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2021 - 2022 Polk Education Foundation 
Total Expenditures: 2.02 Million

Mission Statement
The Polk Education Foundation promotes student success by
mobilizing community resources to benefit student learning.

2021-22 Polk Education Foundation
Scholarships 37
Americorps 26
Recognition / Programming 20
Teacher Grants 9
Take Stock in Children 6
Administration 2
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37% ... Scholarships

26% ... AmeriCorps Polk Reads

20% ... Employee Recognition / 
 Free Teacher Market

9% ..... Teacher / School Grants

6% ..... Take Stock in Children

2% ..... Administration Costs
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Supporting 
College Bound Students
The Polk Education Foundation was started in 1988 as a vehicle 
to administer scholarships for students graduating from our public 
high schools.  Although we have grown and added several other 
programs, scholarships through our annual scholarship program 
and our Take Stock in Children program combined, continue to 
be the largest program the PEF administers.  

Almost	$857,000	was	awarded	to	2022	graduates	from	Polk	
County public high schools thanks to generous donors in 
our community! 44



Florida Polytechnic University Tour
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Ending the Cycle of 
Poverty through Education
Take Stock in Children (TSIC) is a statewide mentoring program 
that awards 2-year or 4-year tuition scholarships to deserving, 
at-risk Polk County students.  TSIC has been operating in Polk 
County since 1995 and has awarded 659 scholarships to 
students to date.  

To learn more about how to become a volunteer mentor 
or scholarship/workshop sponsor, contact Polk Education 
Foundation today!
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Getting Things Done

AmeriCorps Polk Reads 2021-2022 program year began the middle of August and ran through June 1st.  
38	members	started	the	year	with	2	weeks	of	trainings	that	included	team	building,	CPR,	First	Aid,	
and curriculum training.

After	training,	members	were	provided	a	classroom	or	portable	and	were	placed	into	teams	of	3-4	at	ten	
different	elememtary	schools.		Members	were	given	a	roster	of	students	kindergarten	–	3rd	grade.	
Each	student	received	one-on-one	reading	tutoring	three	times	a	week	in	30-minute	sessions.
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Highlights
•	 87%	of	the	kindergarten	–	

3rd	grade	students	served	
met goal

•	 33,657	hours	of	tutoring	
services

•	 $1,008,027	=	value	of	free	
tutoring services provided    
to students

“I am writing this on behalf of my experience with AmeriCorps this past school year. In my second-grade class, 
I had one student who was pulled out with Mr. Marquis for independent intervention on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
This student is very shy. Her academic scores are a medium/low compared with her class. She was on Tier 2 level for 
reading with a concentration on fluency. 

The student’s experience has had a positive effect on her verbal language and her confidence in reading. I would 
get weekly progress reports from AmeriCorps letting me know the different skills that she was mastering and ones that 
caused some difficulty. She was not hindered by being pulled out of whole group instruction and was able to catch 
up on assignments when she returned. This individualized instruction had a positive outcome due to AmeriCorps 
meeting her needs.”

Mrs. Gatlin, Second Grade Teacher at Lena Vista 

Collectively,	over	460	kindergarten	–	3rd	grade	students	behind	in	reading	
were supported.  The program year was split into six blocks where 
students received reading tutoring for 4-5 weeks followed by a week of 
assessments.  Students who remained in the program for the entire school 
year, completed six assessments.

Members continued to grow throughout the school year as they came 
together attending Corps meetings, receiving both personal and 
professional development, learning new skills to engage students.
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Inspiring Greatness

Whether it be enabling students to learn, putting band aids on scrapes, serving delicious meals, sanitizing 
buildings,	or	providing	encouragement,	our	teachers	and	support	staff	define	what	it	means	to	inspire.		

Honorees have inspired so many by the way each handled challenges thrown their way during the pandemic. 
They inspired us with their aptitude to be better so our public education system can do better.  

The annual Inspire Awards celebrated teachers and support staff for that dedication and perseverance. 
The Teacher and School-Related Employee of the Year, Principal and Assistant Principal of the Year, 
as well as, Hall of Fame inductees were recognized. 12



Highlights
•	 Since the inception of our 

district’s annual recognition 
of educators, Ashley Brannon 
becomes	the	first	Teacher	of	
the Year from special needs 
school that serves students with 
significant	cognitive	disabilities

•	 Over	240	educators	and	
support staff were honored with 
nominations from their school

15 ~ Platinum Event Sponsors ~

“Representing the teachers of Polk County as Teacher of the Year has 
been one of the most incredible experiences of my life. The dedication 

our teachers show by ensuring every student has the exceptional 
educational experience they deserve continues to inspire me daily. 

