
“Reading Pays”

n PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
This program was used in a 5th 

grade classroom with students that 
ranged from having reading disabilities 
and low performing students to on 
grade level students. The purpose of 
the program is to increase student 
engagement in independent reading 
through the use of technology, social 
media, and a reward system that 
teaches accountability. 

Students will use their Biblionasium   
https://www.biblionasium.com/ account 
to find books to read, review books that 
they complete, and test on books through 
the Accelerated Reader program to 
check comprehension. Once students 
have finished their assigned task, they 
will be rewarded with a paycheck (based 
on performance for their A.R. quiz) on 
the fiction chapter book which would 
be redeemable at the classroom store, 
which is called Cat-Mart. 

For example, Student A completes 
a review on their Biblionasium account 
and posts the review so that it is visible 
to other students. After that, Student A 
will then test on the book through the 
Accelerated Reader program. If the book 
was worth 5.0, and they scored 80%, 
earning 4.0 points, they would receive 
a “check” for $4. That check would 
be redeemable for prizes at Cat-Mart. 
They can spend their money on smaller 
prizes, such as snacks or mechanical 
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pencils, or save their earnings for more 
expensive prizes, such as an iTunes 
gift card. Students are responsible for 
keeping track of their paychecks and 
ledger, which will be signed off on by 
the teacher.

n OVERALL VALUE 
This program focuses on using 

social media as a way to increase 
student engagement in reading by 
finding new books to read and sharing 
recommendations of their favorite 
books with peers in their classroom. It 
includes a reward system for students to 
earn small prizes to motivate reluctant 
readers, and larger prizes for students 
who are more active readers. 

n LESSON PLAN TITLES
• Introduction to Biblionasium
• Biblionasium Book Review
 • Book Presentation

n MATERIALS 
See individual lesson plans.

n ABOUT THE DEVELOPER
Monica Block is a fifth grade reading 

teacher at Zolfo Springs Elementary. 
She has been teaching for twenty-one 
years.
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“Reading Pays” Monica Block
Lesson Plan No 1: Introduction to Biblionasium

n SUBJECTS COVERED
Language Arts, Technology

n GRADE
Fifth

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will… 

… observe as the Biblionasium 
website is introduced to them 
and modeled by the teacher. 

… learn how to log into their 
accounts, add books to their 
digital bookshelf, f ind book 
reviews from other students, 
and create / post their own book 
reviews for completed chapter 
books.

n STANDARDS 
 FLORIDA STANDARDS
Language Arts and Math
L A .5.L AFS.5.L .1.1 Demonst rate 

command of the conventions of 
standard English, grammar, and 
usage when writing or speaking.

LA.5.LAFS.5.L .1.2 Demonstrate 
command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when 
writing.

LA.5.LAFS.5.L.3.6 Acquire and use 
accurately general academic and 
domain specific words and phrases 
as found in grade level appropriate 
texts, including those that signal 
contrast, addition, and other logical 
relationships.   

LA.5.LAFS.5RL.2.5 Explain how a 
series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fit together to provide the 
overall structure of a particular story, 
drama, or poem.

n MATERIALS
Teacher will need

• A projector and laptop
• Access to internet
• Biblionasium website and 

teacher account
• Practice student account created 

(or a real student account that 
can be logged in to) for modeling

• Sticky notes or piece of paper for 
exit ticket

n VOCABULARY
• Biblionasium 
• Social Media
• Book Review
• Digital Bookshelf
• Username
• Password

n DIRECTIONS 
Teac he r  w i l l  i n t r o duc e  t he 

Biblionasium website to students using 
a practice student account, showing 
them how to log in to the website, how to 
add books to their bookshelf, and how to 
post a review once they have completed 
reading a chapter book. The teacher 
will also demonstrate how to find other 
books that have been read by students 
in their class and read their reviews.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Students will demonstrate that they 

can log in to their accounts and add a 
book to their book shelf.
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“Reading Pays” Monica Block
Lesson Plan No 2: Biblionasium Book Review and AR Test
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
Language Arts, Technology

n GRADE
Fifth

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will… 

… finish reading a chapter book 
of their choice independently, 
complete a comprehension test 
(accelerated reader or other 
program) with a passing score of 
80% or higher, and  complete a 
book review on their Biblionasium 
account. 

n STANDARDS 
 FLORIDA STANDARDS
Language Arts and Math
L A .5.L AFS.5.L .1.1 Demonst rate 

command of the conventions of 
standard English, grammar, and 
usage when writing or speaking.

