.3 knows the similarities and 
differences among the characters, 
setting, and events presented in 
various texts

LA.A.1.1.2 identifies words and constructs 
meaning from text, i l lustrations, 
graphics, and charts using the 
strategies of phonics, word structure, 
and context clues

LA.A.1.1.4 increases comprehension by 
rereading, retelling, and discussion

LA.B.1.1.1 makes a plan for writing that 
includes a central idea and related 
ideas

LA.B.1.1.2 drafts and revises simple 
sentences and passages, stories, 
letters, and simple explanations 
that: express ideas clearly; show an 
awareness of topic and audience; 
have a beginning, middle, and ending; 
effectively use common words; have 
supporting detail; and are in legible 
printing)

n MATERIALS
• Six versions of The Night Before 

Christmas (including La Nochebuena 
South of the Border by James Rice, 
The Night Before the Night Before 
Christmas by Natasha Wing, different 
illustrated versions of The Night 
Before Christmas)

• Video version of The Night Before 
Christmas

• Sequence picture wheel cutout and 
house patterns 
4	Sequence Worksheet

4	9 X 12 tag board

4	Scissors

4	Glue

4	Crayons/markers

4	Brass fasteners

n DIRECTIONS 
Time: 4 Days
Day 1:
•	 Activate prior knowledge by discussing 

and completing a circle map about 
Christmas Eve.

•	 Preview books by looking at covers 
and illustrations.

•	 Read one story and have students 
complete a story map (characters, 
setting, problem, solution, events).

• Complete the sequencing picture wheel 
and have students use to retell the story. 
Have students use these wheels to create 
a flow map to sequence the story.

Day 2:
•	 Read a different version of the story, 

and compare and contrast using 
a Double Bubble Map or a Venn 
Diagram.

•	 Have students illustrate what the 
“sugarplums dancing in their heads” 
looked like. Have students match 
rhyming words.

Day 3:
•	 Read a different version of the story, 

and compare and contrast using 
a Double Bubble Map or a Venn 
Diagram.

•	 Show a video version of The Night 
Before Christmas and compare/
contrast using a Double Bubble Map 
or Venn Diagram.

•	 Have students write to explain which 
version was their favorite and why. 
Create a graph showing the favorite 
versions of each class – then compare.

Day 4:
•	 Have students write and illustrate their 

own versions of the story. 
•	 C o m p l e t e  a n d  e d i t  w r i t i n g 

assignments.
•	 Share with buddy class.
DaiLy:
•	 Read books associated with Santa 

and complete Christmas center 
worksheets.

NoTe:  These lessons are for a first 
– third grade class. The younger students 
could have the stories read to them. The 
older students could read the stories 
themselves. Students can get together to 
share writing assignments, watch the video 
and complete map comparing/contrasting, 
and buddy read the story.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 

Use the rubrics to assess the students’ 
writing assignments and maps.
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n SUBJECTS COVERED 
Language Arts, Social Studies

n GRADES
First and Third

n OBJECTIVES 
4  The students will research and 

compare/contrast different animals 
(reindeer and moose).

4 The students will sequence a story 
using a flow map.

4 The students will write a narrative 
story based on a book.

4 The students will find the narrative 
elements in a story.

n SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

LA.A.1.2.8 selects and uses a variety 
of appropriate reference materials, 
including multiple representations of 
information, such as maps, charts 
and photos, to gather information 
for research projects

LA.C.3.2.3 speaks for specific occasions, 
audiences, and purposes, including 
conversations, discussions, projects, 
and informational or imaginative 
presentations

LA.C.3.2.4 uses eye contact and gestures 
that engage the audience

LA.C.3.1.1 speaks clearly and at a 
volume audible in large- or small-
group settings

LA.C.3.1.4 uses eye contact and simple 
gestures to enhance delivery

n MATERIALS 
•	 Various Reindeer stories including 

(Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, 
The Wild Christmas Reindeer by Jan 
Brett, Olive the Other Reindeer by 
Vivian Walsh)

•	 Non-Fiction Books about Reindeer 
and Moose

•	 Candy Cane Reindeer 

4	Candy canes

4	Pipe cleaners

4	Eyes

4	Red pompoms

4	Glue
•	 Little Book Worksheet: The Wild 

Christmas Reindeer
•	 Research Worksheet 

n ADDL RESOURCES
United Streaming: Reindeer and Moose 
Images

n DIRECTIONS 
Time: 4 Days
DaiLy:
•	 Read books associated with Santa 

and complete Christmas center 
worksheets.

Day 1:
•	 Activating lesson: KWL- Reindeer, 

Moose, Santa’s Reindeer.

•	 Introduce Reindeer Research 
activity.  Find images on United 
Streaming and use Non-Fiction 
resources.  Have students complete 
research worksheet on animals 
using the information gathered 
during their investigation.  