I cannot thank you enough for allowing me to highlight our remarkable 
educators and the accomplishments they achieve.”

from our Teacher of the Year / Ashley Brannon

The Polk Education Foundation obtains sponsorship funding for this event. Each public school 
nominates one teacher and one employee following guidelines set by the Florida Department of 
Education’s TOY and SREOY programs. 

For	the	past	two	years,	the	finalists	have	been	announced	in	advance	of	the	event	through	
prize patrols leading up to the ceremony.  Thanks to one of our sponsors, Lakeland Automall, 
a vehicle was awarded to the Teacher of the Year winner.  Additionally, cash prizes from 
MIDFLORIDA Credit Union were also presented.
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Polk Education Foundation offers a variety of grants that address 
educational needs. Most grants awarded provided funding for 
materials needed to enhance lessons for students. In other cases, 
teachers	benefited	from	quality	professional	development	and	
material kits to take new knowledge back to their classrooms.  
Improving student engagement to grow students academically! 

Expanding Learning
  Opportunities

Launch 
day

16Suncoast Credit Union  •  Wells Fargo  •  STEAMing Up Polk  •  Duke Energy  •  ATT



Highlights
•	 52	grants	awarded	totaling	

$131,400
•	 5,549	students	were	impacted	

by grant funding
•	 210	teachers	utilized	grant	

funding
•	 73%	of	students	improved	their	

grade in an academic subject
•	 82%	of	students	improved	their	

grade from the pre to the 
 post test
•	 95%	of	students	showed	an	

increased interest in STEM 
education   

Ms. Brewer shared , “Having weather tools available was such a fun experience for 
students. It caused them to be more curious about the weather in our area and how the 
tools would display those changes. For example, one evening we had a cold front come 
through. The temperature dropped and with it so did the barometric pressure. Students 

came in so excited for the day to see if the Gilileo Thermometer and Barometer had 
changed since there was such a significant change in the weather over night. Students 

were so intrigued in the weather and reading tools”.
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Supplying Tools 
   for School
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The	Free	Teacher	Market	(FTM)	is	a	store	filled	with	school	
supplies where teachers can shop for FREE! Not only do 
teachers pick up supplies for students, but they also pick up 
materials for their classrooms all without spending any of their 
hard earned money.  When students have the tools they need 
for school, they can focus on learning!  Business partners and 
individuals keep the FTM stocked all year.



Highlights
•	 45,477	students	benefited	

from supplies through the 
Free Teacher Market

•	 1,903	educators	shopped,	a	
5%	increase	over	last	year

•	 19	volunteers	worked	436	
hours 

•	 671	new	teachers	shopped	in	
the	market,	a	45%	increase	
over last year

•	 Thanks	to	Publix	associates	
and	customers,	703	Publix	
$20 gift cards were given out 
as additional support

“In my classroom, I have a ‘Student Station’ that is stocked with pencils, paper, 
tissues, hand sanitizer and more.  Instead of students taking time and disrupting 

the class by asking other students for materials, they can simply stop by the station 
and get what they need.  The class runs more smoothly, learning can begin more 

quickly, and the students don’t need to be embarrassed asking for things.   
 The generous assistance you give helps all the students - and the teachers as well.  

It also saves us time and the expense of going out to purchase many of these supplies 
ourselves.  Thank you so very much for your thoughtfulness and contributions.  

It makes a difference!”
Ms. McKellip 
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Stepping Out for Education, founded in 2010 and based on ‘Dancing with the Stars’, is the 
Polk Education Foundation’s premier event!  

Each	year	the	PEF	asks	five	celebrity	couples	to	put	on	their	dancing	shoes	for	us.		Dedicated	to	
education in Polk County, they accepted the challenge to perform and produce a dance spectacular 
in 2021.  Garnering support through community connections, each team competed for the People’s 
Choice	Award,	every	dollar	donated	in	their	name	equaled	one	vote.		Directly	after	the	dance	
competition attendees vote for Audience Favorite.