LA.5.LAFS.5.L .1.2 Demonstrate 
command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when 
writing.

LA.5.LAFS.5.L.3.6 Acquire and use 
accurately general academic and 
domain specific words and phrases 
as found in grade level appropriate 
texts, including those that signal 
contrast, addition, and other logical 
relationships.   

LA.5.LAFS.5RL.2.5 Explain how a 
series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fit together to provide the 
overall structure of a particular story, 
drama, or poem.

n MATERIALS
• Student account to Biblionasium
• Login information for their account 

(username and password)
• Student computer or device with 

internet connection
• Connection to the internet
• Book of student’s choice
• Check ledger

n VOCABULARY
• Book Review
• Username
• Password
• Biblionasium
• School Store
• Paycheck

n DIRECTIONS 
Once a student has finished reading 

a fiction chapter book, they will log on to 
their Biblionasium account and add their 
book to their bookshelf when finished 
and complete a full review for their book. 
They will also need to log in to A.R. to 
test on the completed book.

The score they receive for the book 
is the amount of money they will receive 
in their paycheck on a set date by the 
teacher.  Students will be responsible for 
holding onto their checks and keeping 
track of how much money they have 
spent in their ledger, which will be signed 
off on by the teacher once money is 
spent.

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Students will submit their review and 

take a test on A.R. (or another reading 
program) in order to receive a paycheck. 
Their paycheck depends on the score 
that they received on their A.R. test. This 
paycheck will be redeemable at the store 
(CatMart) and distributed by the teacher 
(either every Friday, every two weeks, 
or however often the teacher sees fit.)
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“Reading Pays” Monica Block
Lesson Plan No 3: Book Presentation
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n SUBJECTS COVERED
Language Arts

n GRADE
Fifth

n OBJECTIVES 
Students will… 

… complete a book presentation 
based off of one of the books 
that they have tested on in 
A.R. and that they have written 
a review for in Biblionasium. 
The book presentation can 
be a PowerPoint, poster, oral 
presentation, or a book in a box/ 
bag.

n STANDARDS 
 FLORIDA STANDARDS
Language Arts and Math
L A .5.L AFS.5.L .1.1 Demonst rate 

command of the conventions of 
standard English, grammar, and 
usage when writing or speaking.

LA.5.LAFS.5.L .1.2 Demonstrate 
command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when 
writing

LA.5.LAFS.5.L.3.6 Acquire and use 
accurately general academic and 
domain specific words and phrases 
as found in grade level appropriate 
texts, including those that signal 
contrast, addition, and other logical 
relationships   

LA.5.LAFS.5RL.2.5 Explain how a 
series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fit together to provide the 
overall structure of a particular story, 
drama, or poem.

LA.5.LAFS.5.SL.2.4 Repor t on a 
topic or text or present an opinion, 
sequencing ideas logically and 
using appropriate facts and relevant 
descriptive details to support main 
ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace  

LA.5.LAFS.5.SL.2.5 Include multimedia 
components and visual displays in 
presentations when appropriate to 
enhance the development of the 
main ideas or themes.

n MATERIALS
• Computer
• PowerPoint or Google Slides
• Poster board
• Markers
• Box / bag with objects that are 

relevant to the story

n VOCABULARY
• Book Report
• PowerPoint (or Google Slides)
• Book in a box / bag
• Oral presentation

n DIRECTIONS 
Students will complete a presentation 

for one of the books that they have 
created a review for on Biblionasium 
and tested on in A.R. during the nine 
weeks period. 

Digital Slideshow: Complete a 
slideshow presentation using either 
PowerPoint or Google Slides to create 
a movie trailer for the book. Who would 
you cast for the main characters, 
what does the setting look like, what 
was the main conflict in the book that 
would make for an interesting movie, 
why should people watch the movie 
adaptation of the book?

Poster Board: Students will need 
to show insight into the characters’ 
motives, thoughts and feelings, give 
details about the setting, demonstrate a 
high level of understanding of theme and 
purpose, need to tell the plot or conflict 
and how it was resolved.