•	 Compare/contrast reindeer and 
moose using a Double Bubble map 
or a Venn Diagram.

Day 2:
•	 Read The Wild Christmas Reindeer 

to the class. Discuss story and 
have students complete a story 
map (characters, setting, problem, 
solution, events).

“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Lesson Plan No 2: “santa’s Reindeer”

•	 Have students create a flow map to 
sequence the story.

•	 Kagan Structure: “Inside/Outside 
Circe”: Students will recall details 
from the story.

•	 Working with partner class, cut apart 
the little book version of The Wild 
Christmas Reindeer and place in 
sequence order.  Glue down pieces 
in correct sequence order or make a 
mini book. Then read with partner.

Day 3:
•	 Read Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer to the class. Discuss and 
complete a story map (characters, 
setting, problem, solution, events). 

•	 Fluency Activity: Choral read 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
song.

•	 Compare the song to the book 
using a Double Bubble Map or Venn 
Diagram.

•	 Create Candy Cane Reindeer.

Day 4:
•	 Review what we have learned about 

reindeer.

•	 Read Olive the Other Reindeer.  
Discuss Olive’s experience of being 
Santa’s reindeer for the day.

•	 Write your own story about spending 
Christmas Eve as one of Santa’s 
reindeer.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 

Use the rubrics to assess students’ 
writing, Flow Map, Story Map, and 
Double Bubble Map.
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“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Lesson Plan No 3: “santa and His Helpers”

LA.A.1.1.2 identifies words and constructs 
meaning from text, i l lustrations, 
graphics, and char ts using the 
strategies of phonics, word structure, 
and context clues

LA.A.1.1.4 increases comprehension by 
rereading, retelling, and discussion

LA.B.1.1.1 makes a plan for writing that 
includes a central idea and related 
ideas

LA.C.1.1.1 l istens for a var iety of 
informational purposes, including 
curiosity, pleasure, getting directions, 
performing tasks, solving problems, 
and following rules

LA.C.1.1.4 retells specif ic details of 
information heard, including sequence 
events

LA.E.1.1.2 identifies the story elements of 
setting, plot, character, problem, and 
solution/resolution

LA.E.2.1.2 recognizes rhymes, rhythm, 
and patterned structures in children’s 
texts

n MATERIALS 
•	 Various books associated with Santa 

and his helpers including: 
	 4	 Auntie Claus
	 4	 How Santa Got His Job
	 4	 How Santa Lost His Job
	 4	 Jolly Christmas Postman
	 4	 Santa’s Book of Names

n ADDL RESOURCES
www.northpole.com 

n DIRECTIONS 
Time: 4 Days
DaiLy:
•	 Read books associated with Santa 

and complete Christmas center 
worksheets.

Day 1:
•	 Activating strategy – KWL Chart on 

North Pole.  Have students locate the 
North Pole on the globe.

•	 Read letter from Santa asking for help 
at the North Pole. 

    Santa’s elves have all come down 
with the flu, and Christmas is 
coming soon. Santa will need 
some substitute elves to fill in while 
his regular elves recover. Write to 
explain why you would be a good 
elf for Santa.

Here’s a copy of the HELP WANTED ad 
that Santa placed:

HeLP WaNTeD:
North Pole toy factory needs 
substitute workers in all areas. 
Experience preferred, but we will 
train the right person. Positions 
needed include toy makers, 
reindeer care, reindeer trainers, 
cleaning crews, painters, sleigh 
maintenance, and others. Please 
send an essay explaining which 
position you would like, and why 
we should hire you to:

Mr. S. Claus
P.O. Box 1, North Pole 00001 

•	 Brainstorm all of the jobs associated 
with Santa and sort them by using a 
tree map. Then use another tree map 
to list qualifications for each job.

Day 2: 
•	 Have students write to explain why 

they’d be good elf workers.

Day 3:
•	 H ave  s tuden t s  sha re  w r i t i ng 

assignments with a buddy class.

Day 4:
•	 Have students go on northpole.com. 

Complete and print out elf for a day 
personalized story (in lab).

•	 Make something for buddy in partner 
class. Get together.