Our community always 
Steps Up for Education

(left to right)  Dance Instructors: Gene Kallenborn, Debbie Kallenborn
Dancers: Adele Camarillo, Tony Camarillo, Anthony Gordon, Nakeysha Gordon, Danica Dockery, 

Brian Dockery, Kate Wallace, Jonathan Sieg, Jennifer Adams MacDougall, Tim MacDougall
24 25



 

~ 2021 Celebrity Couple Dancers and their Dances ~
Anthony & Nickeysha Gordon danced slow foxtrot.   Awarded First Place by judges.

Tim & Jennifer Adams MacDougall danced Quick Step, Triple Swing, Peabody, Pasa Doble, 4 
Count Swing Medley.  Awarded Second Place by judges, People’s Choice Award, Audience Favorite

Tony & Adele Camarillo danced Rumba, Argentine Tango and Bachata.  
Awarded Third Place by judges.

Brian & Danica Dockery danced Merengue & Samba.
Jonathan Sieg & Kate Wallace danced Country Two-Step & Salsa.

~ Through their unwavering efforts over $68,000 was raised to support PEF Programs ~
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First Place Teams 
left to right, Back Row: PCSB Member Lisa Miller, Team Farnworth PCSB Superintendent Fred Heid.  

Front Row: Citizens Bank & Trust Team29

Giving every student a shot at success, the inaugural Clays for Classrooms was held at the Golotko Ranch 
and hosted by Pete Golotko.  Title sponsor was CPS Investment Advisors and event sponsor was Southern 
Homes.		This	nighttime	clay	shoot	was	attended	by	27	four	person	teams	for	the	flurry,	creating	a	memorable	
experience for all involved.  

There	were	raffle	items,	as	well	as,	chili	cooked	and	served	by	Polk	County	Fire	and	Rescue.		Participants	were	
invited to bring family and friends to watch them compete.  Children were delighted with outdoor games well 
away	from	the	range.		The	evening	culminated	with	a	fireworks	show	that	captivated	all!

Pete Golotko presented the Polk Education Foundation with a check for $10,000 from 
CPS Cares and that, along with sponsorships and team entries, helped us raise almost 
$35,000	to	support	classroom	grants	and	our	Free	Teacher	Market.		

Clays for Classrooms
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The Teacher To Teacher Connection program supports kindergarten 
through eighth grade educators across Polk and Hardee counties.  
This valuable program provides an avenue for teachers to network 
and discuss best practices in the classroom.  

The annual Idea Expo showcases best practices inviting teachers to 
visit and pick up ideas.  Funding is available following the Idea Expo 
for visiting teachers to replicate a best practice in their classroom. 

Students are the winners!

Support Teachers . . . 
  Engaging Students
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“This is my first year applying for the Teacher to Teacher Grant. I cannot believe 
how amazing and supported I feel with all the materials I was able to purchase to 

make my lessons spectacular! The room transformations, thanks to our grant money, 
have given my students memories that will hopefully last a lifetime. I know that 

these transformations have made an impact on student learning and has given them 
confidence in how they approach challenges. Teaching is tough, but I know at the end of 

the day, I am helping students love coming to school each day and love learning. 
Thank you PEF for making these room transformations possible.” 

Sarah Berzins

Highlights
•	 38	grants	awarded	in	the	

amount of $26,400
•	 6,163	participating	students
•	 726	participating	students	

identified	as	low	performing
•	 78%	of	low	performing	

students improved reading 
grade

•	 74%	of	low	performing	students	
improved math grade

•	 93%	students	improved	
reading grade

•	 99%	students	improved	their	
STEM grade
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For the second year, the Polk Education Foundation partnered with the 
Teacher Recruitment and Engagement Department to provide gifts for 
teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week.  Teachers could self-nominate, 
or, nominate others who are doing great things in Polk County classrooms.  
Everyday during the week, drawings were held during a Facebook Live 
presentation to award gifts to least 65 lucky winners each day!  

Thank	you	to	all	the	donors	from	our	community	who	made	over	325	gift	
presentations possible!

Our Community Showered
  Teachers with Gifts!
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1530 Shumate Drive
Bartow, FL 33830

HELP!!
We need mentors for the 

high school students in our 
Take Stock in Children program!  

Please call  
863-534-0519