Book in a Box / Bag: students will 
decorate the box/ bag using important 
themes or scenes from the book. They 
will include five items or drawing that are 
important to the book and explain the 
importance of those items to the story. 

n EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 
Completed book report.
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Materials Budget
 SUPPLIER ITEM # AND DESCRIPTION COST QUANTITY TOTAL COST
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Teacher _________________________________________

School __________________________________________

________________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Subtotal

Tax if applicable

Shipping if applicable

TOTAL
BUDGET
AMOUNT

“Reading Pays” Monica Block
Lesson Plans Materials Budget
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Monica Block

Zolfo Springs Elementery School

Office Depot iTunes Card 25.00 2 50.00
Amazon  Amazon Kindle Fire 49.99 1 49.99
  Mechanical Pencils in bulk 24.00 1 24.00
  Decorative Journals 1.99 13 19.99
  Lisa Frank Coloring Books 5.00 5 25.00
  Big Joe Roma Chair 50.00 1 50.00
  Mechanical Pencil lead refills (24 tubes) 7.60 3 22.80
  Gel Pens (2 pack of 36) 15.99 1 15.99
  Wilson Traditional Soccer Ball Size 5 11.39 2 22.78
  Basketball 12.99 2 25.98
  Austin-Cookies and Crackers Variety Pack - 45 Count 11.00 1 11.00
  Frito-Lay Variety Pack, Party Mix, 32 Count 9.98 2 19.96
  Mini Takis Fuego (25 bags) 17.45 2 34.90

$399.24

$399.24



“Reading Pays” Monica Block
Rubric 
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   Category Advanced Proficient Basic Below Basic
 4 points 3 points 2 points 1 point 

Organization

Language

Speech 
Patterns

Communication 
With Audience

Organization of 
information is 

highly effective. 
The student has a 
strong introduction 

and conclusion 
and has helpful 

transitions.

The student 
consistently uses 
correct language, 
has strong word 

choices and has little 
to no difficulty with 

word pronunciations.

The student 
consistently speaks 

clearly, audibly and at 
an appropriate pace. 

The student uses 
very few fillers such 

as “um” or “like”.

The student makes 
consistent eye contact 

and has strong 
posture.  

The student skillfully 
addresses the 

audience’s 
questions.

Organization of 
information is 

effective.  
The student has 

an introduction and 
conclusion and has 

transitions.

The student 
mostly uses correct 

language, has 
effective word 

choices and has little 
to no difficulty with 

word pronunciations.

     
The student 

frequently speaks 
clearly, audibly and 
at an appropriate 

pace. 
The student uses 

some fillers such as 
“um” or “like”.

The student makes 
frequent eye contact 

and has strong 
posture. 

The student 
effectively addresses 

the audience’s 
questions.

Organization of 
information is 

somewhat effective.  
The student 
has either an 

introduction or 
conclusion and has 

few transitions.

The student 
sometimes uses 
correct language, 
has few effective 

word choices 
and has some 

difficulty with word 
pronunciations.

The student 
sometimes speaks 

clearly, audibly 
and at an 

appropriate pace. 
The student uses 

fillers such as “um” 
or “like”.

The student makes 
minimal eye 

contact and may 
slouch or lean. 

The student is able 
to answer some 
of the audience’s 

questions.

Student Name _______________________________________________________________

   
   

Information is not 
presented in an 
organized way. 
The student has 

a weak or no 
introduction and 

conclusion and has 
few or no transitions.

The student 
rarely uses correct 
language, has few 

or no effective 
word choices 
and has many 

problems with word 
pronunciations.

The student 
rarely speaks 

clearly, audibly and 
at an appropriate 
pace. The student 
uses many fillers 

such as “um” 
or “like”.

The student makes 
no eye contact 

and has constantly 
slouches or leans. 
The student is not 

able to answer 
the audience’s 

questions.



“Reading Pays” Monica Block
Additional Information
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Student Checkbook

 

  
 

My Checkbook 
 
 
 
 

Name _________________________________________ 



“Reading Pays” Monica Block
Additional Information
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Student Ledger 

Date  Transaction Description +/- $          Balance 
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* Remember to transfer your total balance to the next page! 

Student Ledger
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Additional Information
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Student Paychecks