•	 Design a bookmark to adver tise 
favorite holiday books.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 

Use the rubrics to assess students’ 
writing, Flow Map, Story Map, and 
Double Bubble Map.
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n SUBJECTS COVERED 
Language Arts, Social Studies

n GRADES
First and Third

n OBJECTIVES 
4  The students will write to an expository 

prompt.
4 The students will find the narrative 

elements in a story.

n SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

LA.A.1.2.4 clarifies understanding by 
rereading, self-correction, summarizing, 
checking other sources, and class or 
group discussion

LA.A.2.2.1 reads text and determines 
the main idea or essential message, 
identifies relevant supporting details 
and facts, and arranges events in 
chronological order

L A . A .2 .2 .5  reads and organizes 
information for a variety of purposes, 
including making a report, conducting 
interviews, taking a test, and performing 
an authentic task

LA.A.2.2.7 recognizes the use of 
comparison and contrast in a text

LA.B.1.2.1 prepares for writing by recording 
thoughts, focusing on a central idea, 
grouping related ideas, and identifying 
the purposes for writing

LA.B.1.2.2 drafts and revises writing in 
cursive that: focuses on the topic; has a 
logical organizational pattern, including 
a beginning, middle, conclusion, and 
transitional devices

LA.B.1.2.3  produces final documents 
that have been edited for; correct 
spelling; correct use of punctuation, 
including commas in series, dates, and 
addresses, and beginning and ending 
quotation marks

LA.E.1.2.2 understands the development 
of plot and how conflicts are resolves 
in a story

LA.E.1.2.3 knows the similarities and 
differences among the characters, 
setting, and events presented in 
various texts
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“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Lesson Plans Materials Budget

Michael’s Craft 12” x 18” Foam Craft Sheet: Red .79 2 .11 1.69

  12” x 18” Foam Craft Sheet: White .79 2 .11 1.69

  12” x 18” Foam Craft Sheet: Light Green .79 2 .11 1.69

  12” x 18” Foam Craft Sheet: Dark Green .79 2 .11 1.69

  Christmas Cool Foam Shape Tub 7.99 1 .56 8.55

Borders  Olive the Other Reindeer by Vivan Walsh & J. Otto Siebold 5.99 1 .42 6.41

  Night Before Christmas illustrated by Maggie Downer 5.99 1 .42 6.41

  Santa’s Workshop illustrated by Jan Lewis 4.99 1 .35 5.34

  The Night Before Christmas by Ruth Sanderson 4.99 1 .35 5.34

  The Toys Night Before Christmas illustrated by Susanna Rochi 7.99 1 .56 8.55

  The Story of Hanukkah by Bobbi Katz 3.25 1 .23 3.48

Books A Million Mouse Before Christmas by Michael Garland 2.99 1 .21 3.20

  Florida’s Night Before Christmas by E.J. Sullivan & Ernie Eldredge 12.99 1 .91 13.90

  Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg 25.00 1 1.75 26.75

Scholastic  Jan Brett Christmas Book/CD Pack 12 Days of Christmas, The Wild Christmas Reindeer 27.95 1  27.95

   4.95 1  4.95

  Santa’s Stuck by Rhonda Gowler Greene & Henry Cole 1.95 1  1.95

  There was an Old Lady Who Swallowed Some Snow by Lucille Colandro 1.95 1  1.95

  Christmas Blizzard by Helen Ketteman & James Warhola .95 1  .95

  The Biggest Snowman Ever by Steven Kroll & Jeni Bassett .95 1  .95

Polk Cty School Whse Manila Tagboard 3.83 1  3.83

  Brass Fasteners .86 1  .86

JoAnn’s Fabric Goggly Eyes .99 2 .14 2.12

  Red PomPoms .99 2 .07 1.06

  Candy Canes .88 4 .25 3.77

Barnes & Noble Santa’s Favorite Story 4.99 1 .35 5.34

  Auntie Claus 8.00 1 .56 8.56

  The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree by Gloria Houston 8.49 1 .59 8.98

Renaissance Learning Christmas AR quizzes 2.92 11  32.12

Joe Atchison
Brandi Miller
Caldwell Elementary

200.03

See above

$200.03
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Winter Friends Value Pack: Frosty’s New Friends by Richard Cowdrey & Rudolph Shines 
Again by Robert May & Lisa Papp



FiRsT GRaDe WRiTiNG RuBRiC

2008 - 2009 Idea CaTalog of exCellenCe

“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Rubric

First Grade Write From the Beginning



THiRD GRaDe WRiTiNG RuBRiC - exPosiToRy
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“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Rubric

 
                                                                      1 point                            ½ point                     0 points
1st Paragraph (introduction)
Introductory sentence (grabber)                    _____                             _____                         _____

Mention prompt                                            _____                             _____                         _____

2 main ideas/reasons                                     _____                             _____                         _____

2nd Paragraph
Transition word                                             _____                             _____                        _____
 
Main idea                                                      _____                             _____                        _____

1st detail                                                         _____                             _____                        _____

Elaboration about 1st detail                           _____                             _____                        _____      

2nd detail                                                        _____                             _____                        _____

Elaboration about 2nd detail                           _____                             _____                        _____

3rd Paragraph
Transition word                                             _____                             _____                        _____

Main idea                                                      _____                             _____                         _____

1st detail                                                         _____                             _____                        _____

Elaboration about 1st detail                           _____                              _____                        _____      

2nd detail                                                        _____                              _____                        _____

