
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
Contact: 
Name: Susan Copeland 
Polk Education Foundation 
Phone: 863-534-0434 
Fax: 863-519-3791 
Email address: susana.copeland@polk-fl.net 
 
Re: Duke Energy Foundation awards $50,000 to Polk Education Foundation  
 
   

 Polk Education Foundation (PEF) has received foundation funding since 2008-2009. PEF 
received a generous $50,000 from Duke Energy for the 2018-2019 school year.  Funds will be 
used to offer STEM mini-grants to 32 Polk County elementary, middle and high schools served 
by Duke Energy to strengthen science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) initiatives. 
Student’s success with STEM content lays the foundation for their interest in future scientific 
studies and subsequent STEM careers.  
 
Both public and charter Polk County schools within the DUKE Energy service area have the 
opportunity to apply for competitive mini-grants that have a strong STEM focus. Schools may 
choose funds to purchase materials to implement a new STEM program or enhance an 
existing one, in order to increase student achievement and interest in pursuing a STEM 
career.  Schools may also choose to expand knowledge of STEM curriculum and teaching 
methods through related professional development (PD).  
 

Students participating in "Sounds Like Science: Music You Can Feel" studied the physics of 
sound through new technology at Horizons Elementary.  The students looked at a model ear to 
discover how our brains interpret vibrations into sound.  We learned how to protect our 
hearing from loud volumes based on the amplitude of the sound, and identified the difference 
between amplitude and frequency.  Discovering how those who are hard of hearing can feel 
music was exciting when using the vibrating Subpac technology.  Experimenting with vibrating 
speakers turned our students into musical scientists as they made different objects around the 
classroom vibrate to amplify volume, determining what types of objects make the best 
speakers.  The fourth grade students' knowledge of sound physics grew as evidenced by 
improvement on a survey testing their understanding before versus after the project. 
 
After receiving funding for this project last year, the two music teachers communicated with 
other music educators across Polk who this STEM unit could be duplicated in other schools. This 
STEM unit benefited all students included those with substantial hearing loss.  
 

Why STEM education? In the report STEM Education: Preparing Students for a Growing Field, 
Connections Learning reports “By 2018, 1 in 20 global jobs will be STEM-related—an estimated 2.8 
million jobs in total.” Teachers, with the support of DUKE Energy funding, have the amazing 
opportunity to educate and expose students to STEM content and career choices, helping students 
understand the value of a STEM education.  DUKE grants help fund the much needed STEM 
experiences for students. 

 
In a press release, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos stated, “Today’s and tomorrow’s 
economy requires engaged students, boys and girls, are prepared for STEM career. …We want 
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to encourage as many children as possible to explore STEM fields in the hope that many 
develop a passion these fields.” 
 
About Duke Energy  
Duke Energy Florida, a subsidiary of Duke Energy (NYSE: DUK), provides electricity and related services 
to approximately 1.7 million customers in Florida. The company is headquartered in St. Petersburg, 
Fla., and serves a territory encompassing more than 20,000 square miles including the cities of St. 
Petersburg and Clearwater, as well as the Central Florida area surrounding Orlando. Duke Energy 
Florida is pursuing a balanced approach to meeting the future energy needs of the region. That 
balance includes increased energy-efficiency programs, investments in renewable energy technologies 
and a state-of-the-art electricity system.   
 
Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 250 company traded on the New York 
Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available at: 
www.duke-energy.com . 

 

 
Links:  
http://www.connectionslearning.com/Libraries/PDFs/STEM_Primer_PreparingStudents.pdf 
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-accepts-president-trumps-q2-
salary-donation-stem-focused-camp  
 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 
The Polk Education Foundation is a direct support 501 (C) (3) organization for the Polk County 
School Board, and raises funds to support school programs for which tax generated dollars 
may not be used.  For more information about the Foundation, please visit our website at 
www.polkeducationfoundation.org . 
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