Elaboration about 2nd detail                           _____                             _____                        _____

4th Paragraph
Mention prompt                                            _____                             _____                         _____

Restate main ideas                                        _____                             _____                         _____

Good conclusion sentence                            _____                             _____                         _____  

Conventions, etc.
Graphic organizer                                         _____                             _____                         _____

Indenting                                                       _____                             _____                        _____

Word choice                                                  _____                             _____                        _____

Spelling                                                         _____                             _____                        _____

Punctuation                                                   _____                             _____                        _____

Capitals                                                         _____                             _____                        _____

Sentence flow                                                _____                            _____                         _____

Totals                                                             _____                            _____                         _____

Score:   _____________ out of 25              Percentage/grade:_____________________

Key:

6 – A – 100 

5 – A – 90-99

4 – B – 80-89 

3 – C – 70-79 

2 – D – 60-69

1 – U – 0-59 

Unscorable – paper is off topic, 

illegible, copied, or blank



THiRD GRaDe WRiTiNG RuBRiC - NaRRaTive
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“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Rubric

                                                                      1 point                            ½ point                     0 points
1st Paragraph (introduction)
Introductory sentence (grabber)                    _____                             _____                       _____

Mention prompt                                             _____                             _____                       _____

2nd Paragraph
Transition word                                              _____                             _____                       _____

1st detail                                                        _____                             _____                       _____

Elaboration about 1st detail                           _____                             _____                       _____      

2nd detail                                                       _____                             _____                       _____

Elaboration about 2nd detail                         _____                              _____                       _____

3rd Paragraph
Transition word                                              _____                             _____                       _____

1st detail                                                        _____                             _____                       _____

Elaboration about 1st detail                           _____                             _____                       _____      

2nd detail                                                       _____                             _____                       _____

Elaboration about 2nd detail                          _____                            _____                       _____

4th Paragraph
Transition word                                              _____                             _____                       _____

1st detail                                                        _____                             _____                       _____

Elaboration about 1st detail                           _____                             _____                       _____      

2nd detail                                                       _____                             _____                       _____

Elaboration about 2nd detail                          _____                             _____                       _____

5th Paragraph
Mention prompt                                             _____                              _____                      _____

Good conclusion sentence                            _____                             _____                       _____  

Conventions, etc.
Graphic organizer                                          _____                             _____                       _____

Word choice                                                  _____                             _____                       _____

Spelling                                                         _____                             _____                       _____

Punctuation                                                   _____                             _____                       _____

Capitals                                                         _____                             _____                       _____

Sentence flow                                                _____                             _____                       _____

Totals                                                             _____                             _____                       _____

Score:   _____________ out of 25              Percentage/grade:_____________________

Key:

6 – A – 100 

5 – A – 90-99

4 – B – 80-89 

3 – C – 70-79 

2 – D – 60-69

1 – U – 0-59 

Unscorable – paper is off topic, 

illegible, copied, or blank



THiNkiNG maPs RuBRiC
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“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Rubric

Circle Map:

Map correctly drawn and filled out ___________________(25 points possible)

10 + ideas in circle                           ___________________(25 points possible)

Important information included      ____________________(50 points possible)

Total                                                ____________________(100 points possible)

Bubble Map:

Map correctly drawn and filled out ___________________(25 points possible)

10 adjectives around topic               ___________________(50 points possible)

Important information included      ____________________(25 points possible)

Total                                                ____________________(100 points possible)

Double Bubble Map:

Map correctly drawn and filled out ___________________(25 points possible)

5 bubbles for each part                     ___________________(25 points possible)

Important information included      ____________________(50 points possible)

Total                                                ____________________(100 points possible)

Tree Map:

Map correctly drawn and filled out             ___________________(25 points possible)

At least 2 reasons/categories with details    ___________________(25 points possible)

Important information included                  ____________________(50 points possible)

Total                                                             ____________________(100 points possible)

Flow Map:

Map correctly drawn and filled out             ___________________(25 points possible)

4-6 boxes with main idea and details           ___________________(25 points possible)

Important information included                   ____________________(50 points possible)

Total                                                             ____________________(100 points possible) 



CHRisTmas Book RePoRT #1

2008 - 2009 Idea CaTalog of exCellenCe

“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Additional Information

Christmas Book Report       Name___________________

Title of book:___________________________________________

Author:_______________________________________________

Characters:____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Setting:_______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Problem:______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Solution:______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

On the back list 4 events from the story.

Then make a Christmas card with a scene from the story on the front. 
Don’t forget to put a message inside.

                                  



CHRisTmas CHaRaCTeR maP #2
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“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Additional Information



CHRisTmas sToRy TRee #3
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“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Additional Information



FaCT GaTHeRiNG sHeeT
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“The Twelve Books of Christmas” Atchison & Miller
Additional Information
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